Understand Floods Reading Comprehension

Floods are the most common of all natural hazards. It can happen anywhere at anytime.  Flooding happens during heavy rains, when rivers overflow, when ocean waves come onshore, when snow melts too fast, and when dams break. 
Flooding may be only a few inches of water or it may cover a house to the rooftop. Floods that happen very quickly are called flash floods.

You can find out about an approaching flood by listening to television and radio announcements.

If they say that you are under a flood watch or a flash flood watch, it means that flooding may happen soon.  Continue listening to the radio or television news for more information.  These flood watches could become warnings.

A flood warning means that a flood may be happening close to you or will be very soon. You may be asked to leave the area.  Again, listen for further information.

A flash flood warning means that a flashflood is happening.  Move to higher ground right away.

Questions:

1. What are two things that may cause flooding?

2. What are floods that happen very quickly called?

3. How can you find out about an approaching flood?

4. Which is more serious… a flood watch or a flood warning?

