Competency:  Explain the Role of the Local Government
	Lesson Overview:  The purpose of this lesson is to provide students with an understanding of the role of the local government.  

This lesson plan includes the following:

1. Local Government Vocabulary

2. Local Government Summary

3. Local Government Vocabulary Matching 

4. Local Government Crossword Puzzle (and Answer Key)

5. Your Local Leaders

6. Local Government Quiz

7. Local Government Vocabulary Flash Cards
8. Local Government Word Search and Answer Key (optional)


	Approximate Time: 2 hours



	Prerequisite Skills: Students should be able to read and write simple sentences, know cardinal and ordinal numbers, and have a basic understanding of government.  This lesson plan should follow the lessons titled “Explain the Role of Federal Government” and “Explain the Role of the State Government”.
Prerequisite Vocabulary: 

government 

head

head executive

highest

local
North Carolina

similar

United States
vote



	Vocabulary: 

city

city council

city manager
community
county

county commissioner(s)
county manager

level(s)
local government
mayor

town
town manager


	Optional Vocabulary:
appointed

elected



	Materials Needed:  Whiteboard or flip chart, erasable markers, handouts, vocabulary and flash cards.


	Equipment Needed: None



	Activities:  

1. Explain purpose of lesson.
2. Review prerequisite vocabulary.

3. Introduce vocabulary with Local Government Vocabulary Flash Cards.  Only practice pronunciation at this point.  Have the students pronounce the words aloud as a group and then individually.
4. Go over vocabulary using the Local Government Vocabulary handout.  Carefully explain each word and make sure that students understand the meanings.
5. Have the students read as you read out loud Local Government Summary.  Discuss and check for comprehension.

6. Allow students time to work with a partner in reading this summary.  Ask for volunteers to read out loud after practice.  Allow each volunteer to read 1-2 paragraphs at a time.

7. Give students Local Government Vocabulary Matching.  Review answers orally.

8. Together fill in the Your Local Leaders worksheet.  Write the answers on the board.  (You may want to use one of the websites listed in the optional activities section to get this information.)  Pronounce each name carefully and have students repeat the names out loud.  
9. Local Government Quiz may be given after game or saved for next class to check on knowledge retention.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:  

1. Observe participation during games/class for understanding.

2. Evaluation of completed worksheets.



	Optional/Follow-up Activities:

1. Have students write sentences using vocabulary from this lesson.

2. Create a game using the information gained in this lesson.
3. Students can create own dialogues using the gained information.

4. Have students write down three facts about the local government that they have learned.

5. Explain to students that some of the local government officials are elected and some are appointed.  Town and city councils, mayors, and county commissioners are elected.  Town, city and county managers are appointed.
6. Use Local Government Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary development.   You may also have the students make up their own flash cards on 3” X 5” index cards.
7. Give students Local Government Crossword Puzzle and Word Search for further vocabulary development.  Have students work individually on this exercise.  Check each student’s work.
8. Play a game (Blurt, Jeopardy, Truth or Fib, Family Feud, etc) using questions on Local Government Quiz and the vocabulary definitions.
9. Visit one or more of the following websites to find out more information about the local government.
a. Visit http://www.findnc.org/nccounty.html for additional information about local government in North Carolina counties.
b. Visit http://www.statelocalgov.net/state-nc.htm to find links to your local county, city, or town website.  The website: http://ncinfo.iog.unc.edu/library/cities.html has links to some additional cities/towns that the other website may not have. The website http://ncinfo.iog.unc.edu/library/counties.html has links to most of the counties in North Carolina.
c. Visit http://www.ci.hudson.nc.us/ to find out more information about the local government in Hudson, North Carolina. (Town of Hudson website)
d. Visit http://www.ci.lenoir.nc.us/ to find out more information about the local government in Lenoir, North Carolina. (City of Lenoir website)
e. Visit http://www.co.caldwell.nc.us/ to find out more information about the local government in Caldwell County. The website http://www.co.caldwell.nc.us/depart/manager/manager.html is a direct link to the county manager.
f. Visit http://www.granitefallsnc.com/ to find out more information about the local government in Granite Falls, North Carolina. (Town of Granite Falls website)
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