Competency:  Describe Citizenship Day

	Lesson Overview:  Students will have an understanding of the date, history, and significance of Citizenship Day in the United States. 

This lesson plan includes:

1. Citizenship Day Vocabulary Flash Cards

2. Citizenship Day Vocabulary                

3. Citizenship Day Story

4. Citizenship Day Vocabulary Matching 

5. Citizenship Day Word Search

6. “New Colossus” by Emma Lazarus

7. Citizenship Day Fill in the Blanks

8. Reference texts 



	Approximate Time:  1 – 2 hours



	Prerequisite Skills: Students must be able to read and write simple sentences.



	Vocabulary:

citizen(s)

citizenship

Citizenship Day

honor

immigrant(s)

immigrate

responsibility/responsibilities

right(s)             

Statue of Liberty



	Materials Needed:  Whiteboard or flip chart, erasable markers, handouts, and various local newspapers 



	Equipment Needed: Multi-media computer with Internet access (optional)



	Activities:

1. Explain the purpose of the lesson.

2. Using the Citizenship Day Vocabulary Flash Cards, introduce new vocabulary to students.  Read each word out loud.  Have the students repeat the vocabulary word after you as a group.  Then have individual students repeat the vocabulary words.  Emphasize correct pronunciation.  

3. Give students Citizenship Day Vocabulary handout.  Carefully read each definition to the students.  Make sure that the students understand the meanings of the words.

4. Ask students the question:  What is a citizen?  Write student responses on the board or flip chart.  Explain to students that a citizen is a person who belongs to a society, community, or nation.  A United States citizen is a person who belongs to the United States.  

5. Read with students the Citizenship Day Story.  Answer any questions as needed.  Have students take turns reading a few sentences of the story.

6. Give students Citizenship Day Vocabulary Matching for vocabulary development.  Review answers orally.

7. Newspaper Activity:  Students search through local newspapers for pictures and articles about citizens in there community.  Look for items that show what being a citizen means.  After giving students time to look, have them share their findings with the class. Consider asking your students the following questions:   

a. What are some of the qualities of the citizens you read about?

b. What are some of the contributions these citizens have made?

c. What are some of the responsibilities of citizens in our community?

8. Emma Lazarus and the Statue of Liberty:  Students read the paragraphs about Emma Lazarus and the Statue of Liberty from the “Citizenship Day Poem” file.  Students may discuss the reading before moving on.   Students should read “The New Colossus”, Emma Lazarus’s poem about immigration.  In groups, let the class discuss how immigration has changed since the time Lazarus’s poem was written.  (Note:  if students are not at a level to understand the entire poem, just read the section that starts,  “Give me your tired, your poor . . .” and continue activity as normal.)  This information can be found at “The New Colossus” www.civnet.org/resources/teach/basic/part10/63.htm. 

9. Give students Citizenship Day Fill in the Blanks to test comprehension.  Review answers orally.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Evaluation of student worksheets.

2. Instructor observation of student participation.



	Optional/Follow-up Activities:

1. Use Citizenship Day Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary development.

2. Have students write sentences using the vocabulary words.

3. The Citizenship Manual, Intermediate Level from the ESL/Civics Special Project Curriculum, could follow this lesson.

4. Review “Life Events” on pages 20-21 of The Basic Oxford Picture Dictionary by Margot F. Gramer.  These are all events that could persuade a person to immigrate to another country. 

5. For more information about Citizenship Day, visit the website: www.patriotism.org/citizenship/.
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