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Course:  What is an American?

Unit:  United We Stand

Lesson:  The World Wars

We, and all others who believe in freedom as deeply as we do, would rather die on our feet than live on our knees.

Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 1941

Competency Objectives:
The adult learners will know about World War I, the Depression, and World War II.

Suggested Criteria for Success:
The learners will be able to identify causes, outcomes, and important people in World War I, the Depression, and World War II

Suggested Vocabulary:
isolationism

neutrality
Depression




stock market

invade

Allies




Central Powers

D-Day

Axis




atomic bomb

unconditional
veterans

Suggested Materials:
 pencils or pens and paper




 black/white board and chalk/marker




 handout pages from the end of this lesson




 globe and/or world maps

 World War I posters, Depression websites, and World War II posters (see Suggested Resources below).  Options for using these materials in class include (1) print posters/pictures to pass around as copyright allows; (2) use a multimedia classroom or a computer and LCD projector; (3) or use the type of printer, ink, and transparencies that enable you to produce materials for use with an overhead projector.

 personal copy of Roosevelt’s speech http://www.libertynet.org/~edcivic/fdr.html
Suggested Resources:
http://uscis.gov/graphics/






  Click on Immigration Services and Benefits (left side of page).  Then click on Naturalization (left side of page).  Now click on Eligibility and Testing.  From this location scroll down and

· Click on Download United States History Study Guide for Civics Exam.  (107 pages)

· Click on Download United States Government Structure Study Guide For Civics Exam.  (58 pages)

· Click on 100 Sample US History and Government Questions with Answers.  (9 pages)

http://www.libertynet.org/~edcivic/fdr.html  The Four Freedoms, delivered by Franklin D. Roosevelt, January 6, 1941.

http://www.hyperhistory.com/online_n2/maptext_n2/ww_1.html  World War I map.

http://www.umkc.edu/  Use the Search box to look for Veteran’s Day.  Click on cached at the end of the Veteran’s Day entry that your search produces.

http://www.phoenix.med.va.gov/Images/Images_Press_Kit/Press_releases/origins_of_veterans_day_fact_sheet.pdf Veteran’s Day
http://www.usmemorialday.org/backgrnd.html  Memorial Day

http://www.education-world.com/a_lesson/lesson119.shtml  Memorial Day.

http://www.historychannel.com/classroom/worldwarII/index.html  Click on Interactive Time Line and Map.

· World War I posters

http://www.archives.gov/education/constitution-community.html  Scroll down to the heading The Emergence of Modern America (1890-1930).  Under this heading, click on Sow the Seeds of Victory!  Posters from the Food Administration during World War I.  Scroll down until you come to the poster illustrations.  Click beneath a picture to enlarge it.

http://www.library.georgetown.edu/dept/speccoll/amposter.htm  double click on a poster to enlarge it.

http://www.rare-posters.com/usother.html  double click on a poster to enlarge it

http://www.wasp-wwii.org/wasp/signs.htm  WWII Posters (Women Air Force Service Pilots)

http://www.thegunmuseum.com/ww1posters.htm
http://digital.lib.umn.edu/warposters/warpost.html  Click on Search Posters. Limit your search to World+War+1+United+States+Posters or to 
World+War+2+United+States+Posters.  Double click on the poster you want to take you to additional information; then double click on it again to enlarge it.

· Depression pictures

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpedu/lessons/98/dime/photo.html 

http://www.pembrokesc.vic.edu.au/kla_sose/gd/pictures.htm 

http://history1900s.about.com/library/photos/blyindexdepression.htm  See section called Life During the Depression
· World War II posters and ration coupons

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/wpaposters/highlight7.html  World War II posters from the WPA.

http://www.the-forum.com/posters/warpost3.htm  World War II Posters.

http://www.olive-drab.com  Enter World War II Posters and click on Search.  Click on selected posters, especially Rosie the Riveter.

http://digital.lib.umn.edu/warposters/warpost.html  See last entry under World War I Posters listed above.
http://www.history.navy.mil/ac/posters/wwiiwomen/wavep1.htm  recruiting posters for women

http://www.defenselink.mil/news/Apr1999/n04071999_9904072.html  recruiting posters  (scroll down)

http://library.uncg.edu/depts/archives/veterans/posters.html  recruiting posters for women

http://HistoryImages.com/WWII/clipart.html  Click on Times-Sq Kiss
http://www.library.northwestern.edu/govpub/collections/wwii-posters  Scroll to the bottom and click on All Posters by Title. Look for the following titles and double click on any poster to see an enlarged version.  

