Father’s Day Reading Comprehension

Directions:  Read the passage and answer the questions that follow.

The History of Father’s Day


Father’s Day is a day for children to honor their fathers.  Many people buy gifts and cards for their fathers and take them out to eat.

Sonora Smart Dodd thought of the idea of Father’s Day as she listened to a Mother’s Day sermon in 1909. Sonora’s mother died when she was very young.  Her father, Henry Jackson Smart, raised her by himself.  Sonora wanted her father to know how special he was to her. He had made many sacrifices for Sonora and was a courageous, selfless, and loving man. 

Sonora's father was born in June, so she chose to hold the first Father's Day celebration in Spokane, Washington, on June 19, 1910. 

In 1924, President Calvin Coolidge proclaimed the third Sunday in June as Father's Day.  Roses are the traditional Father's Day flowers.  A red rose means that one’s father is living.  A white rose is worn if the father has died.

Questions:

1. What do people do on Father’s Day?

2. Who thought of the idea for Father’s Day?

3. Why did Sonora Smart Dodd want to have a Father’s Day?

4. Why was the month of June chosen to celebrate Father’s Day?

5. Which Sunday in June is Father’s Day?

6. What is the traditional Father’s Day flower?

7. What does a red rose mean?  A white rose?

