Competency:  Understand that the United States Congress is Made up of Two Parts and Name the Parts
	Lesson Overview:  Students will have an understanding that the US Congress is comprised of two parts and will be able to name these two parts of Congress (House and Senate) 

This lesson plan includes:
1. Congress Vocabulary

2. Congress Summary

3. Congress Vocabulary Matching

4. Congress Matching Game

5. Congress Oral Quiz

6. Congress Word Search and Answer Key (optional)

7. Congress Vocabulary Flash Cards (optional)
8. Referenced texts


	Approximate Time:  1 – 2 hours


	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must read and write simple sentences and have a basic understanding of government.
Prerequisite Vocabulary:

branch

current

elect

government
serve



	Vocabulary:

bill(s)

Congress

congressman

House of Representatives

law(s)

legislative branch

population

representative(s)

Senate

senator

term(s)

veto

vote



	Materials Needed:  Whiteboard or flip chart, erasable markers, scotch tape/masking tape, US Citizen Check Yes by Ronna Magy, Contemporary’s Look at the US Books 1 and 2 by Carole Cross



	Equipment Needed:  None


	Activities:

1. Have the new vocabulary words written on the board when the students arrive for class.

2. Explain the purpose of the lesson.

3. Briefly review the prerequisite vocabulary and the basic concept of government.

4. Introduce new vocabulary.

a. Pronounce the new vocabulary words one at a time and have the students repeat the words in unison.

b. Pronounce the new vocabulary words one at a time and ask individual students to repeat the word.  Repeat until the students can pronounce the words well.

5. Introduce the meanings of the vocabulary words by giving students a copy of Congress Vocabulary and carefully reviewing the meaning of each word.  Orally work on pronunciation and understanding of each vocabulary word.

6. Give students Congress Summary.  Read the summary to the students and have them follow along.  Then ask students to read the summary or parts of the summary out loud.  Ask students questions about the summary to check for understanding.  (Note:  Not all of the vocabulary words are in the summary.  Discuss the relevance of the additional vocabulary words.)
7. Give students Congress Vocabulary Matching.  Have students work individually or in pairs on this activity.  Review answers orally.

8. “Before you read.”  This activity is on pages 50 and 51 of US Citizen Check Yes by Ronna Magy.  Follow the book’s simple directions for discussing rules in exercises A, B, C, and D.  These activities are to promote students’ understanding of how laws are made in the US Congress.   

9. “Citizenship Reading.”  This activity is on pages 51 and 52 of US Citizen Check Yes by Ronna  Magy.  Again, follow the book’s simple instructions for activities A, B, and C.  This reading explains the Senate, House of Representatives, and the power of Congress.  

10. “Fill in the Blank.”  This activity is on page 53 of US Citizen Check Yes by Ronna Magy. Students will read the paragraph and fill in the blank from the choices of words given.  
11. Congress Matching Game:  Draw two sets of columns on the board.  Label the first column “Senate” and the second column “House of Representatives.”  One set of columns should be on the left side of the board and one set should be on the right.  Divide students into 2 teams.  Give each team an envelope with the Congress Matching Game Cards inside.  Each envelope should include 8 cards.  Each flashcard will pertain to either the House of Representatives or the Senate.  Using tape to stick the cards to the board, student teams are to put the correct cards in the correct columns and the first team to correctly complete the activity is the “winner.” 

12. Give students the Congress Oral Quiz.  Make sure that you have thoroughly gone over the information on this quiz.  See if your students can tell you the answer to these questions when asked aloud.  The answers are provided on the quiz.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Instructor observation of student participation.
2. Evaluation of student worksheets.



	Optional/Follow-up Activities:

1. Activities on pages 73-76 of Contemporary’s Look at the US, Book 1 by Carole Gross.  These activities can be adapted to the individual or group.  

2. Activities on pages 73-76 of Contemporary’s Look at the US, Book 2 by Carole Gross.  These activities can be adapted to the individual or group as well.

3. Give students Congress Word Search for further vocabulary development.  Use the Congress Word Search Answer Key to check students’ work.
4. Use Congress Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary development.

5. Contemporary’s Look at the US, Book 1 by Carole Cross, pages 73-76. and Contemporary’s Look at the US, Book 2 by Carole Cross, pages 73-76.
6. US Citizen Check Yes by Ronna Magy, pages 50-53.
7. Have students write to their congressman.  For information on how to do this go to the website http://www.house.gov/writerep/ 

8. Give students additional information about the United States House of Representatives using the Internet.  The website www.house.gov  is a great website to get information from.  On this website you can look up the current representatives from any state and learn about the history of the U.S. House.  This website is too difficult for students to use by themselves.
9. Give students additional information about the United States Senate using the Internet.  The website www.senate.gov is a great website to get information from.  On this website you can look up the current senators from any state and learn about the history of the U.S. Senate.  This website may be too difficult for students to use by themselves.
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