Competency:  Recognize Common Safety Signs

	Lesson Overview:  Students will be able to identify and explain the meanings of Safety Signs.

This lesson plan includes:

1) Safety Signs handout

2) Safety Sign Matching Handout

3) Game Boards  (We made the game board as part of EL/Civics Education Special Project, but it is not saved as an electronic file.  Please call Melinda Hefner at (828) 726-2245 or e-mail her at mhefner@caldwell.cc.nc.us if you would like information about the game board.
4) Safety Sign Flashcards


	Approximate Time: 1 hour

	Prerequisite Skills: Reading

Prerequisite Vocabulary: None



	Vocabulary:

Bicycle crossing

Bike Route

Danger

Do Not Enter

Handicapped

Hill

Hospital

No Bicycles

One Way

Pedestrian Crossing

Railroad Crossing

School Crossing

Slippery When Wet

Stop

Telephone

Use Crosswalk

Watch Your Step

Yield



	Materials Needed:    Safety Signs Handout, laminated safety signs, Game boards, Dice, board tokens, Safety Sign Match Handout


	Equipment Needed:  None



	Activities (Reading, Writing, Speaking, Listening):

1) Provide students with the handout entitled Safety Signs. Talk about each sign using laminated signs. Have students practice the pronunciation of each sign.

2) Tell students to point to signs on the handout as you call them out by name.

3) Have students point to signs as you describe them:

a)  This sign means to slow down because there may be people crossing the street.

b) This sign means that there are handicapped facilities available and/or not to park your car here.

c) This sign means that there is a phone nearby.

d) This sign tells you that you may not go into a place.

e) This sign means that there is a hospital nearby.

f) This sign tells you to slow down for possible cyclists.

g) This sign tells you to slow down and/or to let someone go ahead of you.

h) This sign warns of a possible train.

i) This sign tells you to slow down in a school area.

j) This sign tells you that you may only travel in one direction.

k) This sign warns of danger.

l) This sign tells you to stop.

m) This sign says that bicycles aren't allowed.

n) This sign says that people may ride bicycles here.

o) This sign tells you to watch your step.

p) This sign tells you to cross the street using the crosswalk.

q) This sign tells you to slow down when it is raining.

r) This sign tells you to slow down for a hill.

After they point to the correct sign have them say the sign's name.

4) In groups of 2-4 let students play the board game that teaches safety signs. (If you have only a few students, play it as a class activity.) Students play by rolling the dice and advancing that number of spaces. Each space will have either a set of directions or a sign. If they land on a sign they tell you what it says and means. Other spaces may tell them to roll again or may penalize them for not obeying safety signs. The winner is the first to reach the space with You Win!  Award small prizes if you like.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1)  Teacher observation throughout the Safety Signs board game.

2)  Handout entitled Safety Sign Match.  Students must write the meanings of several different signs on the sheet.


	Follow-up Activities:

1)  Follow up with the lesson entitled “Recognizing Traffic Signs.”  This lesson teaches even more signs.

2)  Provide students with a Polaroid or digital camera.  Instruct them to take pictures of various signs they see.  Discuss the photos in class.

3)  Obtain copies of a Driver’s manual at the local DMV.  Discuss its contents as appropriate for the level of your students.  Be sure that the students know that this discussion is NOT official driver’s education instruction.

4)  Talk about getting various driving tickets and what to do if a police officer pulls you over.
5)  Use Safety Sign Flashcards for vocabulary development.
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