Competency:  Know How to Count and Use U.S. Coins and Currency

	Lesson Overview:  The purpose of this lesson is to teach students to count and use United States coins and currency.  

This lesson plan includes the following:

1. Counting U.S. Money Vocabulary

2. Counting U.S. Money Vocabulary Matching

3. How to Count Coins

4. Money Match Me Cards

5. Classroom Select Money Kit

6. Large Play Money

7. Counting Money Pages 13, 16, 17, and 18
8. Conversation about Counting U.S. Money 

9. Counting Money Pages 10, 11, 12, 15, and 19 (optional)
10. Count and Use Currency Vocabulary Flash Cards  (optional)
11. Referenced books and materials


	Approximate Time:  1 ½  hours



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read and write simple sentences, know cardinal numbers, be able to name and identify U.S. paper currency and coins, be able to count, and be able to follow simple one-step directions.

Prerequisite Vocabulary:  

United States                          government                     front*

back*                                       penny*                             nickel*

dime*                                      quarter*                            half-dollar*

head*                                      tail*                                   currency*

money*                                   coin(s)*

*Taught in the Name and Identify U.S. Paper Currency and Coins lesson plan.



	Vocabulary: 

add

cent

change

count

dollar

subtract

total


	Vocabulary for Optional Activities:

more

less

equal                               

	Materials Needed: 

Whiteboard or flip chart, erasable markers, handouts, pictures, large paper money (Double Sided Big Money is Available from Frank Schaffer Publications, Inc. or from a state or local vendor who carries their products.), Classroom Select Money Kit (Available from Classroom Select or from a state or local vendor who carries their products.), Money Match Me Cards (Available from Trend Enterprises, Inc. or from a state or local vendor who carries their products.), blank note cards, Recognizing Coins by Remedia Publications, and prizes (optional).

Materials Needed for Optional Activities:  

Count and Use Currency Vocabulary Flash Cards, Money Match Me Cards, Classroom Money Kit, Items to use in a play store, and handouts.



	Equipment Needed:  None



	Activities:

1. Explain the purpose of the lesson.  Explain to the students the importance in learning how to count U.S. money and make change.  

2. Review naming and identifying U.S. money by showing the large play money.  Ask the students to name the U.S. coins and paper currency you show and tell its value.  Write down student responses on the board or flip chart.

3. Go over new vocabulary.  You may want to write the words on the board.

a. First of all make sure that each student can correctly pronounce the new words by having them pronounce the words aloud as a group and then individually.

b. Give the students Handout:  Counting U.S. Money Vocabulary.  Carefully explain each word and make sure that students understand the meanings.

c. Give students Handout:  Counting U.S. Money Vocabulary Matching. After students have completed the handout, review the answers orally.

4. Give students Handout:  How to Count Coins.  Explain how to count coins carefully.  Demonstrate how to count coins and paper currency using play money.

5. Teach and illustrate the dollar ($) and cent (¢) signs, and the decimal point.  Make sure to explain what each of these words mean.  Write the signs on the board.  Read each sign out loud and have students repeat as a group and individually. 

6. Give each student an index card with a money amount (one dollar and twenty cents) written on it or use the Money Match Me Cards (NOTE: Money Match Me cards only go up to 75 cents).  Have students come to the board and write the amount with numbers using the $ sign, cent sign, and decimal point.  (For example:  one dollar and twenty cents, $1.20 or fifty cents, .50 --- 50 C) Also have students say the amount.

7. Using the amount from the index cards, have students count the correct amount using the least amount of change (use play money from the Classroom Select  Money Kit.)  The instructor will need to demonstrate this several times and make sure the students understand what to do.

8. Give students Handouts: Counting Money Pages 13, 16, 17, and 18. These are from the workbook Recognizing Coins by Remedia Publications.  This is a reproducible workbook.

9. Have students practice the Conversation about Counting U.S. Money.  You can have them do this in pairs at their seats, in pairs at the front of the room, or both.  Repeat as necessary.  The teacher can also participate by reading the script of one of the students.

10. Ask the students to explain the monetary systems in the countries they are from and compare to the United States monetary systems.  (Ex.  smallest coin, coins and/or paper etc.)

	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Teacher observation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of completed worksheets/handouts.

3. Ask students to count U.S. money (coins and currency) individually.



	Optional or follow-up Activities/Ideas:

1. Longman ESL Literacy by Yvonne Wong Nishio, "Money" pages 75 - 94.
2. English for Everyday Activities A Picture Process Dictionary by Lawrence J. Zwier, "Paying for Things", page 48.

3. The Oxford Picture Dictionary Beginning Workbook, Oxford University Press, “Money”, pages 20.

4. Use Count and Use Currency Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary practice.  You may also have the students make up their own flash cards on 3” X 5” index cards.

5. Students can practice writing sentences using the vocabulary.

6. Divide the students into small groups and give each group a set of Money Match Me Cards.  Explain to the groups how to play different games with these cards (these are listed on the back of the Money Match Me box -- Coin Count, Matching Cents, Money Mates, etc.)  Have each group play several of the games.  This is a great way for the students to review everything they have learned and to practice conversation.

7. Give students additional handouts/worksheets for practice counting money including the following Handouts: Counting Money Pages 10, 11, 12, 15, and 19. These are from the workbook Recognizing Coins by Remedia Publications.  This is a reproducible workbook.

8. Set up a store inside the classroom.  Have all items priced.  Give each student a certain amount of play money.  Have the students select the items they want to purchase and decide if they have enough money by adding the individual prices.  Then have students pay the cashier with the play money and tell you how much change they should get back.  You can have the students take turns being the cashier.  The cashier should then give them back the correct change using play money.

9. More conversation practice about money.  Divide the students into groups (4-5 people in a group).  Have the groups stand in a circle.  Have one student start by saying a sentence about finding money (Example "I just found a nickel."  Then have the next student repeat the money he/she hears and add more money.  Example "I just found a nickel and a ten-dollar bill."  Continue until all students have a turn.
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