Competency:  Basic Understanding of the Internet

	Lesson Overview:  The purpose of this lesson is to give students a basic understanding of the internet and its usefulness.

This lesson plan includes:

1. What is the Internet? Vocabulary

2. What is the Internet? Vocabulary Matching

3. What is the Internet? Activity and Reading Comprehension

4. What is the Internet? PowerPoint Presentation

5. What is the Internet? Vocabulary Flash Cards

6. Referenced text and materials



	Approximate Time:  1 hour



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read and write simple sentences and be able to follow directions.  It is recommended that students complete the lessons entitled “Name the Major Parts of a Computer” and “Start and Shut Down a Computer” before attempting the activities in this unit.

Prerequisite Vocabulary:

computer(s)
information

instantly

sound(s)
spider(s)
subject(s)
video(s)
web(s)


	Vocabulary:  

communication

connected

electronic mail (E-mail)

information highway

internet

Internet Service Provider (ISP)

linked

modem(s)
text
web page(s)
web site(s)


	Materials Needed:  Whiteboard or flip chart, erasable marker, handouts, and flash cards.


	Equipment Needed:  Multimedia Computer and an In-focus Projector



	Activities:

1. Explain the purpose of the lesson.

2. Ask the students what they already know about the internet.  Write their responses on the board or a flip chart.

3. Write the prerequisite vocabulary words on the board or flip chart.  Discuss their meanings and answer any questions the students may have about them.

4. Introduce new vocabulary.

a) Give students What is the Internet Vocabulary handout.

b) Pronounce the new vocabulary words one at a time and have the students repeat the words in unison.

c) Pronounce the new vocabulary words one at a time and ask individual students to repeat the word.  Repeat until the students can pronounce the words well.

5. For vocabulary practice, give students What is the Internet Vocabulary Matching.  Students may work individually or in pairs.  Check answers orally.

6. Give students What is the Internet Activity and Reading Comprehension.  Students will learn about the Internet while furthering vocabulary development.  This activity also tests students’ reading comprehension.  

a. To check answers, show the What is the Internet? PowerPoint Presentation.  The slide show presents the reading passage complete with answers and pictures.  

b. Read the slide show the first time you show it.  Answer any questions the students may have.  

c. Ask individual students to take turns reading the slides when you show it the second (and possibly a third) time.

d. If you do not have access to a computer, simply print the slides.  Laminate for durability.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Teacher observation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of student worksheets.



	Optional/Follow-up Activities:

1. Use What is the Internet Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary development.  Students may make their own flash cards using 3” X 5” index cards.
2. Help your students find Internet providers in your community by having them look up telephone numbers using the yellow pages.  Talk about the most popular ones, such as America Online, MSN, NetZero and Earthlink.  Research the cost of each.  Be sure to tell students to exercise caution with dial-up numbers.  Some could incur long distance charges.

3. Follow up with the intermediate-level units entitled “Use an Internet Browser” and “Type in a URL Address.”

4. Show students how to set up an Internet e-mail account using the intermediate-level unit entitled “Set Up & Use Free E-mail.”  Follow up with the unit called “Send & Receive E-mails.”
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