American History Handout 1
Original Thirteen Colonies
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First 13 states of the United States were called 13 original colonies
and people living in these colonies were called colonists. They came
to the New World America for several reasons.

1. To explore and to own their own land.
2. Freedom of Religion.
3. To have a new way of life.

Many immigrants moved from Europe to settle in the colonies. All 13
colonies were located at the east coast of America and owned by
England. They were divided into three regions:

1. The New England Colonies: New Hampshire, Rhode
Island, Massachusetts, and Connecticut.

2. The Middle Colonies: New York, Pennsylvania, New
Jersey, and Delaware.

3. The Southern Colonies: Maryland, Virginia, North
Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia.

Virginia was the first and Georgia was the last colony. Most colonists
were farmers. They used to grow mainly cotton and tobacco. Native
Americans helped them.
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Vocabulary
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Territory: an area under the control of a foreign government and it has a lower
status than most constituent parts of the state.

o

Puerto Rico(U.S. Territory)

Civil War: a war between the regions of the same country such as war between
northern and southern regions of the United States.

Colony: a distant territory controlled by its parent country from far.
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Colonists: people living in colonies.

Slave: person forced to work with no or little pay.

Independence: freedom from control of others.

Native Americans: original inhabitants of the Americas EHIRUH Sh@wilJLP VY




