Competency:  Understand Fire Departments

	Lesson Overview:  Students will learn vocabulary associated with fire departments, while gaining an understanding of the fire department’s role in the community.  Students will know how to call their local fire department upon completion of this lesson.

This lesson plan includes:

1. Pictures of Fires
2. Understand the Fire Department Vocabulary 
3. Understand the Fire Department Vocabulary Matching
4. Understand the Fire Departments Reading Comprehension
5. Calling the Fire Department Dialogue 1
6. Calling the Fire Department Dialogue 1 Answer Key

7. Calling the Fire Department Dialogue 2

8. Calling the Fire Department Dialogue 2 Answer Key

9. Understand the Fire Department Vocabulary Flash Cards



	Approximate Time:  2 hour 



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read and write simple sentences and follow directions in English.  

Prerequisite Vocabulary:

apartment(s)
burn(s)

cell phone(s)
condominium(s)

fire(s)
house(s)
mobile home(s)
town house(s)
woods



	Vocabulary:  
brushfire(s)
fire department(s)
fire hose(s)
fire hydrant(s)
fire truck(s)

firefighter(s)
flame(s)
house fire

on fire

prevent(s)
siren(s)
smoke

wildfire(s)


	Materials Needed:  Whiteboard or flip chart, erasable markers, handouts, and flash cards.



	Equipment Needed:  Multi-media computer with Internet access (for optional activities).


	Activities:
1. Explain the purpose of the lesson.

2. Ask students what they already know about fires.  Show the Pictures of Fires.  Ask students what they see in the pictures.   Write their responses on the board or on a flip chart. 

3. Briefly review the prerequisite vocabulary.  Make sure that the students understand the pronunciation and meaning of each word.

4. Go over the new vocabulary.  You may want to write the words on the board.

a. Make sure that each student can correctly pronounce the new words by having them pronounce the words aloud as a group and then individually.

b. Give the students Fire Department Vocabulary.  Carefully explain each word and make sure that students understand the meanings.  Pictures are provided with most of the words to aid in comprehension.

5. For further vocabulary development, use Fire Departments Vocabulary Matching. Students should complete this exercise independently.  Review answers orally.

6.  Use Fire Departments Reading Comprehension to teach and discuss the fire department’s role in the community.  Read the passage aloud to your students.  Tell them to circle or underline all of the vocabulary words in the passage.  Allow individual students to read aloud the paragraphs.  Have students answer the questions individually.  Review answers orally.

7.  As a listening activity, give each student Calling the Fire Department Dialogue 1.  This activity will give students the opportunity to see how some of the vocabulary words are used in actual conversations when reporting a fire. Tell students that you are going to read the dialogue to them and that they are to fill in the blanks with the words they hear.

a.  Read from Calling the Fire Department Dialogue 1 Answer Key.  Read the dialogue twice, the first time at a normal pace, the second time a little slower.

b.  Ask two students to read the two parts, supplying the missing words they heard.  Write these on the board so that students may check their word accuracy and spelling.
c.  Continue in this manner with the Calling the Fire Department Dialogue 2.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Instructor evaluation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of student worksheets



	Optional/Follow-Up Activities:

1. Use the Understand the Fire Department Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary development.  Students may make their own flash cards using 3” X 5” index cards.

2. Show the student the Pictures of Fires once again.  Tell them to write about them.

3. Visit the following websites for more lesson plans related to fire departments:
a. http://www.fema.gov/kids/firecurr_04.htm
b. http://www.ncmanagers.org/teachers/lessons/lesson4.html
4. Have a firefighter come and speak to your class about fire prevention.  Ask if your local fire department has a “fire house” so that students can practice escaping from a fire.  Ask him or her to bring the special protective clothing they wear.

5. These websites contain activities for fire prevention and safety:

a. www.smokeybear.com The Smokey Bear official website.

b. www.sparky.org  Sparky the Fire Dog official website.

c. www.usfa.fema.gov/kids  This is the official United States Fire Administration for kid’s website.

6. Have students draw a fire escape plan for their homes.  Have them to share them with the class.
7. Have students give directions to their home.  Explain how this is important to know in case there is a fire at their home.
8. Take your students on a field trip to your local fire department.

9. Follow this lesson plan with the intermediate-level lesson plan entitled “Understand Police Departments.”
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