Understand Fire Departments Reading Comprehension
Directions:  Read the passage about fire departments and answer the questions that follow.

Fire Departments

Your local fire department saves lives and protects the property of residents.  They are there 24 hours a day, 365 days a year ready to take your call.  When you call to report a fire, you should know the following things:  the address where the fire is, a phone number where you can be reached, what’s on fire, and if everyone is safe.

A few minutes after you call, you will hear the sirens of the fire trucks.  The firefighters will be arriving soon to put out the fire.  If you have a house fire, do not go back inside.  If you have a wildfire or brush fire, move as far away from the smoke and flames as you can.

When the firefighters arrive, they will use fire hoses to put out the fire.  If their fire truck runs out of water, they will get water from a fire hydrant.

Fighting fires isn’t the only thing your local fire department does.  Firefighters rescue people from dangerous situations and provide paramedic services until an ambulance arrives.

Fire departments also teach children and adults about fire safety.  They show people how to escape fires and how to prevent them.  Call your local fire department today to schedule a class for your family or group.

Questions:

1. What things should you know when you make a call to your local fire department?

2. What is a wildfire?

3. What do fire departments do in addition to fighting fires?

4. What do firefighters teach children and adults?

