Kathleen Turner, “Small, Medium, and Large Ways to Incorporate Oral Communication in the Classroom”
1.  Better communicators make better students because they:

a. have higher college entrance scores.

b. make the faculty happier.

c. have higher GPAs.
d. have higher motivation.

e. make a decision about their program choice early.

f. a,c, and d only

Answer:     f

2.  Choose one of the four examples used to show how to incorporate oral communication in the classroom in small ways.  Write a brief description of how you could use this method in your classroom.
Answers will vary based on the instructor’s field.  The four examples are:


Call the Question – At the beginning of the semester, when calling the roll, ask them to respond to a prompt such as, “Tell us about your home town.”  Later, as the course progresses, ask them a question relating to the reading, course material.


Quiz Shows – Based on Jeopardy, American Idol, or any chosen quiz show,  prepare course material/questioning strategies around these formats.


Think, Pair, and Share – Pose questions, students have time to think, write comments, then pair with others to discuss.  After this process, the pairs can share their answers with the class.


Impromptu Presentations – With no advance preparation on the part of the students, use a quote from your field and have students develop a short, extemporaneous speech to discuss ideas.

3.  Choose one of the four examples used to show how to incorporate oral communication in the classroom in medium ways.  Write a brief description of how you could use this method in your classroom.
Answers will vary based on the instructor’s field.  The four examples are:


It’s News to Me – Bring in news items relevant to a class topic.  Students will analyze what’s not included, what’s wrong, or what the news writer should have known about the topic.  Make connections between your course and the current events and students will analyze the persuasive techniques used in ads.


Brought to You By – Using ads from media, analyze the persuasive content.  What are advertisers trying to do to slant the information or persuade the audience?


Now Playing the Role of – Class role-plays in short skits characterizing some aspect of the content material from the course.  


Fishbowl Discussions – Give students a series of questions in advance.  Organize the classroom so that four seats are surrounded by all others in a circle.  The four students in the center have a discussion about a class topic, while the onlookers listen.  When one student feels he/she has made a significant contribution to the discussion, he/she moves into the outer circle and someone from the outer circle moves in to take his/her place.  No seat in the center should be empty for more than 30 seconds.  Use a timekeeper.  Everyone participates.   

4.   Choose one of the four examples used to show how to incorporate oral communication in the classroom in large ways.  Write a brief description of how you could use this method in your classroom.
Answers will vary based on the instructor’s field.  The four examples are:

Formal Speeches – Prepare as you would a formal speech, but use creative approaches.  Have students speak to different audiences.  You might bring in Boy Scouts, alumni, or senior citizens to hear the speeches.  In this way, students learn how to adapt their speeches to different audiences and it provides a service component to the class.


Debates – Instructor provides a proposition (for example:  The electoral college should be abolished.)  Divide the students into teams.  Two students speak for the proposition and two speak against the proposition.  The arguments should be alternated, with additional students doing rebuttals.  At the end of the activity, students move to the side of the room which represents the argument they most agree with in what is called “Division of the House.”


Now Playing the Role Of – Students prepare in advance to portray the roles of characters from your course content in a discussion that is relevant.


Talk Shows – Students prepare a talk show format using characters from the course content.

