Competency:  Recite and Understand the Pledge of Allegiance

	Lesson Overview:  The purpose of this lesson is to teach students to recite and understand the meaning of the Pledge of Allegiance.

This lesson includes the following:

1. Pledge of Allegiance Poster

2. Pledge of Allegiance Vocabulary

3. The Pledge of Allegiance Handout

4. Pledge of Allegiance Vocabulary Matching

5. The Meaning of the Pledge of Allegiance

6. Meaning of the Pledge of Allegiance in Pictures

7. Pledge of Allegiance Dialogue

8. Pledge of Allegiance Game

9. Pledge of Allegiance Fill in the Blanks

10. Referenced books and materials 



	Approximate Time:  To cover this lesson thoroughly will take at least 2 or more hours.



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read and write simple sentences and follow simple directions.

Prerequisite vocabulary:

flag

United States

America

under



	Vocabulary: 

allegiance

God

indivisible

justice

liberty

nation

patriotic

promise

pledge

recite

republic



	Materials Needed:  A flag, Pledge of Allegiance pencils, The Pledge of Allegiance book (Available from Scholastic Cartwheel Books or a state or local vendor carrying their products), Pledge of Allegiance poster (Available from Top Notch Teacher Products, Inc.  or a state or local vendor carrying their products), Pledge of Allegiance vocabulary flash cards, “Please Pledge” game (optional), and handouts.

NOTE:  You must have the software, Print Shop Deluxe to open “Pledge of Allegiance Handout”.



	Equipment Needed:  None



	Activities:

1) Before class begins, place the Pledge of Allegiance poster where all students can see it.  If you have a real flag, display the flag at the front of the room. (Be sure to display the flag in accordance with proper flag etiquette.)

2) Explain the purpose of the lesson.  Tell students that they will not only learn to recite (say) the Pledge of Allegiance, but that they will also learn the meaning of the pledge.

3) Briefly tell the students what the Pledge of Allegiance is and then introduce new vocabulary.  You may want to write the words on the board.  NOTE:  You will get into detail about the meaning of the pledge later on in the lesson.  

a) Give the students Handout:  Pledge of Allegiance Vocabulary.  Make sure that each student can correctly pronounce the new words by having them pronounce the words aloud as a group and then individually.  (This is done after you have read the words aloud.)  

b) Carefully explain the meaning of each word and make sure that students understand the meanings.  Be particularly sensitive to the students when discussing the definition of God.

4) Give students the Handout:  The Pledge of Allegiance.  (The goal at this point is for the students to be able to read the pledge with ease.)

a) Discuss the importance and significance of the pledge with the students.  Explain in appropriate detail any new concepts or vocabulary.  Be sure to give examples of when we use of the Pledge of Allegiance.

b) Read the Pledge of Allegiance to the class.  Then ask the class to read the pledge along with you.  Ask for volunteers to read the pledge out loud.

c) Have the class divide into small groups and have each student take turns reading the pledge out loud.

5) Give students Handout:  Pledge of Allegiance Vocabulary Matching.  After the students have finished the handout, review the answers orally.

6) After all students can read the pledge and correctly pronounce the words in the pledge, give Handouts:  The Meaning of the Pledge of Allegiance and Meaning of the Pledge of Allegiance in Pictures.  Now is the time to break the pledge into small parts and to discuss the meanings of each part.

a) Using the handouts above, discuss with the students the meaning of each section of the pledge.  Make sure that the students are involved in the discussion.  You can do this by asking questions, having students read/recite the section you are discussing, etc.

b) Have students get in small groups to discuss the meanings of each section.  They may use either of the sheets as a guide. The instructor should move from group to group to assess the progress of the students and to provide help when necessary.

7) Discuss with the students what to do when saying the Pledge of Allegiance.  Emphasize the following:

a) Standing straight

b) Facing the flag

c) Taking off hat

d) Placing right hand over heart

e) Soldiers salute the flag

8) Have students practice saying the Pledge of Allegiance.  They may read the pledge from the big poster you posted at the first of the class or recite it from memory.   Make sure that they practice proper “pledge etiquette”.


	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1) Teacher observation of students’ participation.

2) Evaluation of completed worksheets/handouts.



	Optional/Follow-up Activities:

1) As a reward for students, give them the Pledge of Allegiance pencils.  (Available from Atlas Pen and Pencil Corp. or a state or local vendor carrying their products.

2) To encourage students to speak English outside of class, have each student make a set of flash cards out of red, white, and blue construction paper to take home.  This is also a good activity to help the students practice writing the vocabulary words.

3) Give students Pledge of Allegiance Dialogue.  There are a number of ways to demonstrate how to use this handout.  Choose the one you are most comfortable using.  Examples: 
a. The Instructor can read Student 1 lines and have the class in unison read Student 2 lines, 

b. Divide the class into two groups and have each group in unison say one of the student lines, 

c. Ask for a student volunteer to read student 1 line and you read student 2 line.  

After you do at least one of the above 3 choices to demonstrate then have the students choose a partner or you can choose one for them, and have the pairs practice the conversation.

4) Give students Pledge of Allegiance Game (File Folder Games, Social Studies by Carson-Dellosa Publishing Inc. “Please Pledge” game, pages 111-117.)

5) Give students Handout:  Pledge of Allegiance Fill in the Blanks Exercise.  After the students have completed the handout, review the answers orally.  
6) Use The Pledge of Allegiance book.  Even though this book was designed for children, it is a wonderful book to read to beginners or anyone new to the United States. 

a) Ask for student volunteers to read the book to the class and to show the class the pictures as they read.  (They need to stop reading at the end of the Pledge of Allegiance.)

b) The instructor can use this book when explaining the meaning of the pledge.

c) Tell students where to purchase the book so that those who want to can purchase it to read to their family.  (The book can be purchased at Barnes and Noble, Media Play, etc. for less than $4.00 including tax.)

7) To encourage speaking English outside of class, ask the students to take Meaning of the Pledge of Allegiance in Pictures Handout home and go over it with someone in their family or with a friend.  They can read the parts and explain them in English.

8) Regularly practice the Pledge of Allegiance in class.
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