Competency:  Recognize the American flag and Understand Its Importance as a National Symbol

	Lesson Overview:  The purpose of this lesson is to teach students to recognize the United States flag and understand its importance as a national symbol.

This lesson plan includes:

1. Pictures of the American Flag

2. The Flag of the United States of America Handout

3. Picture of Betsy Ross and the First American Flag

4. Flag Rules and Regulations Information Sheet (for instructor information)
5. Conversation about the American Flag

6. American Flag Fill in the Blank 

7. The Flag Crossword Puzzle  

8. American Flag Vocabulary Flash Cards

9. Flag Folding Handout

10. 5-Pointed Star in One Snip Activity



	Approximate Time: 2 hours



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must know their primary colors, be able to read and write simple sentences, and be able to follow simple directions.

Prerequisite Vocabulary:  

America


blue



colors

                

different
                

flag





red



today



United States
      

white



	Vocabulary: 

13 original colonies

Betsy Ross

courage

justice

purity

represent

stands

stars

stripes

symbol


	Optional Vocabulary:

banner

courage

fairness                      

faithfulness 

grief

honor

hope

loyalty

nickname

Old Glory

purity

rank

sacrifice

sincerity

spangled 

strength



	Materials Needed:  White board or flip chart, erasable markers, handouts, picture of American flag or a real American flag.

Materials Needed for optional activities:  American flag, American Flag vocabulary flash cards, markers, paper, scissors, and rulers.



	Equipment Needed:  Multimedia computers with Internet access (optional)



	Activities:

1. Explain the purpose of the lesson.  Explain to the students very briefly that there are symbols used to depict Americans' shared values, principles, and beliefs. (Use language appropriate for your students' skill levels.)   Also, explain that they will learn (or have learned) about several different symbols and today they will learn about the American flag.

2. Ask the students what they already know about the American flag.  Write down student responses on the board or flip chart.  Review orally.

3. Show the students a Picture of the American Flag.  Discuss orally.  This is a good time to ask students to describe what they see.

4. Introduce lesson vocabulary.  (There is no vocabulary handout for this lesson.)  Review orally and make sure that students can correctly pronounce the new vocabulary and that they understand the meanings of the new words.  There are vocabulary development activities further down in this lesson.

5. Give students Handout:  The Flag of the United States of America.  Read the story to the class as the students follow along.  Explain in appropriate detail any new information or vocabulary words and write these on the board or flip chart.

a. Have students take turns reading the story to the class or to one another.  

b. Have students tell about the United States flag in their own words.  Use a real flag as a prompt.

6. Ask students to name the colors of the American flag.  Explain that we say the colors in a certain order: "Red, white and blue."  Tell how each color has a special meaning.  In the American flag for example:

a.  the blue stands for justice

b.  the white stands for purity

c.  the red stands for courage

                     Put these terms into words the students can understand using examples.

                     For example:  justice means fairness; purity is clean; and courage means

                     not afraid.

7. Explain how the symbols on the flag are also important.  The American flag has fifty stars, one for each state in the United States.  The thirteen stripes stand for the first thirteen colonies. Give the students a brief explanation of what states and colonies are.

8. Explain to the students that Betsy Ross is known for sewing the first American flag in 1776.  Show the students a Picture of Betsy Ross and the American Flag.  Note that the first flag had only 13 stars arranged in a circle.

9. Explain that there are several nicknames for the American flag including "Stars and Stripes," "Old Glory" and "The Star Spangled Banner."  Explain the meanings of each of these nicknames and, for students who do not understand what a nickname is, give them examples.  

10. Explain to the students how and when the American flag is displayed.  You can use the Flag Rules and Regulations Information Sheet for instructor information. (This sheet can be found at www.ushistory.org/betsy/flagetiq.html.)  This is very thorough, too difficult to give to students, and should only be referred to by the instructor.  The amount of information you tell your class will depend on the level of your students.  If you have a low  beginning level class you may want to just tell them the basics.  For example:

a. The flag should be displayed on all days, especially on certain holidays.

b. The flag is displayed 24 hours a day at several locations including the White House, the Betsy Ross House, all custom points and all points of entry into the United States.

c. No disrespect should be shown to the flag.  The flag should never touch the floor, ground, or water.  If it does, explain that the flag must be destroyed by, for example, burning it.  

d.  There is a special way to fold the flag.

11. Explain to the students that we celebrate the American flag on a special holiday called Flag Day.  Flag Day is celebrated every June 14.

12. Ask each student  to tell about his/her country’s national flag.  What colors does the flag have?  Do they symbolize anything?  Are there pictures or other symbols on the flag? 

13. Give students the Handout: Conversation about the American Flag. There are a number of ways to demonstrate how to use this handout.  Choose the one you are most comfortable using.  Examples: 
a. The Instructor can read Student 1 lines and have the class in unison read Student 2 lines, 

b. Divide the class into two groups and have each group in unison say one of the student lines, 

c. Ask for a student volunteer to read student 1 line and you read student 2 line.  

After you do at least one of the above choices to demonstrate, then have the students choose a partner or you can choose one for them, and have the pairs practice the conversation.

14. Give students Handout: American Flag Fill in the Blanks.  (This worksheet is available at http://www.everythingesl.net/downloads/United_States_flag2.pdf.)  Review the answers orally.
15. Give students Handout: The Flag Crossword Puzzle. (This crossword puzzle was made using EdHelper which is located at http://www.edhelper.com/.)  After the students have completed the handout, review the answers orally.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Teacher observation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of completed worksheets/handouts.



	Optional or follow-up Activities/Ideas:  

1. Brainstorm with students some of the items that are special to them.  Have them create a personal or class flag.  You might also teach the meanings of the colors commonly used on flags so that students can choose colors for their designs.

· blue:  fairness, faithfulness, sincerity

· black:  grief; feeling very bad

· green:  hope

· orange:  strength; being strong

· purple:  high rank (like a president, king or queen)

· red:  courage; not being afraid; braveness

· red-purple:  sacrifice

· silver or white:  faith, purity

· yellow or gold:  honor, loyalty

2. Use the Internet to go to the website http://www.ushistory.org/betsy/flagpics.html and show students how the American flag has changed throughout history.  

3. Use American Flag Vocabulary Flash Cards.  You may also have the students make up their own flash cards on 3” X 5” index cards.

4. Show students how to fold the American flag correctly by using the Flag Folding handout.  This is a good activity to teach following directions.  This information is located at http://www.usflag.org/fold.flag.html 

5. Activity: 5-Pointed Star in One Snip Have the students practice cutting out 5-pointed stars.  Use the enclosed directions.  Make sure you use 8 1/2" by 10" paper.  This is a good activity for the students to practice measurement and cut an 8 1/2" by 11" paper down to an 8 1/2 " by 10".  This is also a good activity to teach following directions and can be found at:  http://www.ushistory.org/betsy/flagstar.html )

6. Take your class to see a flag displayed on a flagpole if there is a flag where your class meets.  

7. Play patriotic songs as the students come into class.  Bring in a tape, CD, or use the Internet to go to the website http://countrymusic.about.com/library/weekly/aa092401a.htm?terms=Statue+of+Liberty and play some of the midis for your students.  To listen to the different patriotic songs just click on the song that you want to hear.  A window will pop up that will play the music.  To choose another song just click on the next one that you want to hear. Another website is: http://www.treefort.org/~rgrogan/web/flag3.htm.  This website plays The Star Spangled Banner on the homepage. 
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