Competency:  Name the Days of the Week

	Lesson Overview:  The purpose of this lesson is to teach students to name the days of the week.  

This lesson includes the following:

(Don’t be alarmed at the number of items in this lesson.  Most are very simple.)

1. Days of the Week Handout

2. Days of the Week Pocket Chart

3. Spelling the Days of the Week

4. Spelling the Days of the Week, Exercise #1

5. Writing the Days of the Week

6. Spelling the Days of the Week, Exercise #2

7. Order of the Days of the Week

8. Matching: Order of the Days of the Week

9. Weekends and Weekdays

10. Abbreviations of the Days of the Week

11. Matching: Abbreviations of the Days of the Week

12. Days of the Week Vocabulary Flash Cards

13. If today is…

14. Days of the Week Fun

15. Days of the Week:  What is the last Day of the Week

16. Days of the Week, Filling in the Missing Blank

17. Print the Days of the Week

18. Days of the Week, Write the Days

19. Referenced books and materials



	Approximate Time: 3 hours 



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read and write simple sentences, recognize ordinal numbers, be able to use a pencil, understand before and after, understand check mark and circle, and be able to follow simple one-step directions.

Prerequisite Vocabulary:  

first                                       second                            third

fourth                                    fifth                                 sixth

seventh



	Vocabulary:

day(s)                                     Saturday

Sunday                                   calendar

Monday                                   weekend

Tuesday                                  weekday(s)

Wednesday                             today

Thursday                                 yesterday

Friday                                      tomorrow



	Materials Needed:  Erasable markers, handouts, crayons or colored pencils, current monthly calendars, clean eraser or ball, Days of the Week Pocket Chart (optional), Days of the Week Vocabulary Flash Cards, and prizes (optional).



	Equipment Needed:  None



	Activities:  

1. Explain the purpose of the lesson and the importance of knowing the days of the week.

2. Give students Handout: Days of the Week to refer to.  Explain that there are seven (7) days in a week and that each of the days begins with a capital letter.  Write the days of the week in sequence on the board or flip chart and read each day to the students.  You can also use the Days of the Week Pocket Chart.
3. Read the days of the week again and have students repeat them in unison or name them as you point to them.

4. Repeat the above exercise except this time, ask for individual responses.

5. Using a current monthly calendar, point to each of the days of the week asking for responses from the class.  (You can draw a calendar on the board if necessary or you can use a pocket chart.)

6. Explain the vocabulary word “today”.

7. Ask the students, “What day is today?”  Have them give answers orally and ask them to put a check mark next to the day on Handout:  Days of the Week.  Ask each student and have him/her respond orally.

8. Explain the vocabulary words tomorrow and yesterday.  Make sure students understand these words before proceeding.  Write on the board “Yesterday was _____________________________.  Today is _________________. Tomorrow will be ________________________.”  Ask students to give the correct day of the week orally or you may ask that they write the answer on the board.

9. Ask the students, “What day(s) do we have class?”  Have students circle the day(s) that you have class on Handout:  Days of the Week.
10. Explain again that the days begin with capital letters. Give students Handout:  Spelling the Days of the Week.  Review this concept as necessary.  Review orally.

11. Give students Handout:  Spelling the Days of the Week Exercise #1.  This exercise emphasizes capitalization only.  Review orally after the students have completed.

12. Give students Handout:  Writing the Days of the Week.  This exercise gives students the opportunity to write the days of the week.  Review orally.

13. Give students Handout:  Spelling the Days of the Week Exercise #2.  This exercise emphasizes capitalization and spelling.  Review orally after the students have completed. 

14. Give students Handout:  Order of the Days of the Week.  Write on the board the days of the week in sequence and beside the day write down the ordinal number.  For example, Sunday first.  Read each to the students.  Refer to a current monthly calendar to show the sequence of the days of the week on a calendar. 

15. To further practice the ordering skill, explain to the students the following game:  Pitch a ball or clean eraser to a student and say, “Sunday.”  He/she must throw it to another student and say “Monday”, etc.  Repeat days of the week as necessary.  

16. Give students Handout:  Matching:  Order of the Days of the Week.  Review orally after the students have completed. 

17. Explain to the students the different days in a weekend and in weekdays.  Give students Handout:  Weekends and Weekdays.  Review orally. 

18. Give students Handout: Abbreviations for the Days of the Week.  Explain abbreviations and go over the handout.  Review orally.

19. Give students Handout:  Matching:  Abbreviations of the Days of the Week.  Review orally after the students have completed.

	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Teacher observation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of student worksheets.

3. Ask students individually to name the days of the week.

4. Ask students to write down the days of the week in correct order without prompts or use of worksheets.



	Optional or Follow-up Activities/Ideas:

1. Word by Word Basic Picture Dictionary by Steven J. Molinsky and Bill Bliss “The Calendar”, pages 54-55

2. The Oxford Picture Dictionary Beginning Workbook by Marjorie Fuchs, “The Calendar” pages 18-19.

3. Real-Life English, Steck-Vaughn Company, Unit 4 “Daily Living”, pages 47, 49, and 48.

4. The Oxford Picture Dictionary, by Norma Shapiro and Jayme Adelson-Goldstein, “The Calendar”, pages 18-19.

5. A Conversation Book 1 English in Everyday Life by Tina Kasloff Carver and Sandra Douglas Fotinos, Unit 3 “The Calendar”, pages 26-28.

6. Entry to English Book 3 by Kathleen Kelly Beal, “Calendar Days”, pages 41-45.

7. The Basic Oxford Picture Dictionary by Margo F. Gramer, “Time: A Calendar”, page 5.

8. The Basic Oxford Picture Dictionary Workbook by Jayme Adelson-Goldstein, Fiona Armstrong, and Norma Shapiro, “Time:  A Calendar”, page 5.

9. Show students a calendar and have them identify specific days of the week.

10. Use Days of the Week Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary development.  You may also have the students make up their own flash cards on 3” X 5” index cards.
11. For more advanced beginners who understand the concepts of "yesterday", tomorrow", "between", “comes before", and “comes after”, you may have them complete Handout:  If Today Is…  This worksheet is from School Express (www.schoolexpress.com).  The worksheets available for free from School Express may be reproduced for use in the classroom.  
12. For more advanced beginners, you may have them complete Handout: Days of the Week Fun.  In this handout students must unscramble the words and answer short questions.  This worksheet is from School Express (www.schoolexpress.com).  The worksheets available for free from School Express may be reproduced for use in the classroom. 
13. Give students additional worksheets for practice.  

a. Handout: Days of the Week, What is the last day of the week? (This worksheet is available at http://www.learningpage.com.  Membership to this site is free but you must register.)
b. Handout: Days of the Week, Fill in the missing blanks This handout has a section for capitalization and abbreviation practice. This worksheet is from School Express (www.schoolexpress.com).  The worksheets available for free from School Express may be reproduced for use in the classroom.

c. Handout: Print the days of the week. This worksheet is from School Express (www.schoolexpress.com).  The worksheets available for free from School Express may be reproduced for use in the classroom.

d. Students can practice tracing the days of the week on Handout: Days of the Week, Write the days.  This worksheet is available at http://www.learningpage.com.  Membership to this site is free but you must register.
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