I gave a Man (war bonds)

Women in the war:  we can’t win without them

Americans!  :  share the meat as a wartime necessity

Keep America rolling! : save your 5 best tires, sell others to Uncle Sam 

Join the ranks : fight food waste in the home 

Save freedom of speech : buy war bonds 

Do with less--so they'll have enough! : rationing gives you your fair share

I'm counting on you! : don't discuss troop movements, ship sailings, war equipment /

Can all you can : it's a real war job!

Give war bonds : the present with a future 

I'll carry mine too! : trucks and tires must last till victory 

Plant a victory garden : our food is fighting 

Doctors are scarce : one out of three has gone to war

What did you do today--for freedom? 

The more women at work, the sooner we win!

Of course I can! : I'm patriotic as can be--and ration points won't worry me! 

Me travel?-- not this summer : vacation at home 

http://www.library.northwestern.edu/govpub/collections/wwii-posters  Scroll to the bottom and click on All Posters by Title.  Search for the following titles and double click on any item to see an enlarged version:

1 pound sugar allowance coupon

Fuel oil ration class 6 consumer coupons

V-fuel oil ration class 3 consumer coupons : (five-gallon coupons) 

 http://www.floridamemory.com/FloridaHighlights/Rationing/Rationing.cfm   War Information Document on Rationing

http://www.worldwar2exraf.co.uk/index.html  Click on Online Musuem (left column), then on the photo for The Home Front Museum, then on food rationing or clothing rationing.

http://ingrimayne.saintjoe.edu/econ/AllocatingRationing/CouponRationing.html  Scroll down to the picture.  Click on the words “click here” in the paragraph above the picture.

Suggested Methods:
Lecture/Discussion, Group Work, Journal Work

Some Suggested Steps

Reading and Discussion.  Use the attached handouts on World War I, the Depression, and World War II.  Add important dates to your class Timeline. Try some of the following suggestions to show ways these historic periods impacted everyday life.

World War I.  Background/Lecture information:  During World War I the American government enacted programs that affected the everyday lives of Americans.  Congress passed the Food and Fuel Control Act, also known as the Lever Act, which gave the president power to regulate the distribution, export, import, purchase, and storage of food.  Americans had wheatless Mondays, meatless Tuesdays, porkless Saturdays.  Schoolchildren signed this pledge: "At table I'll not leave a scrap of food upon my plate.  And I'll not eat between meals, but for supper time I'll wait."  Americans planted victory gardens and prized leftovers.

Show the World War I posters (see Suggested resources above) and have students read them.  What are the symbols used in the posters?  How would class members feel about such a program today?  How do they think their children would react to signing the pledge?  What do the posters tell about everyday life during World War I?

The Depression.  Background/Lecture information:  The Depression was hard on families.  Men lost their jobs and went from town to town to look for work, leaving their families behind at home.  Some families lost their homes and lived in make-shift structures on the street.  Women, who usually did not work outside the home, took any jobs they could get.  Children went to school, but they often went to bed cold and hungry.

Use the websites listed above in Suggested Resources to show depression photographs.  review the vocabulary that students learned about feelings (Domain One).  Ask your learners how they think the people in these photos feel.  What to they think daily life was like during the Depression?  How do people live with no money?  What happens to them?

Pick a photograph and work with the class to write an LEA story about the picture.  What do learners think lets them connect with these pictures from another time?

