Poetry

By Joanne Taylor

Wayne Community College

Topic:
Reading and Writing Poetry in English

Objectives:
Students will:

· Read and talk about several forms of poetry in English

· Experience differences in English usage in poetry and prose

· Use the library for gathering information

· Write an original Haiku

Level:

Intermediate and Advance

Time:
Our class completed this poetry study over a period of three weeks.  The class meets two hours per session twice a week.

Reading/Discussion/Library Work

1.  Introduce very simple, yet fun poetry – Limericks

Limerick used:

There was a young lady named Lynn,

Who was unbelievably thin

That when she essayed

To drink lemonade

She slipped through the straw and fell in.

Questions discussed in class:

· How many lines does a limerick have?

· Where were the rhyming words?

· How does the rhythm work?

· What are syllables?

Vocabulary Words:  unbelievably     rhythm     essayed

   syllables           rhyme

Library Activity:

The class met in the library to use dictionaries and student writing center/tables, and to ask for assistance from library staff if needed.  Students used library and internet resources to research desired information.
2.  Introduce a two-verse poem with a different rhyming pattern

Poem used:  The Night Will Never Stay by Eleanor Fargeon 

(Consult your local library to find a copy.)

Questions discussed in class:

· What are verses?  How many are there in this poem?

· Where are the rhyming words?

· What imagery is the poet using?

· What is the relationship between the imagery of the main poem with the last two lines:

“The night will slip away

Like sorrow or a tune.”

Vocabulary Words:  bind     buckle     imagery

Library Activity:

The class met in the library to use dictionaries and student writing center/tables, and to ask for assistance from library staff if needed.  Students used library and internet resources to research desired information.
3.  Main Idea and inference

Poem Used:  Dreams by Langston Hughes

(Consult your local library to find a copy.)

Questions discussed in class:

· How many verses?

· Are there any rhyming words?

· What is the rhythm of the poem?

· What is the tone of the poem?

· What is the main idea of the poem?

· What is the poet trying to say about dreams?

Vocabulary Words:  hold fast     barren field     verses     tone

Library Activity:

The class met in the library to use dictionaries and student writing center/tables, and to ask for assistance from library staff if needed.  Students used library and internet resources to research desired information.
4.  Form of poems
Some poems are not written line by line or in regulated verses.  Sometimes poems form pictures or shapes that relate to the subject matter of the poem.

Poems used:

Fog by Carl Sandburg

Concrete Cat by Dorothi Charles, and 

Well, Yes by Robert Froman

(Consult your local library to find a copy of each.)

Vocabulary Words:  concrete    stripe    paw    marshmallow    stanzas

Library Activity:

The class met in the library to use dictionaries and student writing center/tables, and to ask for assistance from library staff if needed.  Students used library and internet resources to research desired information.
Writing Original Poetry

Haiku’s were chosen because they are short poems with a rigid structure and do not have to use words with many syllables.  Writing haiku was within reach of the lower level intermediate students, as well as giving a sufficient challenge for advance level students.   Discussion about the structure of haiku was led with the help of a Japanese student in our class, Hiromi Sueki.  Some information about haiku accompanies this lesson plan, along with Hiromi Sueki’s original haiku in English.  Using these guidelines, students wrote their own poems.  Their final submissions were either typed or handwritten.  In preparing selected student work to include in this consortium project, clip art was added.

Each student read his/her finished poem aloud in class.  The students enjoyed listening to one another’s poems.
Looking Back

The students had fun.  We had many opportunities to learn the meaning of new words.  We also had the opportunity to express feelings about our love ones and to share our feelings with others (to brag, so to speak).

This lesson showed students some new, enjoyable ways to use/understand English, and the overall activity encouraged conversation. Students gained practice using the library and understanding how library staff can assist with class activities.  This lesson proved to be a great way to introduce some new concepts to the advanced students who are considering GED, AHS or college level programs in their near future.
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What is HAIKU?

Haiku originated in Japan.  It is short poetry consisting of three lines of 5,7 and 5 syllables.  Each Haiku must include a seasonal word.  For example, cherry blossoms indicate spring, a mosquito indicates summer, or snow indicates winter.  The history of Haiku started in 17th century.

The following haiku is by Basho Matsuo (1644-1694), the famous Haiku poet in Japan.

Japanese



English Translation
Fu ru I ke ya



An old pond!

Ka wa zu to bi ko mu

A frog jumps in

Mi zu no o to


The sound of water.

Today, people create English versions of Haiku.  English Haiku also contains 5, 7, and 5 syllables in three lines.

My Haiku by Hiromi Sueki (a student in our class)
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Cool wind blows my hair

Leaves are on the wet ground

We will see snow soon

Graphics from Microsoft Clip Art and Media
 at www.office.microsoft.com
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I like to read books
When I have a little time
At my quiet home
By Veronica Soto
Graphics from Microsoft Clip Art and Media at www.office.microsoft.com
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My husband is nice
My children are so pretty
I am proud of them
By Maruci Mendoza
Graphics from Microsoft Clip Art and Media at www.office.microsoft.com
My son is so smart
I am really proud of him
His dad thinks the same
Lilian Ramos
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