Competency:  Understand the U.S. Judicial Branch

	Lesson Overview:  The purpose of this lesson is to provide students with an understanding of our nation’s judicial branch.  This lesson includes, reading, writing, speaking, listening, picture recognition and a lot of fun and information.
This lesson plan includes the following:

1. Judicial Branch Vocabulary Flash Cards

2. Judicial Branch Vocabulary Sheet

3. Judicial Branch Summary

4. Judicial Branch Dialogue Sheet

5. Judicial Branch Quiz

6. Pictures of judges and the Supreme Court building



	Approximate Time:  2 hours



	Prerequisite Skills:  A general understanding of the concept of democracy and the idea of elected representatives who represent the will of the people.  The lessons on the House of Representatives, the senate and the executive branch should be done first.  A brief overview of the three branches should be used, via a tree diagram on the board, and may prove helpful.

Prerequisite Vocabulary:  All vocabulary found within the House of Representatives lesson, the Senate lesson, and the executive branch lesson



	Vocabulary: 

appoint

Associate Justices

Chief Justice

fair

federal courts

highest

interpret

judges

judicial branch

retire

Supreme Court

unfair



	Materials Needed:  Whiteboard or flip chart, erasable markers, handouts, Pictures of Supreme Court Judges, and Picture of Supreme Court Building



	Equipment Needed:  Positive Attitude 



	Activities:  

1. Explain purpose of lesson.  Draw tree diagram on the board symbolizing the three branches of the government.

2. Ask students if any of their native governments are similar to the U.S. government.

3. Introduce vocabulary with Judicial Branch Vocabulary Flash Cards.  Only practice pronunciation at this point.

4. Go over vocabulary using the Judicial Branch Vocabulary Sheet.  Discuss each word. Check for understanding.   

5. Have the students read as you read out loud the Judicial Branch Summary. Discuss and check for comprehension.  Use the pictures on the Judicial Branch Vocabulary Sheet to back up reading.

6. Allow students time to work with a partner in reading this summary.  Ask for volunteers to read out loud after practice.  Allow each volunteer to read 1-2 paragraphs at a time.

7. Have the students read along as you read the entire Judicial Branch Dialogue Sheet to them.  Once again, check for comprehension.  Use pictures to back up information if necessary.

8. Allow students time to practice dialogue with a partner.  Make sure they are switching roles and walk around and check for proper pronunciation.

9. Ask for partners to volunteer reading the dialogue out loud to class.

10. Judicial Branch Quiz Handout may be given or saved for next class to check on knowledge retention.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:  

1. Observe participation during games/class for understanding.

2. Evaluation of completed worksheets.



	Optional/Follow-up Activities:

1. Students can write sentences with vocabulary from this lesson.

2. Use Judicial Branch Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary development.   You may also have the students make up their own flash cards on 3” X 5” index cards.
3. Play other games using the information gained in this lesson.

4. Students can create own dialogues using the gained information.

5. Have students write to the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court.

6. Have students role play being the Supreme Court judges.  Have one student be the Chief Justice.  

7. Play a game (Blurt, Jeopardy, Truth or Fib, Family Feud, etc) using questions on Judicial Branch Quiz Handout.
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