The Legislative Branch
Lesson Topic:  Making Laws: How a Bill becomes a Law
Level:
 Advanced
Lesson Objective: Upon completion of this lesson students will:

· Describe the procedures for passing a bill on the first try

· Correctly define 8 of the 10 vocabulary terms in a post lesson I-Clicker quiz

· Complete a mock vote on a bill chosen by their respective committee

Time Allotted: 1 hour
Vocabulary:
bill



amend




law

veto



Senate




debate

committee


House of Representatives


quorum











override

Materials: 
· I-Clickers
· Pre-knowledge Vocabulary Quiz (Appendix A)
· American Civics and Government (textbook).  (by Matthew Downey, McGraw-Hill, 2007 ISBN 0-07-704523-8)
· Videos
1. Schoolhouse Rock- How a Bill Becomes a Law http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VxT7QjlvDqM&feature=related
(If you Have difficulty with this URL, use your favorite search engine to look for Schoolhouse Rock – How a Bill Becomes a Law. This video was uploaded by pensacotti on June 16, 2009.)
2. How A Bill Becomes A Law http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=83Fwiqf3etk&feature=related
(If you Have difficulty with this URL, use your favorite search engine to look for How a Bill Becomes a Law.  This video was uploaded by cuc 304 on December 8, 2009.)
· Handout 
“How Laws are Made” http://bensguide.gpo.gov/9-12/lawmaking/index.html  (Appendix B)
· Cardboard signs each with one of the following words: Bill, Veto, Law, Senate Committee, House Committee, Senate, House of Representatives, President.  
· I-Clicker vocabulary post quiz.
· Laptop, data projector, Elmo document camera, projection screen (or clear wall)

Procedure
1. Begin by explaining that a proposed law must be approved by both houses of Congress and the President before taking effect.  We used the Elmo document camera to project a flowchart from the American Civics and Government textbook (page 140) and briefly explained the process. 
2. Next, let students take a pre-knowledge vocabulary quiz (Appendix A) using I-Clickers to ascertain how familiar the students are with the vocabulary terms based on the following questions for each vocabulary term: 

· I have never seen this word before

· I have seen this word, but I do not know what it means

· I have seen this word and I think I know what it means

· I know this word and can explain it

3. After the quiz, define and explain the words from the vocabulary list for the class.
4. Then let students read “How Laws are Made” handout (Appendix B). 
5. Next, have students view the video clips.  (Both are titled How a Bill Becomes a Law. One is the School House Rock video that many Americans remember from childhood; the other is a simple animation explaining the process.)
6. Finally, have students take a short I-Clicker quiz (Appendix C) for subject comprehension.
7. Follow-up activity
Have one student volunteer to be the president of the United States and another student volunteer to be “BILL” [Bill will carry his “Bill” sign to each group as it is discussed].
Divide the remaining students into two groups: Senate and House of Representatives. Once divided, have each group elect a chairperson. Hand out the cardboard signs to each group, and each group chairperson.  Hand out the cardboard signs to each group and to each group chairperson.  Have each group come up with an idea for a bill they would like to see passed.  [A good example to get them started is mandatory seat belts on school buses]  This idea is written on the “Bill” card and the person designated as “Bill” walks the bill/idea through the process.  [As moderator, make sure the bill proposed is constitutional.]
The two groups alternate presenting their bills.
Within each group, have the students discuss, debate and/or amend the bills until all have agreed with its content. After each group has “perfected” their bill, send the “Bill” to the other group for consideration. At any point, the “Bill” may be returned to committee for amending [This is actually a fun part, to see how many revisions the bill goes through before vote]  
After all revisions are complete, the “Senate”, then the “House” will vote on the bill using I Clickers.  When the bills have passed in the legislatures, send “Bill” to the president.
The president may say no to the “Bill” by sticking the “Veto” card on him/her and sending “Bill” back to the committee to “die” or be revised.  Or, the president may sign his/her name to the law card, officially making the bill a law.
Upon completion of the above activities, ask students to compare/contrast the legislative processes in the U.S. with those in their home countries.  (When our students did this activity, there was a little bit of comparison to the U.S. and a little bit of comparison among student’s native countries, sort of like this:
Student A:  “In my country, it’s not at all like the U.S.  It’s simpler.  The dictator just decides what the law is.”

Student B:  “My country is more similar to the U.S.  We have a parliament, sort of like Congress, and . . .”
Finally, take the I-clicker quiz for concept and vocabulary post quiz for comprehension.
Evaluation
Using the clickers for the pre-knowledge vocabulary quiz was a good activity for this group.  Many of the students had heard the terms but weren’t sure of their meanings.  The clicker graphs give a good visual as to how unfamiliar the material is.  

Schoolhouse Rock is very popular and brings an element of fun to an otherwise dry subject!   

The Appendix C quiz is difficult, and the students could have benefited from more instruction before taking the clicker-quiz.  The follow up activity with the cards is great fun, especially for kinesthetic learners.  It is a good way for students to interact and use the knowledge of the subject.  I might consider doing that activity before the comprehension quiz next time.  Another option would be to give the clicker quiz at the end of the direct instruction segment, and then--if there seems to be confusion--give it again after the follow up activity.

