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Course:  What is an American?

Unit:  Growth

Lesson:  The Cost of Government


And so, my fellow Americans, ask not what your country can do for you; ask what you can do for your country.

John Fitzgerald Kennedy

Competency Objectives:
Learners understand the purpose of taxes.




Learners understand their responsibility to pay taxes.

Suggested Criteria for Success:
Learners tell the importance of April 15.

Learners identify the types of taxes that federal, state, and local governments assess.

Learners tell how taxes are used.

Learners explain their responsibility for paying taxes.

Other teacher-selected criteria to match the materials chosen from the Suggested Resources given below

Suggested Vocabulary:
taxes


payroll tax

sales tax




property tax

income tax

estate tax

other teacher-selected vocabulary to match materials chosen from the Suggested Resources given below

Suggested Materials:
pens or pencils and paper


one or more of the following

 computers with internet connection or handouts of selected materials printed from http://www.irs.ustreas.gov/app/understandingTaxes/index.jsp

.  (See Suggested Resources below.)  This site has lesson plans on taxes that are available online or as downloadable print resources.  Content is divided into two segments:  (1) The How of Taxes and (2) The Why of Taxes.  Downloads are in PDF format, with the exception of a series of Power Point presentations.

 handout for Reading Activity entitled Where Does Your Tax Money Go?  (See Suggested Resources below.)  Separate the Reading Activity from the instructions before you copy and distribute the handout to students.  To update the figures in this lesson to the most current data, use A Citizen’s Guide to the Federal Budget for the most recent year that is provided.  (See Suggested Resources below.)

Suggested Resources:
http://www.irs.ustreas.gov/app/understandingTaxes/index.jsp  Click on Teacher Site for the IRS tax education program entitled Understanding Taxes.  Content is divided into The Hows of Taxes and The Whys of Taxes.  Under The Whys of Taxes, Theme 1, click on Lesson 1 Why Pay Taxes?  Then click on Power Point Presentation Your Role as a Taxpayer.

http://www.handsonenglish.com/curr/March01.html  An ESL Lesson called Where Does Your Tax Money Go?  (or go to http://www.handsonenglish.com/, and click on Try a current events activity near the bottom of the page.  Then click on where your taxes go (March 01) in the column on the left of the page that comes up.

http://www.whitehouse.gov  Click on Site Map (top of screen) and scroll down to Office of Management and Budget (under Government heading).  Use the Search function on this page to look up A Citizen’s Guide to the Federal Budget.  The following gave direct access at the time of this writing:

http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/budget/fy2002/guide01.html http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/budget/fy2002/guide.html 

Adapt to include to the most recent figures available to you.

http://uscis.gov/graphics/





  Click on Immigration Services and Benefits (left side of page).  Then click on Naturalization (left side of page).  Now click on Eligibility and Testing.  From this location scroll down and

· Click on Download United States History Study Guide for Civics Exam.  (107 pages)

· Click on Download United States Government Structure Study Guide For Civics Exam.  (58 pages)

· Click on 100 Sample US History and Government Questions with Answers.  (9 pages)

Suggested Methods:
Lecture/Discussion, Problem Solving, Journal Work, Other Teacher-Selected Methods

Some Suggested Steps

Instructional Materials.  Use the resources above to the extent of your students’ interests and abilities to cover the following points:

· What is the purpose of taxes?

· What types of taxes are there?

· What is my responsibility for taxes?

Class Problem Solving.  Your city has $100,000 in tax revenues and a city controversy over the use of these resources.  Should the money be used to build a new softball field or to purchase trees for the city park?  Develop a list of pros and cons for each idea.  Remember to think about how each would benefit the community, and decide which way you think the city should use its tax money.  NOTE:  You may find it advantageous to change the problem for discussion to something currently pertinent in your local setting.

Guest Speaker. Invite a local city council or city government person to speak to your class about how your city collects and spends its revenue.  Prior to arranging for the speaker to come, have students write a list of specific questions to ask him or her.

Write Your Congressman. Help students brainstorm about their questions on tax and money issues.  List the questions on the board.  Some starter examples follow:  How are my federal taxes used?  How will the war with Iraq affect how much money I will pay in taxes?  Why do I have to pay Social Security and Medicare taxes?  Select a single issue that is of interest to many of your students and write a class letter to your state representative to ask about it.  Be sure to explain that your class is studying English as a Second Language.  Send the letter and make sure you include a return address.  You should receive a reply.

Journal Work.  Using your local newspaper, circle or cut out articles that show each of the following taxes in action:
Federal taxes:  National Defense

State taxes:  Education

Local taxes:  Fire Protection, Police Protection

Write a sentence or paragraph to tell how you personally benefit from the following services that taxes pay for:  national defense, postal service, education, fire protection, police protection.  

In what other ways do you benefit from taxes?
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