Columbus Day

Reading Comprehension

We celebrate Columbus Day on the second Monday in October.  This day honors the arrival of Christopher Columbus in America on October 12, 1492.

Columbus’s discovery of America was actually an accident.  He wanted to find a faster route to the east (Asia) so that he could trade for valuable spices.  He thought he could sail west and get there faster.

Columbus told the king and queen of Spain his idea, and they gave him money and supplies for the trip. Columbus and his crew sailed from Spain on three ships called the Niña, the Pinta, and the Santa Maria. 

It was a long journey for the 100 sailors. Weeks passed with no sight of land. The food, water, and supplies were almost gone. Most of the sailors wanted to turn back. Columbus cheered them by talking about the riches they would find.

On October 12, 1492, they saw land.  Columbus and his sailors thought they had arrived in India, but they had actually discovered the Americas.

Columbus discovered the New World for the Europeans, who, until then, believed the world was flat and ended somewhere in the Atlantic Ocean.

The people in Europe believed the world was flat until Columbus discovered the Americas.

No one is sure where Columbus landed in the New World.  Some say he landed in San Salvador.  Others say he landed on the Cuban Island of Hispaniola.
Reading Comprehension Questions

1. When is Columbus Day celebrated? 





2. Why did he want to find a quicker route to India? 
















3. Who gave him money and supplies for the trip?  
















4. What were the names of his three ships?  

















5. Who did Columbus discover a new world for? 




