Filing Your Income Taxes

Reading and Punctuation Activity

Directions:  Read the passage below and add punctuation where necessary.  Answer the questions that follow.

Filing Your Income Taxes


Each year Americans know they must do their taxes by April 15  Some people receive a refund while others have to pay There are forms that must be filled out and sent to the Internal Revenue Service IRS They can be sent anytime in February March or the first half of April

Employers are required to give you a W-2 form sometime in January Your W-2 form shows your wages from the previous year as well as how much you paid in taxes  Your W-2 helps you or your tax preparer correctly fill out your tax forms  If you are doing your taxes yourself you will need to pick up some tax forms at the library or the post office  If a tax preparer is doing your taxes for you he or she should have all of the necessary forms

You may mail your completed tax forms and W-2’s to the IRS or you may send them electronically using a computer  A tax preparer will know how to electronically file your taxes for you  If you owe the IRS money you will need to mail a check or money order

If the IRS owes you money then you will receive a tax refund  You may choose to have a refund check mailed to you or have your tax refund electronically deposited into your checking account  It takes about six weeks for your check to arrive in the mail  An electronic deposit takes only two weeks  Which will you choose
Questions:

1. When can tax forms be sent to the IRS? ________________
________________________________________________
2. What is your employer required to give you? _____________
________________________________________________

3. Where can you pick up tax forms? _____________________
________________________________________________
4. Will you receive your tax refund in the mail or have it electronically deposited into your checking account?

________________________________________________

Why or why not? ___________________________________

_________________________________________________              
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