Competency:  Understand Memorial Day

	Lesson Overview:

Students will learn vocabulary associated with Memorial Day while learning about its history and how it is celebrated today. 

This lesson plan includes:

1. Memorial Day Vocabulary

2. Memorial Day Reading Comprehension
3. Memorial Day Vocabulary Matching

4. Memorial Day Crossword Puzzle

5. Memorial Day Crossword Puzzle Key

6. Memorial Day Vocabulary Flash Cards

7. Referenced text and materials



	Approximate Time:  1 hour and 30 minutes



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read and write simple sentences and follow directions in English.

Prerequisite Vocabulary:

action

American

branch

burial

cookout(s)
dead/died

flag(s)
fight/fought

organized

procession/march

remember(s)
serve/served/serving

summer

vacation(s)
war(s)


	Vocabulary:  

Air Force

American Civil War

Army 

grave(s)

march(es)

Marine(s)

military 

missing in action (MIA)

Navy

parade(s)

soldier(s)

veteran(s)


	Optional Vocabulary:

Gulf War

Korean War

medal of honor

medal(s)

purple heart

Revolutionary War

Vietnam War

War on Terrorism

World War I

World War II



	Materials Needed:  Whiteboard or flip chart, erasable markers, handouts and flash cards.


	Equipment Needed:  Multi-media computer with Internet access (for optional activities).


	Activities:
1. Explain the purpose of the lesson.

2. Ask students what they already know about Memorial Day.  Write their responses on the board or on a flip chart

3. Briefly review the prerequisite vocabulary.  Go over the new vocabulary.  You may want to write the words on the board.

a. Make sure that each student can correctly pronounce the new words by having them pronounce the words aloud as a group and then individually.

b. Give the students Memorial Day Vocabulary.  Carefully explain each word and make sure that students understand the meanings.

4. To educate students about Memorial Day, use Memorial Day Reading Comprehension.  Read the passage to your students.  Tell them to circle all of the vocabulary words in the passage.  Have students take turns reading the paragraphs.  Answer any questions the students may have.  Have students answer the questions that follow the passage.  Review answers orally.

5. For vocabulary practice, use Memorial Day Vocabulary Matching.  Students should complete this activity independently.  Review answers orally.

6. For further vocabulary development, use Memorial Day Crossword Puzzle.  To generate discussion, allow students to complete this activity in pairs.  Review answers orally.  A Memorial Day Crossword Puzzle Answer Key is provided.

7. Invite a guest speaker from the military (active or retired) to come speak to the class about the military and Memorial Day.  Have students write down questions to ask the guest speaker.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Instructor evaluation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of student worksheets



	Follow-up/Optional Activities:
1. Teach your class patriotic songs such as “America” and “My Country ‘Tis of Thee.”  The words and music to these and other patriotic songs can be found at http://www.niehs.nih.gov/kids/musicpatriot.htm.

2. Visit the following websites for more Memorial Day articles, activities, and poems:

a. http://www.wilstar.net/holidays/memday.htm
b. http://www.theholidayspot.com/memorialday/
3. Have a class cookout.  Let students decide who will bring what.
4. Use Memorial Day Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary development.

5. Have students write sentences using the vocabulary words.

6. Teach “The Pledge of Allegiance.”

7. Have students write about their feelings on the recent war with Iraq.

8. Have students write letters or make/send cards to men and women that are in the military or are retired military.

9. Go over the optional vocabulary and explain each of the definitions.  Discuss the major wars that the United States was involved in.  Also talk about the medals awarded to those injured, killed, or extremely brave in combat.
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