3 Branches of Government

DIALOGUES
Part One

Speaker One- Excuse me.  Do you understand the U.S. Government?

Speaker Two- Sure.  What would you like to know?

Speaker One- How many branches are there?

Speaker Two- There are 3 branches: The Legislative Branch, The Executive Branch, and the Judicial Branch.

Speaker One- What is the duty or job of each branch?

Speaker Two- The legislative branch makes laws.  The executive branch enforces laws.  The judicial branch interprets laws.

Speaker One- Thanks for your help.  I understand now.

Speaker Two- You are welcome.  Have a great day.

Speaker One- You too.  Good bye.

PART TWO

Speaker One- What is the legislative branch?

Speaker Two- The legislative branch is Congress.  They make the federal laws of the United States.

Speaker One- How many houses are in Congress?

Speaker Two- There are two houses in Congress.  

Speaker One- What is the first house?

Speaker Two- The first house is called The House of Representatives.  There are 435 representatives in the United States.  They are elected for two years.

Speaker One- What is the second house called?

Speaker Two- The second house is called The Senate.  There are 100 senators, two for each state in the Union.  They are elected for six years.

Speaker One- Okay, I think I understand now.  Thanks for your help.

Speaker Two- You are welcome.  Have a wonderful day.

PART THREE

Speaker One- Hello.  How are you?

Speaker Two- I am fine, but I need help understanding the executive branch.  Can you help me?

Speaker One- Sure.  What would you like to know?

Speaker Two- What is the executive branch?

Speaker One- The executive branch is the president, the vice-president, the cabinet and the president’s special advisors.

Speaker Two- What is the job or duty of the executive branch?

Speaker One- They enforce the federal laws of the U.S.

Speaker Two- For how long do we elect the president?

Speaker One- The president is elected for four years.

Speaker Two- Who votes for the president?

Speaker One- The electoral college.

Speaker Two- Thanks a lot for your help.

Speaker One- You are welcome.  Have a nice day.

Speaker Two- I will, thank you.

PART FOUR

Speaker One- I need help with the judicial branch of the U.S. government.

Speaker Two- Okay, what would you like to know?

Speaker One- What is the judicial branch?

Speaker Two- The judicial branch is made up of the federal courts of the United States.

Speaker One- How many courts are there?

Speaker Two- There are many courts, but the highest court is the Supreme Court.

Speaker One- What does the judicial branch do?

Speaker Two- The judicial branch judges and interprets federal laws.

Speaker One- How many judges are there in the Supreme Court?

Speaker Two- There are nine judges.  One Chief Justice and eight Associate Justices.

Speaker One- Who elects the judges?

Speaker Two- Judges are not elected.  They are appointed by the president for life or until they retire.

Speaker One- You have been very helpful.  Thanks for all of your help.

Speaker Two- You are very welcome.  I hope I can help again soon.

