Competency:  Identify Common Occupations

	Lesson Overview:  The purpose of this lesson is to teach students how to identify common occupations.

This lesson plan includes:

1. Pictures of Common Occupations

2. Common Occupation Vocabulary
3. Common Occupation Vocabulary Matching
4. Occupation Word Search
5. Occupation Crossword Puzzle
6. Name the Occupation 
7. Common Occupations Interview Students 
8. Common Occupations Dialogue
9. Common Occupations Vocabulary Flash Cards
10. Community Helpers Pocket Flash Cards (optional)

11. Occupation Math Problems (optional)

12. CD-ROM: Community Exploration

13. Language Builder Occupation Cards (optional)

14. Referenced text and materials



	Approximate Time: 2 Hours



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read and write sentences and be familiar with beginning level occupations.  Recognize common community services lesson plan (ESL/Civics Special Project Year 1) includes most of the prerequisite vocabulary.
Prerequisite Vocabulary:

bus driver

cashier

dentist

doctor

factory worker

farmer

firefighter

hairdresser

librarian

nurse

police officer

secretary

soldier

student

teacher/instructor

	Vocabulary: 

actor(s)/actress(es)

assembler(s)

attorney(s)/lawyer(s)

auto mechanic(s)

child-care worker(s)

computer programmer(s)

construction worker(s)

florist(s)

janitor(s)/custodian(s)

musician(s)

occupation(s)

photographer(s)

salesperson(s)



	Materials Needed:  White board or flip chart, erasable markers, handouts, pictures, flash cards, and prizes (optional).


	Equipment Needed: Multimedia computer for optional activities.



	Activities:

1. Have the new vocabulary words written on the board when the students arrive for class.  

2. Explain the purpose of the lesson.  Explain to the students the importance of knowing common occupations.

3. Introduce new vocabulary.  You may want to show the students the Pictures of Common Occupations as you introduce each new vocabulary word. 

a) Give students Common Occupation Vocabulary.

b) Pronounce the new vocabulary words one at a time and have the students repeat the words in unison.

c) Pronounce the new vocabulary words one at a time and ask individual students to repeat the word.  Repeat until the students can pronounce the words well.

d) Give students Common Occupation Vocabulary Matching.  Review answers orally.

4. Give students Occupation Word Search.  Use the answer key to check students' work.  These worksheets were made with Wordsheets 5.0 software available at www.qualint.com.  There is a free demonstration version that allows 10 printings.  After that, the software must be purchased.
5. Give students  Occupation Crossword Puzzle.  Use the answer key to check students' work.  These worksheets were made with Wordsheets 5.0 software available at www.qualint.com.  There is a free demonstration version that allows 10 printings.  After that, the software must be purchased.
6. Give students Name the Occupation.  Have the students take turns reading the sentences out loud.  Review answers orally.

7. To practice listening, speaking, and writing, have students interview one another using the Common Occupations - Interview Students.  Make sure that they have the opportunity to move around the room to conduct their "interviews" saying to one another, for example, "Hi, what is your name?  What is your occupation?"  Afterwards ask each student what his/her occupation is and write it on the board.  Explain any new occupations to the class.

8. Have students practice the Common Occupations Dialogue .  You can have them do this in pairs at their seats, in pairs at the front of the room, or both.  Repeat as necessary.  The teacher can also participate by reading the script of one of the students.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Teacher observation of students’ participation.
2. Evaluation of completed worksheets/handouts.


	Optional/Follow-up Activities:

1. Use Common Occupations Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary practice. You may also have the students make up their own flashcards on 3” X 5” index cards.

2. Students can practice writing sentences using the vocabulary.

3. Ask each student what one of his/her family member's occupation is. 
4. Use the Community Helpers Pocket Flash Cards to better familiarize the students with different occupations.  (These can be purchased from Trend Enterprises, Inc. or a state or local vendor carrying their products.)  The flash cards can be used to play matching games and discuss careers.   
5. Give students the Occupation Math Problems.  Have students work the math problems individually.  Have students take turns reading the questions out loud and review answers orally.
6. Use the CD-ROM: Community Exploration with a projection unit so that the entire class can view the program.  Or, if the software is installed on classroom computers and students have basic computing skills, this can be used individually.  

This is an excellent program about community locations and is very easy to use.  It is about an American community named Cornerstone. “...students discover the names of people, places and objects; eavesdrop on brief conversations between characters living in the Community; and view actions taking place.  Students can hear and see the English names of places and objects.  Students can also choose to hear and see two sentences:  the first sentence uses the word in context and often includes animation and sound effects; the second sentence provides a definition of the word.  If a microphone is available, students can record and play back their own speech and compare it to the speech provided on the computer.” (Jostens Home Learning)  

NOTE:  This is in the optional section only because not all classrooms may have access to the necessary technology, i.e. multimedia computers, projection units, etc.

7. The Oxford Picture Dictionary, by Oxford University Press, “Occupations”, pages 136-139.  Give each student a copy of the book. 

a. Have students read, write, and speak some of the important vocabulary words and locate the pictures that match.

b. Have students get in pairs.  One student should point to a picture and ask the other student, “What is this?”  The other student should respond by saying, “That is an apartment.”  or “That is a fire department.” and so on.  The students can take turns asking questions and giving answers.

8. Thematic Spelling:  Occupations, by Remedia Publications.  (This book is available from Remedia Publications or a state or local vendor carrying their products.) This reproducible workbook teaches dictionary work, work structure, sentence writing, and sentence dictation.  It also breaks down occupations into groups such as food, medical, construction, business, arts, and service.  The vocabulary words used are on a beginning/intermediate level.  

9. Community Workers, by Remedia Publications.  (This book is available from Remedia Publications or a state or local vendor carrying their products.)  This reproducible workbook contains vocabulary, short reading exercises, comprehension exercises, fill in the blank, matching, crossword puzzles, and more. 

10. Occupation Words, by Remedia Publications.  (This book is available from Remedia Publications or a state or local vendor carrying their products.)  This reproducible workbook addresses general information about occupations, categorizes occupations, and discusses high-risk jobs, job success, and job benefits.  Wonderful book to use.  Practices vocabulary, spelling, sentence writing, and expressing personal choices. 

11.  Reading About Careers Grade 2 and Reading About Careers Grade 5, Remedia Publications.   (These books are available from Remedia Publications or a state or local vendor carrying their products.)    These reproducible workbooks have great reading comprehension activities.  Each page has a paragraph about a career and then 8 questions to answer.  Grade 2 - Careers consist of: principal, teacher, doctor, bus driver, nurse, parent, firefighter, cowboy, plumber, busboy, scientist, fast-food clerk, scout leader, park worker, captain, and auto racer.  Grade 5 - Careers consist of DJ, president, senator, craftsman, printers, air traffic controller, photographer, military, salesperson, electrician, travel agent, landscaper, detective, translator, accountant, and nutritionist.

12. Write occupation clues on one set of cards, and corresponding occupations on another set of cards.  Mix the cards up and lay them face down on a table.  Take turns trying to match the cards. 

13. Use the Language Builder Occupation Cards, The Professionals' Choice (Available from Stages Learning Materials or a state or local vendor carrying their products) and choose one or more of the following activities:

a. Occupational Matching - Match the corresponding occupation cards.

b. Expressive Occupation Labeling - Show an occupation card and have students identify the occupations.

c. Tell Me About… - Show an occupation card and have students tell you about the occupation using complete sentences.

d. Storytelling - Show an occupation card and have each student tell/write a story about the person in the card.  
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