Competency:  Describe Easter

	Lesson Overview:  Students will learn vocabulary associated with Easter and will be able to describe this holiday upon completion of this lesson.
This lesson plan includes:

1. Easter Pictures

2. Easter Vocabulary

3. Easter Vocabulary Matching

4. Easter Crossword Puzzle and Teacher's Key

5. Easter Word Search and Teacher's Key

6. Read About Easter
7. Easter Optional Vocabulary (optional)

8. Read More About Easter (optional)

9. Read About Easter - Punctuation (optional) 
10. Read About Easter - Punctuation & Capitalization (optional)

11. Optional Easter Crossword Puzzle and Teacher's Key (optional)

12. Easter Vocabulary Flash Cards (optional)



	Approximate Time:  1 - 2 hours



	Prerequisite Skills: Students should know how to read and follow simple directions in English, know the days of the week, and know cardinal and ordinal numbers.

Prerequisite Vocabulary:

April

Christian

church

dinner(s)

early as

Easter

Easter basket(s)

Easter bunny/rabbit

Easter egg hunt(s)

Easter egg(s)

holiday

jelly bean(s)

Jesus Christ

late as

March

spring



	Vocabulary: 

chick(s)

cross

Crucifixion

die/died

dye/dyeing

Easter Sunday

Good Friday

lily/lilies

Resurrection
	Optional Vocabulary:

Ash Wednesday

commemorate(s)

Holy Thursday

Holy Week

Last Supper

Lent/Lenten Season

Palm Sunday

Passover

slavery



	Materials Needed:  Whiteboard or flip chart, erasable markers, handouts, Easter pictures, flash cards, and transparencies of some handouts (optional).



	Equipment Needed:  Overhead projector (optional) and multimedia computer with Internet access (optional).



	Activities:

1.
Explain the purpose of the lesson.

2.
Write the pre-requisite vocabulary words on the board or flip chart.  Discuss their meanings and answer any questions the students may have about them.  Show corresponding Easter Pictures.

3. Introduce new vocabulary.  Show corresponding Easter pictures as you introduce each new vocabulary word.
a. Give students Easter Vocabulary.

b. Pronounce the new vocabulary words one at a time and have the students repeat the words in unison.

c. Pronounce the new vocabulary words one at a time, having individual students to repeat the word.  Repeat until the students can pronounce the words well.

d. Go over each vocabulary definition.  Make sure that students understand what each word means.  Carefully explain the difference between die and dye.  Explain that these two words sound the same but are spelled differently and have different meanings.

4. Give each student Read About Easter.

a. Read the passage aloud to the students.

b. Ask individual students to read one paragraph.  Instruct other students to circle the vocabulary words in the passage as they listen.  (These vocabulary words are shown in bold on the page.)

c. Ask the class to call out the vocabulary words they circled.  Write them on the board as they call them out.

5. For vocabulary practice, give students Easter Vocabulary Matching.  Students should complete this sheet independently.  Review answers orally.

6. Give students Easter Crossword Puzzle.  Students should complete this sheet independently.  Check answers orally as a group.  Use the answer key to check students' work.  These worksheets were made with Wordsheets 5.0 software available at www.qualint.com.  There is a free demonstration version that allows 10 printings.  After that, the software must be purchased.
7. Give students Easter Word Search.  Check answers orally as a group.  Use the answer key to check students' work.  These worksheets were made with Wordsheets 5.0 software available at www.qualint.com.  There is a free demonstration version that allows 10 printings.  After that, the software must be purchased.


	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Teacher observation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of student worksheets.



	Follow-up Activities:

1. Use Easter Vocabulary Flash Cards for additional vocabulary practice.  You can have the students make their own vocabulary flash cards using 3” x 5” index cards.

2. Have students write sentences using the vocabulary.

3. Teach the Optional Vocabulary.  Discuss additional information about the Easter season.  Discuss Lent or the Lenten Season.  Give students the Easter Optional Vocabulary and the Read More about Easter.  Have students circle the vocabulary and optional vocabulary in the story.  Check students’ work.
4. If you have low-intermediate students, use Handout: Read about Easter (Punctuation).  This sheet will ask them to add appropriate punctuation marks where necessary.  If you have high-intermediate students, use Handout: Read About Easter (Punctuation & Capitalization).  This sheet asks students to add punctuation marks as well as capitalize letters where needed.  The passage for these two sheets is identical.  Students should complete their sheet independently.  Review answers orally as a group.  It may be helpful to create an overhead transparency of the sheet you choose, so that students can see where the changes need to be made in the passage.  Be sure to remind students that all holidays, days of the week, and religious words are capitalized in English.  Note:  Crucifixion and Resurrection are capitalized when pertaining to Jesus.

5. For further vocabulary development, give students Optional Easter Crossword Puzzle.  Students should complete this sheet independently.  Check answers orally as a group.  Use the Optional Easter Crossword Puzzle answer key to check students' work.  This crossword puzzle uses both vocabulary and optional vocabulary.

6. Bring hard-boiled eggs to class and dye Easter eggs.  Have an egg-decorating contest.

7. Have an Easter egg hunt.  To make things interesting, you could put one word of a secret message in each egg.  Have the students figure out the secret message once they have found all of the eggs.

8. Bring in a jar of jelly beans.  Have students guess how many are in the jar.  Award the jar of jelly beans to the person whose guess is the closest.

9. Have students talk and/or write about how Easter is celebrated in their countries.  Perhaps they have pictures to share.

10. Instructors can visit the following websites for fun Easter activity ideas and additional information about Easter:

a. www.holidays.net/easter/
b. www.geocities.com/Heartland/7134/Easter/
c. www.wilstar.com/holidays/easter.htm 
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