Competency:  Understand Amusement Parks

	Lesson Overview:  Students will learn vocabulary associated with theme parks, participate in a dialogue, and learn the grammar points of present continuous and past continuous.

This lesson plan includes:

1. Amusement Parks PowerPoint Presentation

2. Amusement Parks Listening Activity Dialogue and Answer Key

3. Amusement Parks Crossword Puzzle

4. Amusement Parks: Present Continuous 

5. Amusement Parks: Past Continuous 

6. "Wheel in the Sky" Listening (optional)
7. “Wheel in the Sky” Lyrics (optional)
8. Amusement Parks Vocabulary Flash Cards (optional)


	Approximate Time:  2-4 hours



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read and write simple sentences and paragraphs and to recognize and spell cardinal numbers. 

Prerequisite Vocabulary:  

day

year

season

children

family

close

between

group



	Vocabulary:

amusement park(s)

bumper car(s)

day pass(es)

ferris wheel(s)

game(s)

kiddie ride(s)



merry-go-round(s)

pass(es)

prize(s)


roller coaster
(s)



season pass(es)

ticket(s)

ticket booth(s)


water ride(s)





	Materials Needed:  

1. whiteboard or flipchart

2. erasable markers

3. worksheets and handouts

4. PowerPoint presentation disk or printed slides

5. theme park pamphlets (optional)

6. song lyric sheet (optional)

7. audio recording of “Wheel in the Sky” by Journey (optional)



	Equipment Needed:  
1. Desktop or laptop computer with projection unit
2. cassette player or CD player


	Activities:  

1. Have the new vocabulary words written on the board when the students arrive for class.  

2. Explain the purpose of the lesson.    

3. Introduce new vocabulary.  Make sure that students can correctly pronounce the new words by having them pronounce the words aloud as a group and then individually.  Repeat as necessary.

4. Carefully explain and/or demonstrate each word and make sure that students understand the meanings.

5. Orally review both pronunciation and meaning of vocabulary words.

6. For further vocabulary development, show the PowerPoint Presentation entitled “Amusement Parks.”  Discuss each picture.  If you do not have access to a computer, you may print each slide and use them as flashcards.  

Note:  In the last slide of this PowerPoint there is a link to a website where one can very easily design a roller coaster.  This is a fun and easy activity with animation and sounds.  This can be done as an instructor-guided activity or individually for those students who are minimally computer literate.  The URL address for this website is: http://dsc.discovery.com/convergence/coasters/interactive/interactive.html
4. Amusement Parks Crossword Puzzle.  This is a good review of the vocabulary words in this lesson.  Students can work either individually or in pairs.  Review the answers orally.  (This puzzle was made with Wordsheets 5.0 software available at www.qualint.com.  There is a free demonstration version that allows 10 printings.  After that, the software must be purchased.)

5. Ask students if they have ever visited a theme park.  Encourage them to talk about their experiences.

6. Listening Activity:  Provide each student with the Amusement Parks Listening Activity  Dialogue. 
a. Read the dialogue to the students from the answer key.  Students listen to the instructor read and fill in the missing words on their sheets.  You may have to read the dialogue more than once.  Read it at normal speed the first time, then a little slower the second time.  

b. Ask the class to read the dialogue as a group and to include the missing words as they read.  Write each missing word on the board so that students can check for spelling errors.  Ask for volunteers to read the dialogue to the class.  Then instruct all students to practice the dialogue with the person next to them.

7. Grammar Point- Present Continuous.  Give each student the Amusement Parks: Present Continuous sheet.  Discuss this grammar point with the students using the explanation and examples on the sheet.  Give students a few minutes to work on these either individually or in pairs and then check their responses in a class discussion format.

8. Grammar Point- Past Continuous.  Give each student the Amusement Parks: Past Continuous sheet.  Follow the same procedure as was given for Amusement Parks: Present Continuous.  You may elect to do the Past Continuous during a different class period.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:  

1. Teacher observation of student understanding in class 
2. Performance on worksheets
3. Performance on reading exercises


	Optional/Follow-up Activities:

1. Provide each student with a pamphlet of a theme park.  Discuss other vocabulary that wasn’t included in the PowerPoint presentation.  Most theme parks have a site map and/or pamphlet on their website.  These can be printed and used in class discussions if pamphlets aren’t readily available.

2. Obtain a recording of the song “Wheel in the Sky,” by  Journey.  Give students the "Wheel in the Sky" Listening Sheet which contains lyrics to the song with missing words.  Students listen and fill in the missing words.  Check their accuracy and discuss the song using the “Wheel in the Sky” Lyrics Sheet.
3. For further vocabulary development, use the Amusement Parks Vocabulary Flash Cards.
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