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The United States government is made up of three branches.  The three branches are the legislative branch, the executive branch, and the judicial branch.

The executive branch enforces the federal laws of America.  The executive branch includes the president, the vice-president, the cabinet, and the president's special advisors and secretaries.  

The president is the leader of our country.  The president signs bills into laws.  The current president of the United States is President George W. Bush.  Another name for the president is "The Commander-in-Chief."  

The vice-president stands in for the president and checks on Congress.  The current vice-president of the United States is Dick Cheney.  If the president should die, the vice-president would become president.  

The cabinet and special advisors help the president make decisions.  There are many, many advisors and secretaries who help the president.  The most important are the Secretary of State and the Secretary of Defense.  General Colin Powell is the current Secretary of State.  Donald Rumsfeld is the current Secretary of Defense.  They help guide and protect our country.  
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