Competency:  Recognize the Washington Monument

	Lesson Overview:  The purpose of this lesson is to teach students to recognize the Washington Monument. 

This lesson plan includes:

1. The Washington Monument (story)

2. Washington Monument Vocabulary

3. Washington Monument Vocabulary Matching

4. Washington Monument Spelling Practice

5. Washington Monument Writing Practice

6. Washington Monument Conversation

7. Pictures of the Washington Monument

8. Washington Monument Vocabulary Flash Cards

9. Poster of the United States

10. Referenced Books and Materials

11. Activity: Designing a Memorial



	Approximate Time: One hour



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read and write basic sentences.

Prerequisite Vocabulary:  

United States                                      flag                   

country                                                honor             

government                                         



	Vocabulary: 

George Washington

monument

stone

structure

Washington Monument

Washington, D.C.


	Vocabulary for Optional Activities:

symbol

characteristics

memorial



	Materials Needed:  White board or flipchart, erasable markers, handouts, pictures of the Washington Monument, poster of the United States (Available from Creative Teaching Press, Inc. or a local or state vendor carrying their products), and prizes (optional).

Materials Needed for Optional Activities:  Washington Monument Vocabulary Flash Cards, crayons, markers, construction paper, colored pencils, modeling clay, etc.



	Equipment Needed:  None



	Activities:

1. Explain the purpose of the lesson.  Explain to the students the importance of recognizing the Washington Monument.

2. Ask the students what they already know about the Washington Monument.  Write the student responses on the board or flip chart.  Review orally.

3. Show the students Pictures of the Washington Monument.  Also show the students the Poster of the United States and point out Washington, D.C. where the Washington Monument is located.

4. Go over new vocabulary.  You may want to write the words on the board.

a. First of all make sure that each student can correctly pronounce the new words by having them pronounce the words aloud as a group and then individually.

b. Give the students Handout:  The Washington Monument Vocabulary.  Carefully explain each word and make sure that students understand the meanings.

5. Give students Handout:  The Washington Monument.  Read the story to the class.  Explain in appropriate detail any new information or vocabulary words. 

6. After having discussed the story, have students get in pairs or small groups and take turns reading a paragraph in the story until the entire story is completed.  Repeat as necessary.

7. Give students Handout:  The Washington Monument Vocabulary Matching.  After the students have completed the handout, review the answers orally.

8. Give students Handout:  The Washington Monument Spelling Practice.  Review the answers orally.

9. Give students Handout:  Washington Monument Writing Practice.  Have students write the sentences.  Review orally.

10. Have students practice the Conversation about the Washington Monument.  You can have them do this in pairs at their seats, in pairs at the front of the room, or both.  Repeat as necessary.  The teacher can also participate by reading the script of one of the students.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Teacher observation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of completed worksheets/handouts.



	Optional or follow-up Activities/Ideas:

1. Have a brief discussion about George Washington and what he did for our country.  Also, discuss other ways that George Washington is honored (ex. his portrait is on the quarter and dollar bill.) Use Look at the U.S. by Sally Wigginton, pp 20 - 21.
2. Use Washington Monument Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary practice.  You may also have the students make up their own flash cards on     3” X 5” index cards.

3. Students can practice writing sentences using the vocabulary.
4. Activity: Designing a Memorial  (This project is for more advanced beginners)
Divide students into small groups.  Ask each group to decide on someone that they believe should be honored with a memorial. Next, have them list the characteristics of that person.   Remind the students that a symbol is something that stands for or suggests something else.  Have students decide on symbols they will use in their monument in place of a portrait or likeness of the person they are memorializing. Working together with whatever supplies available, have the students create a model of their memorial. The model can be simple--made of crayon-decorated paper--or complex--modeled of clay and stucco or wooden building supplies. A written description of the ideas behind the structure should be included with each group's project.

5. Discuss other monuments and memorials in Washington, D.C.  Also ask the students if they know of any monuments and/or memorials that are located other places in the U.S.

6. Ask the students what memorials and monuments are in the country that they are from.

7. Have the students draw a picture of the Washington Memorial. Post drawings around the room and ask each student to tell about his or her picture.
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