Competency:  Understand Floods

	Lesson Overview:  The purpose of this lesson is to teach students to understand floods and the dangers associated with them. 

This lesson includes the following:

1. Pictures of Floods

2. Floods Vocabulary

3. Floods (story)

4. Floods Vocabulary Matching

5. Floods Sentence Completion

6. Conversations About Floods

7. Additional Information About Floods with Pictures

8. Fact Sheet Backgrounder: Floods and Flash Floods
9. Floods Vocabulary Flash Cards
10. Referenced books and materials


	Approximate Time: One hour



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read and write simple sentences, be familiar with general weather, and be able to follow simple one-step directions.

Prerequisite Vocabulary:  

rain                               weather                        high

storm                            water                            land

river                              ocean                           snow                                 

                                           

	Vocabulary: 

damage

dangerous

destroy

flashflood

flood

flood warning

flood watch

overflow


	Vocabulary for Optional Activities:

natural disaster

dam

ocean

river

snow



	Materials Needed:  White board or flip chart, erasable markers, handouts, pictures of floods, floods vocabulary flash cards, and prizes (optional).



	Equipment Needed:  None



	Activities:

1. Explain the purpose of the lesson.  Show the students the pictures of floods.

2. Write down the word flood on the board or flip chart.  Read the word to the students and have students repeat it in unison and then individually.  Repeat as necessary.

3. Ask the students what they know about floods.  Write student responses on the board or flip chart.  Review orally.

4. Go over new vocabulary.  You may want to write the words on the board.

a. First of all make sure that each student can correctly pronounce the new words by having them pronounce the words aloud as a group and then individually.

b. Give the students Handout:  Flood Vocabulary.  Carefully explain each word and make sure that students understand the meanings.

5. Give students Handout:  Floods.  Read the story to the class.  Explain in appropriate detail any new information or vocabulary words.

6. After having discussed the story, have students get in pairs or small groups and take turns reading a paragraph in the story until the entire story is completed.  Repeat as necessary.

7. Give students Handout:  Flood Vocabulary matching.  Review the answers orally.

8. Using the lesson's vocabulary and after having made sure that the students know the meanings of the words, have the students complete the Handout: Flood Sentence Completion.  Review the answers orally.

9. Have students practice the Conversation about Floods.  You can have them do this in pairs at their seats, in pairs at the front of the room, or both.  Repeat as necessary.  The teacher can also participate by reading the script of one of the students.

10. Have the students write down what happens during a flood or draw a picture of what happens.  Post the writings/drawings around the room and have each student read/tell about his/her work.

11. Ask students if they have ever been in a flood.  If so, have them share stories of what happened during the flood.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Teacher observation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of completed worksheets/handouts.



	Optional or follow-up Activities/Ideas:

1. Give students Handout:  Additional Story or Information about Floods with Pictures.  

a. The instructor can read the story as students follow along.

b. Students can read the story as a group and follow with a discussion.

c. Students can take this handout home to read to family members or friends. 

2. Students can describe, either orally or in writing, the pictures of floods.
3. Use Floods Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary development.   You may also have the students make up their own flash cards on 3” X 5” index cards.

4. Students can practice writing sentences using flood vocabulary.

5. Use the Fact Sheet Backgrounder: Floods and Flash Floods for additional information on floods. This is available from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) at their website www.fema.gov/library/flood.htm Make sure to explain the important safety precautions to take during a flood.  This fact sheet is not a handout for the students. 

6. Have a very basic discussion about any recent floods or major floods in the past.  (Remember to include floods from other parts of the world as appropriate)

7. Explain to the students that floods can happen after spring rains, thunderstorms, winter snow thaws, dam failures, ocean waves that come too far on shore, or after rivers overflow.  Also explain that floods can be fast or slow rising.

8. Show a short video about floods.

9. Frightful Floods by Jennifer Boudart has more activities about floods.  This book includes pictures, great activities, and reproducible worksheets for classroom use.  (This book is available from Learning Resources or a local or state vendor carrying their products.)
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