World War II.  Daily life was greatly changed by World War II.  Use posters (see Suggested Resources above) to let students identify some ways that citizens were called upon to alter their lives.  Try to choose a variety of images that will help your class see the following:

· rationing foods and fuel

· loaning money to the government by buying war bonds

· serving in the military (men and women)

· being aware of spy activities

· conserving resources needed for the war (rubber, metal salvage, victory gardens)

· including women in the workforce

Based on the attached reading, the posters, and their general knowledge and intuition, see how accurately your learners can answer these questions as part of your class discussion:

What do you think had to be manufactured for the war?

How did the war end the Depression?

How did the war make a permanent change in the role of women in society?

Veterans Day and Memorial Day.  These two holidays are ones that you may cover in connection with this lesson, or separately--probably at the appropriate calendar date.  A substantial number of classroom ideas are included at the websites listed in Suggested Resources above.

Preparation  for Journal Work.  Use the following resources, quotes, and questions to prepare students for the Journal assignment.

William Tyler Page, Clerk of the U.S. House of Representatives, wrote “The American's Creed” in 1917. It was accepted by the House on behalf of the American people on April 3, 1918.  Read and discuss the handout of The American’s Creed with your students.  Note the date.  When did World War I end?

The Four Freedoms, a speech delivered to Congress by Franklin Delano Roosevelt on January 6, 1941, included the excerpt in this lesson’s handouts.  Read and discuss this handout with your students.  When was Pearl Harbor Day?

When was the last time that America colonized, annexed, or acquired foreign soil in any military endeavor?

Attributed to Colin Powell:  “Over the years the United States has sent many of its fine young men and women into great peril to fight for freedom beyond our borders.  The only amount of land we have ever asked for in return is enough to bury those that did not return.”

It is the reporter or the soldier who gives you freedom of the press?

Is it the writer or the soldier who gives you freedom of speech?

Is it the campus organizer or the soldier who allows you to demonstrate?

Journal Work:  Why do Americans go to war?  What do they fight for?

The World Wars

World War I.

War began in Europe in 1914.  The heir to the crown in Austria-Hungary was shot while visiting Serbia.  Austria-Hungary declared war.  Germany joined Austria-Hungary.  They were called the Central Powers.  Fighting the Central Powers were Serbia (which no longer exists), Russia, France, England, and Italy.  They were called the Allies.


America tried isolationism and wanted to be neutral.  By 1917 Germany had developed the submarine and was using it to attack warships and merchant ships.  Americans felt Germany violated U. S. neutrality and went to war on the side of the Allies.  War machines such as submarines, tanks, and airplanes were new in this war.  Many soldiers were needed, so Congress passed the Selective Service Act and started to draft young men.  Americans had “wheatless” and “meatless” days each week.  They bought savings bonds from the government to help the war effort.  The Allies won the war.  Germany surrendered unconditionally on November 11, 1918.

Discussion Questions

1. What is isolationism?

2. In 1917 America entered World War I with noble ideas.  Americans were fighting “the war to end all wars.”  They were fighting because “the world must be made safe for democracy.”  Looking back after nearly 100 years, what do you think?

3. What was the draft?

4. What are savings bonds?

5. Who won World War I?

The Depression.   

By the 1920s the economy was not working well.  The world was in a depression.  Americans lost jobs as new machinery replaced workers.  In the U. S. many people bought stock, so stock prices went up.  Then buyers lost confidence and began selling their stock.  On black Tuesday, October 29, 1929, the stock market crashed.  By 1932 over 25 percent of the work force were out of work.  Businesses failed.  Factories closed.  Wages were cut.  Banks failed.  In 1932, the worst year of the Depression, Franklin D. Roosevelt was elected President.  Roosevelt began New Deal measures that

·  provided jobs building highways, public buildings, dams, and parks,

·  provided aid to farmers and business owners, and 

·  made regulations for businesses and banks to prevent a future depression.

In Europe a group called National Socialists (Nazis) came to power.  The Nazis were led by Adolf Hitler in Germany.  Benito Mussolini led a similar group in Italy.  Europe was headed for war again.

