Competency:  Understand Funeral Homes

	Lesson Overview:  In this lesson, students will learn vocabulary associated with death and funeral homes.  They will learn about the cultural aspects of death in the United States through a reading comprehension exercise.  They will learn appropriate expressions of condolence and will read and comprehend death announcements and obituaries.

This lesson plan includes:

1. Funeral Home Vocabulary 

2. Funeral Home Vocabulary Matching 

3. Funeral Home Reading Comprehension

4. Funeral Home Dialogue (Answer Key)

5. Funeral Home Dialogue (Student Listening Activity)

6. Funeral Home Sympathy Cards (created with Microsoft Publisher 98)

7. Funeral Home Vocabulary Flash Cards



	Approximate Time:  2 Hours



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students should have had some reading experience.

Prerequisite Vocabulary:

flower(s)

death(s)

die

dies

died



	Vocabulary:

burial(s)



passed away

casket(s)



sympathy card(s)

cemetery/cemeteries

cremation

funeral home(s)


Vocabulary for Optional Activities:

funeral(s)

grave(s)



memorial(s)

headstone(s)



private service(s)

hearse(s)



graveside service(s)
memorial service(s)


survivor(s)

obituary/obituaries



	Materials Needed:  Whiteboard or flipchart, erasable markers, handouts, flash cards, and sympathy cards.



	Equipment Needed:  none



	Activities:

1. Give each student a copy of the Funeral Home Vocabulary.   Pronounce each word carefully.  Go over each of the vocabulary words and meanings.  Allow students to take turns reading aloud each word and definition.  Answer any questions the students may have.  After you have introduced all of the words, ask students to pronounce them.  Go back over any words the students have trouble pronouncing.  Review the Prerequisite Vocabulary as necessary. 

2. Give each student a copy of the Funeral Home Vocabulary Matching.  Students will read each definition and select the correct vocabulary word from the word bank.  They will write the correct vocabulary word beside its definition.  Review orally.

3. Give each student the Funeral Home Reading Comprehension sheet entitled “Understand Funeral Homes.”  Students will take turns reading aloud the paragraphs in the passage and then answering the questions that follow.  Some students may prefer to work in pairs when answering the questions.  Check each response as a class when the students have finished.  Answer any questions they may have.  Allow them to talk about burial customs in their countries.

4. Give each student a copy of the Funeral Home Dialogue.  Read each dialogue aloud to the students from the Funeral Home Dialogue Teacher’s Key.  As they listen, they fill in the blanks with the words they hear when you read.  Read each dialogue twice.  Read it at a normal speed the first time and read it more slowly the second time.  Ask students for the missing words when you are finished.  Write each word on the board, so that they may check for spelling accuracy.

5. Discuss ways to offer condolences to a bereaved family.  For example:  “I was sorry to hear about your father.”  “I’m sorry for your loss.”  “Is there anything I can do for you?”   Show the class various sympathy cards.  Read them and discuss them.  If you do not have any sympathy cards to bring to class, you may print the two cards provided with this lesson plan.  You will need Microsoft Publisher 98 to do this.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Instructor evaluation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of completed worksheets/handouts.
3. Student performance on reading activities.


	Optional/Follow-up Activities:

1. Use Funeral Home Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary development.  You may also have the students make up their own flash cards on 3” X 5” index cards.

2. Have students write a message inside one of the sympathy cards.

3. Read your local newspaper’s obituaries.  Discuss words such as “survivors,” “memorials,” “Private Service,” and “Graveside Service.”  Answer any questions that the students may have.

4. Take a field trip to your local funeral home or invite a local funeral director to speak to the class.
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