Competency:  Name the months of the year, know how many days are in each month, and understand leap year.
	Lesson Overview:  The purpose of this lesson is to teach students to name the months of the year; to know how many days are in each month; to understand leap year. 

This lesson includes the following:

1. Months of the Year

2. Months of the Year Pocket Chart

3. Days of the Month

4. September

5. Months of the Year, Remember how many days are in each month.

6. Order of the Months of the Year

7. Matching the Months of the Year

8. Months of the Year Vocabulary Flash Cards

9. Months of the Year, Colors

10. Months of the Year Tracing Exercise

11. Months of the Year, Writing Exercise

12. Abbreviations of the Months of the Year

13. Abbreviations Matching

14. Referenced books and materials



	Approximate Time: Two hours. 



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to recognize ordinal numbers and days of the week.  They must be able to read simple sentences and follow simple oral and written directions.



	*Prerequisite Vocabulary:

capitalized   

circle

day(s)*

eighth**

eleventh**

fifth**

first**

fourth**

Friday*

last

Monday*

next

ninth**
	Saturday*

second**

seventh**

sixth**

Sunday*

tenth**

third**

this

Thursday*

Tuesday*

twelfth*

Wednesday*

week(s)*



	*These vocabulary are taught in the Days of the Week lesson.

**These vocabulary are taught in the Ordinal Numbers lesson.

	Vocabulary: 

April

August

December

February

January

July

June

Leap Year

March

May

month(s)

November

October

September

numbered

calendar



	Materials Needed:  White board or flip chart, erasable markers, clean eraser or ball (something soft to toss), handouts, current calendars, Months of the Year Pocket Chart, Months of the Year Vocabulary Flash Cards, and prizes (optional).



	Equipment Needed:  None



	Activities:

1) Explain the purpose of the lesson and the importance of knowing the months of the year.

2) Give students Handout:  Months of the Year to refer to. (This worksheet is available at http://www.learningpage.com.  Membership to this site is free but you must register.)  Write the months of the year in sequence on the board or flip chart and read each to the students. You can also display the Months of the Year Pocket Chart, use a large calendar, and/or use the handout.

3) Explain that there are twelve months in a  year and that the names of the months are capitalized.

4) Read the months of the year again and have students repeat them in unison or name them as you point to them.  Repeat as necessary until students can pronounce the words well.

5) Repeat the above exercise except this time, ask for individual responses.  Repeat as necessary until students can pronounce the words well.

6) Erase the board and write the months of the year, one at a time and in random order, on the board and ask for oral responses.  To increase/enhance participation, call on students for answers.  Repeat as necessary until students can pronounce the words well.

7) Write on the board. " This  month is ________.”  Ask students to orally respond in unison and then individually.  Repeat as necessary.  Do the same for “Last month was __________.” and “Next month will be ______________.”  Repeat as necessary.

Encourage students to respond in complete sentences, and give them an example of how to respond.    

8) Give students Handout: Days of the Month. (This worksheet is available at http://www.learningpage.com.  Membership to this site is free but you must register.) Read the story aloud to the students as they follow along.  Ask student volunteers to read the story aloud individually.  Have the students follow the directions on the worksheet.  Review orally as necessary.
9) Give students Handout: September. (This worksheet is available at http://www.learningpage.com.  Membership to this site is free but you must register.) Read this aloud to the students.  Make explanations as necessary.  Have the students follow the directions on the worksheet.  (You may want to make handouts for the other months with similar directions.)

10) Using a calendar, help the students locate their birth month. Then have them find their birthday and tell what day of the week it is.  

11) Give the students Handout: Months of the Year, Remember how many days     are in each month.  (This worksheet is available at http://www.learningpage.com.  Membership to this site is free but you must register.)  

a) Read this aloud to the students with the students following along.  Then have the students read this aloud as a group.  Make sure that students have adequate understanding of the poem.  Explain to the students about Leap Year.  Explain that February has 29 days in Leap Year.
b) Have students get in pairs and practice reading to one another.
c) Have the students answer the question on the worksheet.
d) Ask the students a series of questions about the number of days in each month and ask that they respond in complete sentences.  “How many days are in June?” and so on.
12) Pitch a ball or clean eraser to a student and say "January".  He/she must throw it to another student and say “February”, etc.  Repeat months of the year as necessary.

13) Give students Handout: Order of the Months of the Year to refer to.  Write on the board or flip chart the months of the year in sequence and beside of the month write down the ordinal number. Example: January   first, February   second. Ask the students as a group and/or individually what month is second, what month is fourth, etc. until students understand the order of the months.

14) Give students Handout: Matching the Months of the Year.  Review the answers orally.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1) Teacher observation of students’ participation.

2) Evaluation of student worksheets.



	Optional or follow-up Activities/Ideas:

1) The Oxford Picture Dictionary, Oxford University Press, “The Calendar”, page 18.

2) The Basic Oxford Picture Dictionary by Margot F. Gramer, “Time: Calendar”, page 5.

3) The Basic Oxford Picture Dictionary Workbook, by Jayme Adelson-Goldstein, Fiona Armstrong, and Norma Shapiro, “Time:  A Calendar”, page 5.

4) Word by Word Basic Picture Dictionary by Steven J. Molinsky and Bill Bliss, “The Calendar”, pages 54-55.

5) A Conversation Book 1 English in Everyday Life by Tina Kasloff Carver and Sandra Douglas Fotinos, “Months and Dates”, pages 28-29.

6) Show students a calendar and have them identify specific months of the year.

7) Use Months of the Year Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary development.  You may also have the students make up their own flash cards on 3” X 5” index cards.
8) Using colored pencils, ask the students to follow the directions on Handout: Months of the Year, Colors.   (This worksheet is available at http://www.learningpage.com.  Membership to this site is free but you must register.)

9) Literacy level students can practice tracing the months of the year.  See Handout: Months of the Year Tracing Exercise (2 pages).  (This worksheet is available with no registration necessary at: http://www.primarygames.com/print_zone/activitypages/months/months.htm. 

10) Give students Handout: Months of the Year, Writing Sentences.  Students can practice writing sentences about the months of the year.

11) Write the months of the year and the abbreviations for these months on the board or flip chart.  Explain why and when we use abbreviations for months or the year. Give students Handout: Abbreviations of the Months of the Year.  Students can practice writing the abbreviations of the months of the year on this handout.

12) Give students Handout:  Abbreviations Matching.   Review the answers orally.
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