The American Flag
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Level:  Beginning Literacy
Lesson Objectives:  Students will demonstrate an understanding of the US flag as a symbol of the United States by
· describing the colors in the flag:  red, white and blue
· comparing the American flag to the flag of their home countries
· picking out the American flag from pictures of various countries’ flags
Time Allotted: 90 minutes
Vocabulary:  stars, stripes, flag, symbol
Materials:  
Laptop and data projector, screen or acceptable substitute (whiteboard, wall)

Handouts (The American Flag, Home Country Flag)
The American Flag PowerPoint
Vocabulary Flashcards
Internet Links:

http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/flags_of_the_americas.htm
(If this URL fails, use your favorite search engine to look for national flags of the Americas and the Caribbean or Flags o the Americas.)
http://homeofheroes.com/hallofheroes/1st_floor/flag/1bfc_pledge.html
(If this URL fails, use our favorite search engine to look for Home of Heroes Pledge of Allegiance.)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i426pbQJZ_g
(If this URL fails, use your favorite search engine to look for American Anthem – Star Spangled Banner.  This You Tube video was uploaded by dekoelie on October 31, 2006.)
Procedure
Home Country Flags:
As students enter class, display pictures of National Flags of the Americas found at this link: http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/flags_of_the_americas.htm
· Flashcards:  Give each table in the classroom a set of vocabulary flashcards. (See accompanying document.) 
· Flag:  Introduce the word “flag” with the flashcard, helping students understand the word, its pronunciation and meaning.

· Symbol:  Introduce the word “symbol” with the flashcard, helping students understand the word, its pronunciation and meaning.
· Star:  Introduce the word “star” with the flashcard, helping students understand the word, its pronunciation and meaning.
· Stripe:  Introduce the word “stripe” with the flashcard, helping students understand the word, its pronunciation and meaning.

· Flags of Home Countries:

Explain that flags are symbols of countries.  Give examples by pointing to flags displayed on the screen (“This flag is a symbol of Nicaragua.  This flag is a symbol of Brazil”).

Then ask students “Which flag is the symbol of your country?” Let students point out the flags that represent their countries.

Ask students to complete the “My Country’s Flag” handout.  This handout involves drawing their home country’s flag and choosing (from a list) the colors in the flag.
Let students share their flag drawings with the class by telling the name of their home countries and the colors that are in their flags.  IF students have enough fluency, they may also describe the symbolism of their flags.
The US Flag:

Introduction:
 Show the PowerPoint Presentation The American Flag
Slide 1:  Title

Slide 2:  This flag is a symbol of the United States.

Slide 3:  Ask students to tell the colors in the US flag.

Slide 4:  Introduce the idea of stars & stripes (Flashcards may be used as aids).
Slide 5:  Explain how many stars there are and how many stripes.

Slide 6:  Show where the flag can be seen.

Slide 7:  Have students demonstrate what they’ve learned by completing the 
   worksheet The American Flag.  (It is at the end of this lesson.)
Slide 8:  Communicate rules for the flag.  Let volunteers practice folding an
   American flag properly.

The Pledge of Allegiance:
In the following link, scroll down to the box with the flag that contains the entire pledge (or click on the scroll with the pledge), explain the pledge simply, then allow the students to read together.   
http://homeofheroes.com/hallofheroes/1st_floor/flag/1bfc_pledge.html
The Star Spangled Banner: 
Play the video and allow students to sing along to the lyrics of the National Anthem. 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i426pbQJZ_g
Results/Evaluation
This lesson was successfully implemented.  We added a Flag Find-A-Word (Word Search) because there were a few minutes to spare at the end. With larger class sizes, this may not be necessary.  Additional activities for a longer class period could include a game of Concentration with the flashcards or other similar activities. 
To make a free Word Search, go to http://www.discoveryeducation.com/free-puzzlemaker/?CFID=1332865&CFTOKEN=35613978.  Use your favorite search engine to look for Free Puzzlemaker Discovery Education if the preceding URL does not work for you.

Rules for Concentration are available at http://entertainment.howstuffworks.com/how-to-play-concentration.htm .  Just search for How to Play Concentration if you need to search for this site.

My Home Country

My home country is  ____________________________.
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This is my country’s flag:

Which colors are in this flag:

Black
White
Red
      Blue
Green
Yellow
Orange
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/' BLUE

GREEN YELLOW ORANGE



The American Flag

1)   What color is the American flag? 
R______, Wh_______, and Bl_____.
2) How many stripes are on the flag?  ________

3) How many stars are on the flag? __________

4) The American flag is a symbol of the _____________________________________.
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Circle the American flag.  
        [image: image14.png]


              [image: image2.jpg]


              [image: image3.jpg]



[image: image13.jpg]


         [image: image4.jpg]


             [image: image5.jpg]


             [image: image6.jpg]



Student Work
     Sample
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The American Flag

1) What color is the American flag?
Red ,Whaif ,andBlve

2) How many stripes are on the flag? _/ 2

3) How many stars are on the flag? _ 7 0

4) The American flag is a symbol of the
vnired eldtes

Circle the American flag.
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1) What color is the American flag?
Rod ,Whif¢g ,andBlue

2) How many stripes are on the flag? 32
3) How many stars are on the flag? 50

4) The American flag is a symbol of the
WU nifed

Circle the American flag.
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1) What color is the American flag?
Red ,White ,andBlu

2) How many stripes are on the flag? 12
3) How many stars are on the flag?

4) The American flag is a symbol of the

Circle the American flag.
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