Competency:  Understand Newspapers

	Lesson Overview:  Students will learn vocabulary associated with newspapers.  Upon completion of this lesson, students will be able to cite and describe the various sections of a newspaper.

This lesson plan includes:

1. Newspaper Vocabulary 
2. Newspaper Vocabulary Matching
3. Using a Newspaper Index
4. Newspapers Crossword Puzzle

5. Newspapers Crossword Puzzle Answer Key

6. Newspaper Vocabulary Flash Cards
7. Referenced text and materials



	Approximate Time:  2 hours


	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read and write simple sentences in English.

Prerequisite Vocabulary:

Local News

World News

National News

news

newspaper(s)


	Vocabulary:  

article(s)

business section(s)

classified section(s)

editorial(s)

entertainment section(s)

feature(s)

front page news

headline(s)

index(es)

obituaries

sports section(s)

weather section(s)


	Optional Vocabulary Words:

advice columns (Dear Abby)

comics

fashion

food

home and garden

horoscope(s)

living

travel

TV guide



	Materials Needed:  Whiteboard or flip chart, erasable markers, handouts, newspapers, and flash cards.


	Equipment Needed:  None



	Activities:

1. Explain the purpose of the lesson.

2. Ask students if they ever read a newspaper in English.  Are they able to understand most of the time?  Do they subscribe to a newspaper?  Write their responses on the board or on a flip chart.

3. Briefly review the prerequisite vocabulary.  Go over the new vocabulary.  You may want to write the words on the board.

a. Make sure that each student can correctly pronounce the new words by having them pronounce the words aloud as a group and then individually.

b. Give the students Newspaper Vocabulary. Carefully explain each word and make sure that students understand the meanings.

4. For further vocabulary development, use Newspaper Vocabulary Matching. Students should complete these exercises independently.  Review answers orally.

5. For practice with the abbreviations used in job ads, use Newspapers Crossword Puzzle.  Students should complete this activity independently.  An Newspapers Crossword Puzzle Answer Key is provided.

6. To give students practice using a newspaper index, use Using a Newspaper Index.  Students will look at a sample newspaper index then fill out a table for the section heading, page number, and section letter for a variety of topics.  Students may complete this activity individually or in pairs.  Review answers orally.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Instructor evaluation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of student worksheets



	Optional/Follow-Up Activities: 
1. Use Newspapers Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary development.  Students may make their own flash cards using 3” X 5”
index cards.

2. Write the optional vocabulary words on the board and discuss their meanings.  Show students actual newspapers that have these sections.  A TV Guide with questions is included in the intermediate-level lesson plan entitled “Read and Use Schedules.”

3. Bring in (or have students bring in) newspapers for class discussion.  

a. Have students read a few sections and write down any words they do not know.  Have classmates provide meanings to one another.

b. Have students create questions about a section in the newspaper.  Tell them to switch with a partner and answer the questions that their partner developed.

4. A news article about Hurricane Floyd can be found in the intermediate-level lesson plan entitled “Understand Floods.”  This is a reading comprehension activity complete with the article and questions to answer.

5. Create a class newspaper.  Be sure to have students write about class projects, student news, etc.  Take pictures for the newspaper using a digital camera.  Make print copies for distribution, or post your newspaper on the Internet.
6. Follow this lesson with the following intermediate-level lessons:

a. Read Help Wanted Ads

b. Read and Understand “For Rent” and “For Sale” Ads in the newspaper
7. Visit the Charlotte Observer online at http://www.charlotte.com/mld/charlotte/.  Your students can click on various sections for news articles.

8. Search for other newspapers around the world at:

a. http://www.onlinenewspapers.com/
b. www.ipl.org/div/news/
c. www.newspaperlinks.com/
d. www.thepaperboy.com/
9. The Newspaper, by Remedia Publications.  “The Newspaper provides reading and comprehension practice while learning about the makeup of a daily paper and the different sections that comprise the news.”  This book is on a fourth grade reading level.
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