Competency:  Name and Identify U.S. Paper Currency and Coins

	Lesson Overview:  The purpose of this lesson is to teach students to name and identify U.S. paper currency and coins.

This lesson plan includes the following:

1. Large Play Money

2. Classroom Select Money Kit

3. Handouts about each coin and paper currency
4. U.S. Money Matching

5. Conversation about U.S. Money

6. Matching Heads and Tails

7. U.S. Money Listening Exercise

8. U.S. Money Vocabulary Flashcards

9. Referenced books and materials



	Approximate Time: An hour or more if all activities are used.



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read and write simple sentences, know cardinal numbers, and be able to follow simple one-step directions.

Prerequisite Vocabulary:  

United States                          government                      more

size                                         color                                 less

front                                         back                                 equal



	Vocabulary: 

cent

coin(s)

dime

dollar

dollar bill

half-dollar

head

money

nickel


	paper currency

penny

quarter

tail



	Materials Needed: Whiteboard or flip chart, erasable markers, handouts, large play money, Classroom Select Money Kit, Recognizing Coins by Remedia Publications, and prizes (optional).

Materials Needed for Optional Activities:  Markers, paper, scissors, and U.S. Money Vocabulary Flash Cards.



	Equipment Needed:  None



	Activities:

1. Explain the purpose of the lesson.  Explain to the students how important it is to know how to identify U.S. money.  Show students large play money.  (Double Sided Big Money is Available from Frank Schaffer Publications, Inc. or from a state or local vendor who carries their products.)  Display these on the board or at the front of the room.

2. Ask the students if anyone can name any coins or paper currency.  Write down student responses on the board or flip chart.  Hold up the correct play money each time a student names a coin or currency.

3. Go over new vocabulary.  You may want to write the words on the board.  Make sure that each student can correctly pronounce the new words by having them pronounce the words aloud as a group and then individually.  Then carefully explain each word and make sure that students understand the meanings.  Show large play money as necessary.  

4. Hold up and name the play coins (from large play money).  Tell each coin's value.  Help students identify the pictures on the coins. (The two coins that students usually get the most confused with are the nickel and dime because of size vs. value.) Explain the terms heads and tails.  

5. Have students pass around the play coins from the Classroom Select Money Kit.  (This is available from Classroom Select or from a state or local vendor who carries their products.)  Explain that these coins are not real.  You can pass around real coins also.  Have students compare and describe the differences in color and size of the real coins.

6. Hold up the coins again and have students name the coins and tell the value of each.

7. Hold up, name, and tell the value of the play bills ($1, $5, $10, $20) from the Classroom Select Money Kit.  Help students identify the pictures on the bills.

8. Have students pass around the play bills.  Explain that these bills are not real.  You can hold up a real bill to show them the difference.  Have the students compare and describe the differences in the bills.

9. Give students Handouts about each coin and paper currency. (Penny, Nickel, Dime, Quarter, Paper Currency) These worksheets give the values of each coin and dollar.  These worksheets are available at: http://www.learningpage.com.  Membership to this site is free but you must register.  Go over these handouts very carefully since there is a lot of new information.

10. Give students Handout: U.S. Money Matching.  After the student have completed the handout, review answers orally.

11. Have students practice the Conversation about the U.S. Money.  You can have them do this in pairs at their seats, in pairs at the front of the room, or both.  Repeat as necessary.  The teacher can also participate by reading the script of one of the students.

12. Give students Handout: Matching Heads and Tails.  (This handout is from the workbook Recognizing Coins by Remedia Publications.) This is a reproducible workbook.  This handout asks students to draw a line to match the head of each coin to its tail.  It also asks the students to write the name of each coin.  

13. Give students U.S. Money Listening Exercise.  Call out the answers by using the U.S. Money Listening Exercise Answer Key.  



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Teacher observation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of completed worksheets/handouts.

3. Ask students to identify U.S. money (coins and currency) individually.



	Optional or follow-up Activities/Ideas:

1. Longman ESL Literacy by Yvonne Wong Nishio, "Money" pages 76.

2. The New Oxford Picture Dictionary by E.C. Parnwell, "Containers, Quantities, and Money", page 13.

3. The Basic Oxford Picture Dictionary by Margot F. Gramer, “Money", page 10.

4. The Basic Oxford Picture Dictionary Workbook by Jayme Adelson-Goldstein, Fiona Armstrong, and Norma Shapiro,  “Money”, page 10.

5. The Oxford Picture Dictionary, by Oxford University Press, “Money”, page 20.

6. Use U.S. Money Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary practice.  You may also have the students make up their own flash cards on 3” X 5” index cards.

7. Students can practice writing sentences using the vocabulary.

8. Ask students to bring examples of paper currency and/or coins from their countries and show it to class members.

9. Activity: Money story.  Display large play money on a table so that everyone can see them.  Give one student a pointer.  Tell the class a short story about finding money on the street or buried treasure.  Refer to coins and bills during the story.  Have the student with the pointer point to the appropriate coins and bills.  Ask the class to make sure that the student's selections are correct.

10. Activity: Make classroom money.  Identify symbols with which students may be familiar, such as a flag for a nation, a lion for bravery, and a dove for peace.  Display a Big Play Dime (tail side).  On the dime are a torch, an olive branch, and an oak branch.  Explain to the class briefly why these are on the dime and what they represent. (Torch-freedom, Olive branch - peace, Oak - strength)  Have the students in groups of 2 or 3 design and illustrate their own classroom money by using colors and symbols significant to them or the class.  Display these in the front of the class.

11. Explain some of the following money related idioms to the students:

pay through the nose -- Pay more than is needed.

in the money -- feeling lucky, winning money

short-change someone -- cheat someone

get something for a song -- get a very good (low) price

feel like a million dollars -- feel very good about something

money talks -- people listen when money is involved

money to burn -- having lots of money

made of money -- having lots of money

pocket money -- money to spend

money burning a hole in one's pocket -- money possessed that one really wants to spend

put your money where your mouth is -- spend or give money for something one believes in, or get the task done
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