Competency:  Understand Floods

	Lesson Overview:  Students will learn about floods and the dangers associated with flooding.  Students will learn related vocabulary words so that they will be able to describe a flood.

This lesson plan includes:

1. Flood Pictures
2. Understand Floods Vocabulary 
3. Understand Floods Vocabulary Matching
4. Understand Floods Reading Comprehension
5. My Experience with a Flood Writing Activity
6. Hurricane Floyd Newspaper Article Reading Comprehension
7. Understand Floods Vocabulary Flash Cards

8. Referenced text and materials



	Approximate Time: 2 hours


	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read and write simple sentences and be familiar with basic weather words.

Prerequisite Vocabulary:

break(s)
dangerous

melt(s)
ocean(s)
onshore

rain(s)
river(s)
rooftop(s)
snow



	Vocabulary:  

announcement(s)

approach

dam(s)

flash flood(s)

flash flood warning(s)

flash flood watch(es)

flood warning(s)

flood watch(es)

flood(s)

happen(ing)

high(er) ground

overflow(s)
	Vocabulary for Optional Activities:

destruction

destructive

destroy

flee(ing)

governor(s)

habitat(s)

hurricane(s)

inland

tropical storm(s)

wildlife



	Materials Needed:  Whiteboard or flip chart, erasable markers, flood pictures, handouts, and flash cards.


	Equipment Needed:  Multi-media computer with Internet access (optional)



	Activities:
1. Explain the purpose of the lesson.

2. Show the students the Flood Pictures and ask them to describe what they see.  Write their responses on the board or on a flip chart.  Ask students if they know what it is called.  Ask them what they already know about floods

3. Briefly review the prerequisite vocabulary.  Go over the new vocabulary.  You may want to write the words on the board.

a. Make sure that each student can correctly pronounce the new words by having them pronounce the words aloud as a group and then individually.

b. Give the students Understand Floods Vocabulary.  Carefully explain each word and make sure that students understand the meanings.

c. Give students Understand Floods Vocabulary Matching.  Review answers orally.

4. Read about floods from Understand Floods Reading Comprehension.  Follow the reading with a discussion about the new information learned.  Write all of the new ideas and/or vocabulary from the students on the board or flip chart.  Have students complete the questions that follow the passage.  Review answers orally.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Instructor evaluation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of student worksheets



	Optional/Follow-up Activities:

1. Use Understand Floods Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary development.  Students may make their own flash cards using 3” X 5” index cards.

2. Be sure to visit the following website for additional activities on floods: http://science.howstuffworks.com/flood.htm.

3.  An interactive lesson on flash floods can be found at http://weathereye.kgan.com/cadet/flood/index.html.

4. Bring in audio or video clip(s) of a weather forecast that is calling for a flood and/or flooding.  Let students listen to the clip(s), and ask them questions about what they hear.
5. Give students Hurricane Floyd Newspaper Article Reading Comprehension.  Discuss the meanings and pronunciation of the words that follow the questions.  Have students take turns reading the paragraphs of the newspaper article.  Answer the questions orally.  Write the answers on the board for all to see.  (Higher-Intermediate students may be able to answer the questions independently.)

6. Ask the students to tell their own personal experiences with floods.  After the oral discussion, have them write about them using My Experience with a Flood Writing Activity.  If they have had no personal experiences with a flood or flooding, have them write about one of their classmate’s ordeals or the flooding aftermath of Hurricane Floyd.

7. Follow up with a lesson on Hurricanes.
8. Use the Fact Sheet Backgrounder: Floods and Flash Floods for additional information on floods. This is available from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) at their website:  http://www.fema.gov/hazards/floods/flood.shtm.  Make sure to explain the important safety precautions to take during a flood.  This fact sheet is not a handout for the students. 

9. Show a short video about floods.

10. Frightful Floods by Jennifer Boudart has more activities about floods.  This book includes pictures, great activities, and reproducible worksheets for classroom use.  (This book is available from Learning Resources or a local or state vendor carrying their products.)

11. Students can practice writing sentences using flood vocabulary.
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