APPENDIX A

Pre-knowledge Vocabulary Quiz for I-clicker

VOCABULARY LIST

1. bill

2. veto

3. committee

4. amend

5. Senate

6. House of Representatives

7. law

8. debate

9.  quorum

10.  override

PROCEDURE

STEP ONE:   Distribute i-clickers and inform the students that the instructor will present twelve words (one at a time) related to the US court system.  The students’ task is to rate their familiarity with each word, using the i-clickers and this scale:
A) I have never seen this word before

B) I have seen this word, but I do not know what it means

C) I have seen this word, and I think I know what it means

D) I know this word and I can explain it.

STEP TWO:  With the instructor’s computer open to Microsoft Word and projected onto the screen or wall, type the word and read it aloud.  (Alternately, if a projector is not available, simply write the word on the board and read it aloud.)  Give the students a few moments to rate their knowledge by pressing the clicker key which best corresponds to their knowledge of the word.  Check the counter on the i-clicker menu screen to be sure every student has registered an answer, then proceed to the next word.
APPENDIX B

How Laws Are Made

Laws may be initiated in either chamber of Congress, the House of Representatives or the Senate. For this example, we will track a bill introduced in the House of Representatives. For more information, try How Our Laws Are Made (Senate Document 105-14) Text (166k) PDF (327k).

	1. When a Representative has an idea for a new law, s/he becomes the sponsor of that bill and introduces it by giving it to the clerk of the House or by placing it in a box, called the hopper. The clerk assigns a legislative number to the bill, with H.R. for bills introduced in the House of Representatives and S. for bills introduced in the Senate. The Government Printing Office (GPO) then prints the bill and distributes copies to each representative.
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Let's track the bill history of the International Dolphin Conservation Act.
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	2. Next, the bill is assigned to a committee (the House has 22 standing committees, each with jurisdiction over bills in certain areas) by the Speaker of the House so that it can be studied. 
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The standing committee (or often a subcommittee) studies the bill and hears testimony from experts and people interested in the bill. The committee then may release the bill with a recommendation to pass it, or revise the bill and release it, or lay it aside so that the House cannot vote on it. Releasing the bill is called reporting it out, while laying it aside is called tabling.
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	3. If the bill is released, it then goes on a calendar (a list of bills awaiting action). Here the House Rules Committee may call for the bill to be voted on quickly, limit the debate, or limit or prohibit amendments. Undisputed bills may be passed by unanimous consent, or by a two-thirds vote if members agree to suspend the rules.


[image: image3.jpg]



	4. The bill now goes to the floor of the House for consideration and begins with a complete reading of the bill (sometimes this is the only complete reading). A third reading (title only) occurs after any amendments have been added. If the bill passes by simple majority (218 of 435), the bill moves to the Senate.
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	5. In order to be introduced in the Senate, a senator must be recognized as the presiding officer and announce the introduction of the bill. Sometimes, when a bill has passed in one house, it becomes known as an act; however, this term usually means a bill that has been passed by both houses and becomes law.
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6. Just as in the House, the bill then is assigned to a committee. It is assigned to one of the Senate's 16 standing committees by the presiding officer. The Senate committee studies and either releases or tables the bill just like the House standing committee.
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	7. Once released, the bill goes to the Senate floor for consideration. Bills are voted on in the Senate based on the order they come from the committee; however, an urgent bill may be pushed ahead by leaders of the majority party. When the Senate considers the bill, they can vote on it indefinitely. When there is no more debate, the bill is voted on. A simple majority (51 of 100) passes the bill.
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8. The bill now moves onto a conference committee, which is made up of members from each House. The committee works out any differences between the House and Senate versions of the bill. The revised bill is sent back to both houses for their final approval. Once approved, the bill is printed by the U.S. Government Printing Office in a process called enrolling. The clerk from the introducing house certifies the final version.
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	9. The enrolled bill is now signed by the Speaker of the House and then the vice president. Finally, it is sent for presidential consideration. The president has ten days to sign or veto the enrolled bill. If the president vetoes the bill, it can still become a law if two-thirds of the Senate and two-thirds of the House then vote in favor of the bill.


Source:  Ben’s Guide to US Government for Kids
http://bensguide.gpo.gov/9-12/lawmaking/index.html
Appendix C

“How A Bill Becomes A Law” 
Comprehension Quiz
1. Who makes Laws in the United States?

a. President

b. Chief Justice

c. Congress

d. Supreme Court

2. To become a law, a bill must be passed by both houses of Congress.

a. True

b. False

3. A president can say no to a bill by which of the following:

a. Passing it

b. Signing it

c. Vetoing it

4.  When it is signed by the president, a bill becomes a

a. Amendment

b. Law

c. Revision

5. If a president vetoes a bill, it can never be a law.

a. True

b. False

6. To override, or overturn a presidential veto, what percentage of congress must vote for it?

a. 3/4

b. ½

c. 2/3

7. Congress is part of what branch of government?

a. Legislative

b. Judicial

c. Executive

8. The procedures for making laws comes from which of the following documents:

a. Bill of Rights

b. Constitution

c. Declaration of Independence

d. The Federalist Papers

9. Anyone can introduce a Bill into congress.

a. True

b. False

