Stephen Brookfield “What is Critical Thinking”
1.  According to Stephen Brookfield, critical thinking is not:

a. linear.

b. formal.

c. learned only in college.

d. a survival tool of adult life.

e. all of the above.

f. a,b, and d only.

Answer:     e
2.  Critical thinking is the ____________and ______________of assumptions that lie behind our actions, decisions and choices.

a. influence /effect

b. identification /analysis

c. structure /productivity

d. perspective /achievement

e. basis/verification

Answer:     b
3.  What is one thing that teachers can do to help students feel at ease about identifying their assumptions?  Give an example.

Answer:     Teachers should make public their assumptions about a few things relating to the class.  

For example,  a teacher could tell the class about their assumptions when:

a. introducing a new classroom activity.

b. arranging the class seating.

c. sequencing activities over a period of weeks.

4.  According to Brookfield, what is at the core of critical thinking?

a. Creativity
b. Alternative perspectives

c. Examining our assumptions

d. Taking informed actions

e. Sequential stages of thinking

Answer:     c
5.  Our most strongly internalized, threatening  assumptions are_________________________.

Answer:  Paradigmatic
6.  Why are these assumptions so difficult to identify?

Answer examples:  

Paradigmatic assumptions are difficult to identify because they are so much a part of how we view the world.  

We resist confronting them because we know if we question them, a lot of our lives is called into question.

7.  Where could we find examples of Prescriptive assumptions?

Answer:  

Professional codes of ethics

Institutional mission statements

8.  Give an example of a type of Causal assumption:

Answer:   If I arrange the classroom in a circle, then the students will communicate more openly.

(Answer must include cause and effect – if, then statement)

9.  Brookfield advises that it is not always appropriate to teach critical thinking to students until they have accomplished two skills.  What are those two skills?
Answer:

a.  Student is beyond the novice level – has a sense of the building blocks necessary to perform tasks

b. After initial assimilation – student has a sense of the grammar of the skills being taught – has a set of rules that can be applied to specific tasks

10.  It is appropriate to teach critical thinking:

a. when skills and knowledge have to be applied in the real world.

b. when independent judgment is needed.

c. when alternative explanations/interpretations are possible

d. when actions/decisions/judgments need to be informed.

e. when thinking on your feet is called for.

f. when venturing into new territory.

g. All of the above.

Answer:     g

11.  Watching someone demonstrate critical thinking is called:

a. identifying assumptions.

b. modeling.

c. venturing into new territory.

d. plausible hypotheses.

e. a and d only.

Answer:     b

12. What is one method to help “Build a Case” for teaching critical thinking to students?
Answer examples:

a.  Using evidence from the workplace that critical thinking is necessary.

b. Bringing speakers from outside sources to talk as experts about why critical thinking is important.

13.  Critical thinking is a social learning process.  For this reason, it is good to work:

a. in isolation for better reflection about assumptions/ issues.

b. in different locations around the room in order to have different perspectives.

c. in groups so that students are not on their own to uncover assumptions.

d. in non-specific experiences to diversify thinking.

e. in hypothetical experiences to deflect anxiety.
Answer:     c

14. Describe the concept of “Incremental Movement Closer” as it pertains to teaching critical thinking.

Answer example:   Begin by using a case study to recognize general assumptions.  Introduce the mental protocol for recognizing assumptions by starting “far away” and then bring them to their own, similar experience to uncover how they may have similar assumptions about a particular issue.

15.  What type of critical thinking was Dr. Brookfield using when he asked for feedback about using his website, www.stephenbrookfield.com?

Answer:  Modeling

