Winter Storms and Blizzards 

Reading Comprehension

A winter storm is a storm with wind, freezing rain, sleet, or snow. It is not safe to drive during a winter storm, because roads may be slippery.

A blizzard is the most dangerous type of winter storm with heavy snowfall, cold temperatures, and strong winds of 35 miles per hour or more.  

These fast winds can cause whiteout conditions.  This means that drivers can only see blowing snow.  They cannot see the road or other cars.  Snow, ice, sleet, and freezing rain can also be present during a blizzard.  

A blizzard’s strong winds can also cause the snow to pile up and create snowdrifts. During whiteout conditions, drivers can’t see the snowdrifts and could run into them.  Do not drive during a blizzard.

High winds during a blizzard can make the air feel colder, making it dangerous to go outside.  This is called a wind chill.  You should stay inside and wear warm clothes during a blizzard.

Questions:

1. What is a winter storm? 

__________________________________________________
2. Why should you not drive during a winter storm? __________________________________________________
3. What is the most dangerous type of winter storm? __________________________________________________
4. Drivers can’t see the road or other cars during ________________________________  conditions.

5. A blizzard’s strong winds can cause snow to pile up and create ___________________________________________ .

