Assessments for Debbie
Ron Baker – “Connecting the Dots: Aligning Practice With Intentions”

1. Based on Ron Baker’s “Purposeful Practice Matrix, use the grid below to design an intended outcome for a theory, concept, or skill in your course.
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	ACA 118
	Critical Thinking – uncovering assumptions/mistakes in logic as barriers to success and vulnerability to outside influence.
	Case studies
	Groups will  define, and determine validity of assumptions in thinking to determine errors in logic.
	Groups of students will present case studies to class to test validity of assumptions .

	Classroom discussion, concrete examples.
	Quiz on similar case studies given at end of unit.
	Personal bias by individuals, background and cultural diversity.
	Evidence from case studies.


2.  Describe some assumptions you may have made about what students learn in your class that have not been substantiated by their assessment outcomes.

a.  Mistaking enthusiasm for a discussion subject for knowledge about the content.  When students were tested on the subject matter, it was evident that their basis of knowledge was not rooted in evidence or fact, but in opinion.

b. I have assumed that one demonstration of comprehension meant that comprehension occurred in other aspects or situation with variables that would affect the outcome.  Students were unable to apply principles from one area to another to determine options, outcomes, or difficulties.
3.  What is the relationship between course outcomes and program outcomes?

      Ex.:   Course outcomes provide detailed, specific relationships to program outcomes through requirements.  Program outcomes are more general in nature. 
4.  What does Ron Baker say about the importance of electives in a program?

a.  Sometimes the only way to achieve a program initiative/outcome is through an elective.   

b. Electives are not preferred ways of achieving outcomes because they are not assessed in tandem with program initiatives.
c. Outcome results are usually skewed because of transient instructor assignments.

d. Because not all students take the same electives, they should never be used to determine program outcomes.
Answer:   a.
5. What is one benefit of using the Course Outcomes Analysis Guide?

a.  Instructors no longer have to determine their course objectives – it is already done for you by your program.

b. It allows for a program audit to determine if the courses are aligned with the program goals.

c. It becomes a way to determine if the program should be terminated.

d. To determine which pieces of the program do not fit together and should be replaced by other courses.

Answer:  b.

