Competency:  Recognize a Money Order and Read the Amount

	Lesson Overview:  Students will learn vocabulary associated with money orders while learning how to read amounts in decimal form.  Students will also learn where money orders can be purchased and how to fill them out.

This lesson plan includes:

1. Money Order Vocabulary

2. Money Order Vocabulary Matching

3. Money Order Punctuation and Reading Comprehension

4. Reading Money Order Amounts

5. Money Order Call Bell Game Cards

6. Money Order Vocabulary Flash Cards



	Approximate Time:  1 hour and 30 minutes



	Prerequisite Skills: Basic money knowledge

Prerequisite Vocabulary:

one

six

dollar(s)

check(s)

two

seven

cent(s
)

supermarket(s)

three

eight

bank(s)

convenience store(s)

four

nine

cash

five

ten

post office(s)



	Vocabulary: 

amount(s)

money order(s)

pay to the order of

purchaser

twenty

thirty 

forty

fifty

sixty

seventy

eighty

ninety

one hundred


	Optional/Follow-up Vocabulary:

one thousand

ten thousand

one hundred thousand



	Materials Needed:  Whiteboard or flip chart, erasable markers, handouts, and 2 call bells



	Equipment Needed:  Multi-media Computer



	Activities:

1.
Have the new vocabulary words written on the board when the students arrive for class.

2.
Explain the purpose of the lesson.

3.
Introduce new vocabulary.

a. Pronounce the new vocabulary words one at a time and have the students repeat the words in unison.

b.
Pronounce the new vocabulary words one at a time and ask individual students to repeat the word.  Repeat until the students can pronounce the words well.

4.  Introduce the meanings of the vocabulary words by giving students a copy of Money Order Vocabulary and carefully reviewing the meaning of each word.  Orally work on pronunciation and sentences with each vocabulary word.

5.  For more vocabulary practice, give students Money Order Vocabulary Matching. Have the students work on this activity in pairs.  Review the answers orally as a group.

6.  To further students’ understanding of money orders, use Money Orders Punctuation and Reading Comprehension.  Have the students do this sheet independently.  Share answers when everyone has finished.  (It may be helpful to make a transparency of this sheet or to write the corrections on the board so that students can see exactly where each punctuation mark goes.)

7.  Give students Reading Money Order Amounts.  This worksheet will ask students to read a written dollar amount on a money order and fill in the correct amount in numeric form. Have the students work on this activity in pairs, reading each of the amounts aloud to their partner. Review the answers orally as a group.

8.  As a listening activity, tell students to write the amount they hear as you call out the following dollar amounts:

a.  $28.50       

b.  $9.23 

c.  $85.72 

d.  $66.97 

e.  $100.03

f.  $37.84

g.  $14.13

h.  $111.75

i.  $750.00

j.  $423.49

When you finish, have them call them back out to you as you write the correct amounts on the board, emphasizing the use of the dollar sign and the decimal point.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Teacher observation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of student worksheets.



	Optional/Follow-up Activities:

1.  Teach the follow-up vocabulary listed above by writing various numbers (in the thousands) on the board.

2.  Use Money Order Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary practice.

3.  Have students write sentences using the vocabulary words.

4.  Play the Call Bell Game using the included Money Order Call Bell Game Cards.  Print them onto index stock paper and cut them apart.

a.  Divide the class into two teams.

b.  Give one representative from each team a call bell.

c.  Show one of the flash cards.  The first person to “ring in” gets to tell you the dollar amount.  If they get it right, their team gets a point.  If they miss it, the other team gets a chance to provide the correct answer and earn a point for their team.

d.  Continue in this manner with a new representative from each team.

e.  The team with the most points at the end of the game wins.

5. Follow up with the ESL intermediate lesson entitled “Read and Write Checks,” which will allow students to practice writing the dollar amounts.
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