Competency:  Describe New Year’s Day

	Lesson Overview:  In this lesson, students will learn vocabulary associated with New Year’s Day as well as how it is celebrated in the United States.

This lesson plan includes:

1. New Year’s Day Vocabulary

2. New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day Reading Activity
3. New Year’s Day Vocabulary Practice

4. New Year’s Resolutions Sheet 1

5. New Year’s Resolutions Sheet 2

6. Blank Calendar Form (Optional)

7. New Year’s Day Vocabulary Flash Cards (optional)

8. Referenced websites



	Approximate Time:  1 hour and 30 minutes



	Prerequisite Skills: Students must be able to read and write simple sentences.

Prerequisite Vocabulary:

ball(s)

celebrate

celebration(s)

dress up

federal

friend(s)

good luck

holiday(s)

hug(s)

kiss(es)

party/parties

pole(s)

relative(s)

sign(s)

tradition(s)



	Vocabulary: 

black-eyed pea(s)
cabbage(s)

champagne

countdown

ham(s)

Happy New Year’s

midnight

New Year’s Day

New Year’s Eve

New Year’s resolution(s)
prosperity

Times Square



	Materials Needed:  Whiteboard or flip chart, erasable markers, and handouts/worksheets.



	Equipment Needed:  Multi-media computer with Internet access



	Activities:

1. Have the new vocabulary words written on the board when the students arrive for class.

2. Explain the purpose of the lesson.

3. Briefly review the prerequisite vocabulary.

4. Introduce new vocabulary.

a. Pronounce the new vocabulary words one at a time and have the students repeat the words in unison.

b. Pronounce the new vocabulary words one at a time and ask individual students to repeat the word.  Repeat until the students can pronounce the words well.

5. Introduce the meanings of the vocabulary words by giving students a copy of New Year’s Day Vocabulary and carefully reviewing the meaning of each word.  Orally work on pronunciation and understanding of each vocabulary word.

6. For further vocabulary practice and development, use New Year’s Day and New Year’s Eve Reading Activity.   Have the students work on this activity individually.  Review the answers orally as a group.

7. For further vocabulary development, give students New Year’s Day Vocabulary Practice sheet.  This sheet will ask students to unscramble vocabulary words in the context of a sentence.  Have the students work on this activity individually.  Review the answers orally as a group.

8. For lower intermediate students, talk about New Year’s resolutions with the New Year’s Resolutions Sheet 1.  This sheet asks students to put a check beside their New Year’s resolution(s).  Go over the pronunciation and meanings of the resolutions.  Pictures are provided beside each resolution to facilitate students’ understanding.  Discuss students’ resolutions orally.

9. For higher intermediate students, use the New Year’s Resolutions Sheet 2.  This is a writing activity.  Circulate around the room, helping students with spelling.  Discuss what the students wrote orally.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Teacher observation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of student worksheets.



	Optional/Follow-up Activities:

1. Create a class calendar.  As a class, study several different calendars. Review the names of the days and months.  Discuss the holidays of each month. Use the provided Blank Calendar Form to create a class calendar.   Divide the class into groups and assign each group a month (or months) of the year for which they will create a calendar page.  Each group should write the days of the week, numbers, and any holidays that are celebrated during that month.  Students' birthdays could also be added to the calendar.  Each group should also prepare a piece of artwork to go along with the month(s).  This could be a picture and/or poem about that month.  When all groups have finished, gather calendar sheets and bind the pages together to form a calendar.  Display in classroom, and use throughout the new year.  Make a copy of the finished calendar for each student if you wish.

2. Bring black-eyed peas, cabbage, and ham to class and have a traditional New Year’s meal.

3. Let students hear the tune to “Auld Lang Syne” and complete a java word search at http://wilstar.com/holidays/newyear.htm.

4. Some really good language activities and games can be found at http://www.theholidayzone.com/newyear/.
5. Have a New Year’s party.

6. Ask students if New Year’s is celebrated in their native countries.  If so, ask what kind of special traditions/activities take place during New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day.
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