Discussion Questions

1. What was the Depression?

2. What caused it?  What ended it?  What measures were taken to prevent another depression?

World War II.

Adolf Hitler ordered the Germans to invade Poland on September 1, 1939.  Italy and Japan fought with Germany.  They were called the Axis Countries.  The Allied countries opposed them.  At first the Allies were England and France.  Later the Soviet Union joined the Allies.  The U.S. remained neutral until Japan attacked Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941.  The U.S. entered the war with the Allies.  By September 1943, Italy surrendered unconditionally.  In June 1944, the Allies launched the famous D-Day invasion at Normandy, France.  United States General Dwight D. Eisenhower led the Allies to victory.  By May 1945, Germany surrendered unconditionally.


The war against Japan was not going as well.  Even when faced with ultimate defeat by the stronger Allies, the Japanese refused to surrender.  A new U. S. President, Harry S. Truman, took office in 1945.  Truman decided to use the atomic bomb that was developed secretly in the United States.  Japan surrendered unconditionally on August 10, 1945, after atomic bombs were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.


Peace came at a high price.  The U. S. government borrowed billions of dollars for planes, tanks, and bullets.  Consumer goods were rationed.  Women, teenagers, and retired people went to work.  Fifteen million Americans served in the Armed Forces.  More then one million Americans were killed or wounded.  The U. S. and Russia emerged from World War II as the two strongest world powers.

Choose the Correct Answer

1. Led the National Socialists (Nazis)
Franklin Roosevelt
Dwight Eisenhower

Adolf Hitler


2. Congress Passed the Selective Service Act (draft)
World War I

World War II

Depression



3. Jobs were lost
World War I

World War II

Depression



4. Decided to use the atomic bomb
Harry S. Truman

Franklin Roosevelt

Dwight D. Eisenhower



5. Women, teens, and retired people entered the work force
World War I

World War II

Depression



6. Machines replaced people
World War I

World War II

Depression



7. Black Tuesday (October 29, 1929)
 World War I

World War II


Depression



8. General who led the Allies to Victory (WWII)
Harry S. Truman

Franklin Roosevelt

Dwight D. Eisenhower



9. New Deal
Franklin Roosevelt
Dwight Eisenhower

Adolf Hitler

Discussion Question

What are the costs of war?

Identify the following as either 
World War I or World War II

Use WWI or WWII

_______ D-Day

_______ The first war to have submarines, tanks, and airplanes

_______ Atomic Bomb

_______ 1914-1919

_______ Dwight D. Eisenhower

_______ Central Powers (Germany and Austria-Hungary)

_______ Nazis

_______ Rationing

_______ Allies (England, France, Soviet Union, USA)

_______ Axis Countries (Germany, Italy, Japan)

_______ Allies (Serbia, England, France, Russia, Italy)

_______ “Wheatless” and “Meatless” days

_______ Pearl Harbor – December 7, 1941

The American’s Creed

“I believe in the United States of America as a Government of the people, by the people, for the people;  whose just powers are derived from the consent of the governed; a democracy in a republic, a sovereign Nation of many sovereign States; a perfect Union one and inseparable; established upon those principles of freedom, equality, justice and humanity for which American patriots sacrificed their lives and fortunes.

I therefore believe it is my duty to my country to love it, to support its Constitution, to obey its laws, to respect its flag, and to defend it against all enemies.”

William Tyler Page

April 13, 1918

An excerpt from

President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s speech

to the members of the 77th Congress

on January 6, 1941

“In the future days which we seek to make secure, we look forward to a world founded upon four essential human freedoms.

“The first is freedom of speech and expression--everywhere in the world.

“The second is freedom of every person to worship God in his own way--

everywhere in the world.

“The third is freedom from want, which, translated into world terms, means economic understandings which will secure to every nation a healthy peacetime life for its inhabitants--everywhere in the world.

“The fourth is freedom from fear, which, translated into world terms, means a world-wide reduction of armaments to such a point and in such a thorough fashion that no nation will be in a position to commit an act of physical aggression against any neighbor --anywhere in the world.”
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