The Vacation Project

Lynn Frankland assisted by Pat Wepprecht 
Brunswick Community College

Topic:  The Ideal Vacation

Recommended Level:  We have a mixed-level class of students ranging from beginning to advanced.  This writing exercise can be adapted to all levels.

Brainstorm

After a lesson where students read about paid vacations and paid leave, we led our class in brainstorming about the ideal vacation.  The students brainstormed aloud while we wrote the vocabulary on the dry erase board.  We let everyone have a chance to tell about the place they would go, the clothes they would wear, who they would vacation with, and what they would do.  We put these lists on the board.  This class responded as follows:

	Go to
	Things to pack
	Things to do
	Verbs

	Beach – Vera Cruz
	Patent leather shoes
	Go to spa
	will take

	Acapulco
	shorts
	buy souvenirs
	will go

	Spain
	bicycle
	dance
	

	Cancun
	boat
	swim
	

	Europe
	skates
	read on the beach
	

	Visit family in Puerto Rico
	evening clothes
	exercise/yoga
	

	Hawaii
	wet suit
	surfing
	

	Bahamas
	bikini
	get a sun tan
	

	China
	sunglasses
	play volleyball
	

	Hong Kong
	flip-flops/sandals
	watch girls/boys
	

	
	blouses
	go fishing
	

	
	sun hat
	eat at restaurants
	

	
	beach umbrella
	
	

	
	sunscreen
	
	

	
	fan
	
	


Write

The next step was for students to write about their ideal vacation.  They had their dictionaries handy for words they needed to translate.  Our beginning-to-intermediate students use the simple future tense, while our advanced-intermediate and advanced students use the more complex future forms for their writing, ideally.  Some of our students are reaching literacy in English so they make special efforts to write only in English.  Some of our students find it easier to think and write in Spanish.  We let those students compose first in their native language and then translate to English.  For students not literate in their own language, English is the better language to begin composing.1
Read Aloud

When the students finished their first drafts, we let each one read what he/she had written, or we read it for them if they wanted us to do so.  If we read, we used the exact wording of the student authors.  This approach lets students hear the sound of the non-standard English.  They often get the error and realize it needs to be fixed.  Sometimes we use our voices to cue students of an error.

Lesson

For the next class meeting, we prepared a simple list of things to talk about that we took from their papers--capitalization at the beginning of the sentence, lack of sentence structure, difficulty with verb forms--whatever we noticed that everyone could benefit from by talking about as a group.

Corrections and Revisions

Some students were then able to correct what they had written based on this new information .Some needed our assistance to make corrections.  We always ask if they need our help.2   

Finally, students added pictures that they cut from various magazines to illustrate their writing.  The students loved doing the illustrations:  some even chose pictures of celebrities they wanted to take with them on vacation!  Samples of the student writing are included on the following pages, but the magazine illustrations have been deleted because of copyright.

Wrap-Up

We used “The Beaches of Mexico” from Jazz Chants3 by Carolyn Graham as a wrap-up reading.  We talked about what the author meant.  Each person had something to add about being in love or being in trouble.  One of us read the passage through first.  Then we read with the students in echo form, and the last time we read in unison.  This allowed students to feel secure:  With many voices speaking together, they don’t feel so self-conscious.

NOTES

1We know that lack of literacy may mean that there are other deficits to be addressed, such as how to form a sentence, how to hold the writing tool so that it is most effective, capitalizing the first word of a sentence, and similar basic writing skills.  Some cultures have different rules about capitalization anyway, so we praise students for what they attempt, and we give correction selectively, leaving some issues for a later, better time.

2We kept in mind that these students are capable people who have engineered their lives very well and who have recognized they need more.  They have taken the initiative to join the class and have willingly shown us what they still lack in English language skills.  I tried to weigh how much correction of a work should take place in any given sitting.  We didn’t neglect making the piece better, but we didn’t want to frustrate the student either.  The students know there are problems.  We let them be the judge of what they want to fix on any given night.

3 http://www.us.oup.com/us/corporate/publishingprograms/esl/titles/  Click on Jazz Chants under the large heading Jazz Chants in the menu on the left of the screen.  This Oxford University Press collection is ISBN 0-19-502407-9.
MY NEXT PAID VACATION

Gil Aquino

I would like to go to Cancun to see my friends, in Mexico, we like to swim a lot and surf and I like to play volleyball all day long.  My father will bring his boat because he likes to fish, but my mother and her brother bring their bicycles to the beach, that way they get exercise.  I like all the women in their bikinis on the beach swimming.  My father likes sun glasses because the sun doesn’t burn his eyes when he fishes and surfs.  Later on in the evening we like to go dancing and eating at nice restaurant.  After that we go to sleep so were ready for the next day.

_____________

Gil and his brother Lauro are in the high intermediate to advanced group.  They are construction framers.

Working Draft
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MY NEXT VACATION

Lauro Aquino

My next vacation I will go to Cancun and swim.  I will take sandals, sunglasses, shorts, and clothing.  I will also take evening clothes.  I like to go to the beach fish, surf and play volleyball.  At night we like to go to restaurants and eat good food

_____________

Gil and his brother Lauro are in the high intermediate to advanced group.  They are construction framers.
Working Draft
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MY IDEAL VACATION

Maria Lopez Santiso

My ideal is to go get in the river in Florida and catch fish for six hours.  To relax I drink fresh orange juice and look at the book. And in the night I go get to the fair.

_______________

Maria is in the beginning to low intermediate group.  She has her own house cleaning business.

Working Draft

[image: image4.emf]
MY IDEAL VACATION

Erika Hernandez-Martínez

Vera Cruz is my special place.  I like to walk on the beach at sunset.  I like (nanche) ice cream, it is like a berry.  I enjoy the beach.  At night, I very much like going dancing.  I like to go shopping and to visit the aquarium, it is beautiful.  I like the souvenirs made from sea shells, the clothes and hair things.  I would like to go to a little island by boat.

______________

Erika is also in the high intermediate to advanced group and is a stay-at-home mom.  We call her our domestic engineer.

Working Draft
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MY IDEAL VACATION

Anastacio De La Cruz

My ideal vacation is to go to Vera Cruz Beach.  I would like to go for the weekend to play Volleyball.  I would go for a walk and a ride in a boat on the river.  I would also go fishing and swimming in the river.  I want to go shopping.

____________________

Anastacio is in the beginning to low intermediate group.  He does house framing like Gil and Lauro.
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MY VACATION

Juan R. Diaz

Next month I will take a vacation.  I will go to Puerto Rico.  I will visit my family and we will go to the beach, we’ll play volleyball, we’ll surf, and we’ll swim.  After the beach we’ll go to a restaurant and eat Puerto Rican food.

We will need bikinis, flip-flops, wet suits, sun hats, sun block, sunglasses, shorts and a lot of beach things.  Also we will need evening clothes and clothes to go to the disco.

Before we come back I would like to visit some places of Puerto Rico like Viejo San Juan, Ponce, and Cabo Rojo.  Then I will pass the rest of the week at my moms house.

__________________

Juan is our loquacious advanced learner.  He does construction work as well.

Working Draft
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