Competency:  Understand Labor Day

	Lesson Overview:  Students will learn vocabulary related to Labor Day, its history, and how to talk about Labor Day plans.

This lesson plan includes:

1. Labor Day Vocabulary
2. Labor Day Vocabulary Matching
3. Labor Day Reading Comprehension
4. Labor Day Crossword Puzzle (and answer key)
5. Labor Day Word Search (and answer key)
6. Labor Day Dialogue
7. Labor Day Dialogue (Teacher’s Key)


	Approximate Time:  1 – 2  hours


	Prerequisite Skills:  Students should know how to read and should have had some experience with deriving meaning from context clues.

Prerequisite Vocabulary:

Names of basic occupations



	Vocabulary:

labor

library/libraries

Monday

national

parade(s)

post office(s)

recreation

rest

sale(s)

school(s)
September


	Vocabulary for Optional Activities:

actor

doctor

farmer

janitor

nurse

pilot

secretary

soldier

teacher



	Materials Needed:  Whiteboard or flip chart, erasable markers, and handouts.


	Equipment Needed:  none



	Activities:

1. Have the new vocabulary words written on the board when the students arrive for class.

2.
Explain the purpose of the lesson.

3.
Introduce new vocabulary.

a. Pronounce the new vocabulary words one at a time and have the students repeat the words in unison.

b.
Pronounce the new vocabulary words one at a time and ask individual students to repeat the word.  Repeat until the students can pronounce the words well.

4.  Introduce the meanings of the vocabulary words by giving students a copy of Labor Day Vocabulary handout and carefully reviewing the meaning of each word.  Have students take turns reading the definitions.  Discuss each one, and allow students to give examples.  Answer any questions they may have about each word.
5.  For vocabulary practice, give students Labor Day Vocabulary Matching worksheet.  Have students work on this activity individually.  Review answers orally.
6.  Give each student the Labor Day Reading Comprehension Sheet.  As they read the paragraphs, they will have to unscramble the vocabulary words.  Students then answer the questions that follow to ensure comprehension.
7.  For more vocabulary practice, give students Labor Day Crossword Puzzle and Labor Day Word Search.  Have the students work on these activities individually or in pairs.  Use the answer key to check students' work.  These worksheets were made with Wordsheets 5.0 software available at www.qualint.com.  There is a free demonstration version that allows 10 printings.  After that, the software must be purchased.
8.  Give each student the Labor Day Dialogues.  Read the dialogues to the students from the Labor Day Dialogues Teacher’s Key.  Have the students listen and fill in the blanks with the missing words they hear.  Read each dialogue at normal speed the first time; and a little slower the second time.  To check student responses, assign parts of the dialogue to students.  As they read their “part,” they will supply the missing words.  Write each word on the board so that students may check their spelling.  For additional practice, ask two other students to read the dialogue again.  Then, tell the class to practice the dialogues with a partner for five to ten minutes.
9.  Have a discussion about the reasons we celebrate Labor Day.  Ask students what kind of activities they usually do on Labor Day.


	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Teacher observation class participation

2. Students’ performance on worksheets



	Optional/Follow-up Activities:

1. Bring newspapers to class and read the classified advertisements for available jobs in your area.

2. Play the “Occupation Game.”  Divide the class into two teams.  Give each team a call bell.  Call out words that are associated with an occupation.  (Ex. Board, lesson, school, students.  The answer would be “teacher.”)  The first team to sound their bell will get a chance to provide the correct occupation and earn their team a point.  If they give a wrong answer, the opposing team gets a chance to provide the answer and earn the point.  The team with the most points wins.  Here are more examples:


Famous, movie, television, video-   
Actor


Sick, hospital, stethoscope, shot-   
Doctor


Tractor, animals, barn, field-           
Farmer


Cleaning, sweeping, mop, broom-   
Janitor


Airport, airplane, fly, jet-                   
Pilot

Computer, phone, office, fax machine- 
Secretary

Army, gun, war, military-


Soldier

Church, pray, sermon-


Preacher

Jail, tickets, handcuffs-


Police Officer

Red truck, hose, fire-


Firefighter

Letters, bills, mailbox-


Mail Carrier

Bus, stop, fare- 



Bus Driver

Money, cash register-


Cashier

Food, drinks, order, refills-


Waitress

Car, tools, repair-



Auto Mechanic

Laws, court-




Lawyer or Judge

As an extension of the game, have students create their own clues that go with an occupation.  Play the game again.  This time each student will read his or her clues to the opposing team, who has 30 seconds to give the correct answer for one point.

3. Ask each student what one of his/her family member's occupation is. 
4. Use Labor Day Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary development.

5. Use the Community Helpers Pocket Flash Cards to better familiarize the students with different occupations.  (These can be purchased from Trend Enterprises, Inc. or a state or local vendor carrying their products.)  The flash cards can be used to play matching games and discuss careers.   
6. Use the CD-ROM: Community Exploration with a projection unit so that the entire class can view the program.  Or, if the software is installed on classroom computers and students have basic computing skills, this can be used individually.  

This is an excellent program about community locations and is very easy to use.  It is about an American community named Cornerstone. “...students discover the names of people, places and objects; eavesdrop on brief conversations between characters living in the Community; and view actions taking place.  Students can hear and see the English names of places and objects.  Students can also choose to hear and see two sentences:  the first sentence uses the word in context and often includes animation and sound effects; the second sentence provides a definition of the word.  If a microphone is available, students can record and play back their own speech and compare it to the speech provided on the computer.” (Jostens Home Learning)  

NOTE:  This is in the optional section only because not all classrooms may have access to the necessary technology, i.e. multimedia computers, projection units, etc.

7. The Oxford Picture Dictionary, by Oxford University Press, “Occupations”, pages 136-139.  Give each student a copy of the book. 

8. Thematic Spelling:  Occupations, by Remedia Publications.  (This book is available from Remedia Publications or a state or local vendor carrying their products.) 

9. Community Workers, by Remedia Publications.  (This book is available from Remedia Publications or a state or local vendor carrying their products.)  

10. Occupation Words, by Remedia Publications.  (This book is available from Remedia Publications or a state or local vendor carrying their products.)  

11.  Reading About Careers Grade 2 and Reading About Careers Grade 5, Remedia Publications.   (These books are available from Remedia Publications or a state or local vendor carrying their products.) 
12. Write occupation clues on one set of cards, and corresponding occupations on another set of cards.  Mix the cards up and lay them face down on a table.  Take turns trying to match the cards. 
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