Competency:  Recognize Compulsory School for Children

	Lesson Overview:  Students will learn vocabulary associated with the North Carolina Compulsory School Attendance Law.  They will learn the difference between excused and unexcused absences.

This lesson plan includes:

1. Compulsory School Vocabulary 
2. Compulsory School Vocabulary Matching

3. Compulsory School for Children Reading Comprehension
4. Compulsory School Vocabulary Flash Cards



	Approximate Time:  2 hours


	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read and write simple sentences and follow directions in English.

Prerequisite Vocabulary:

court(s)
regularly

school(s)


	Vocabulary:

absent

attend
compulsory

convict  (convicted)
enroll(ed)
excused absence(s)
fined

imprison(ed)
law(s)
oversleep(ing)
unexcused absence(s)


	Materials Needed:  Whiteboard or flip chart, erasable markers, handouts, and flash cards.


	Equipment Needed:  Multimedia Computer with Internet access (for optional activities).


	Activities:
1. Explain the purpose of the lesson.  

2. Ask students what they know about public school attendance.  Write their responses on the board or on a flip chart.

3. Briefly review the prerequisite vocabulary.  Make sure that the students understand the pronunciation and meaning of each word.

4. Go over the new vocabulary.  You may want to write the words on the board.

a. Make sure that each student can correctly pronounce the new words by having them pronounce the words aloud as a group and then individually.

b. Give the students Compulsory School Vocabulary.  Carefully explain each word and make sure that students understand the meanings.  A sample dictionary page is included to show how the vocabulary words are used when using a dictionary.

5. For further vocabulary development, use Compulsory School Vocabulary Matching. Students should complete these exercises independently.  Review answers orally.

6. To educate students about the North Carolina Compulsory School Attendance Law, use Compulsory School for Children Reading Comprehension.  Read the passage aloud to your students.  Tell them to listen and circle or underline all of the vocabulary words.  Have students take turns reading the paragraphs.  Discuss the passage.  Be sure that students realize that they do not have to enroll their five and six-year olds, therefore they do not have to attend.  If they decide to enroll their five and six-year olds, they are subject to this law and can be prosecuted.  To ensure comprehension, have students to complete the true/false section.  Review and discuss answers orally.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Instructor evaluation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of student worksheets



	Optional/Follow-Up Activities: 

1. Use Compulsory Schools Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary development.  Students may make their own flash cards using 3” X 5” index cards.

2. Follow this lesson with the intermediate-level unit entitled “Help with Children’s School Activities.”

3. Visit the following website for more information on public schools of North Carolina: http://www.ncpublicschools.org.

4. Oxford Picture Dictionary, by Oxford University Press, “Types of School”, page 112.
5. Oxford Picture Dictionary Intermediate Workbook, by Oxford University Press, “Types of School”, page 112.
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