Using Creative Prompts
By Rosa Torres

Family Literacy/ESL Instructor

Surry Community College

Imagination:  To engage students in writing, I like to use prompts that encourage imaginative thinking.  The following pages have eight creative writing prompts accompanied by the introductory activities our class did to prepare students to respond to each prompt.  Samples of the resulting student writing follow each prompt.
Corrections:   The students wrote a first draft and I corrected it in student-teacher conferences so that each student understood what they were supposed to change or correct.  Then they wrote a second draft.  I didn’t correct the second draft.

Second Language Learners:  Second language learners need to be motivated at all times.  They need to know that you understand and recognize their effort and dedication.  They need your support.  Each student is different and each student always has something important to share with the rest of the class.

Understanding the differences between cultures is very important when you are teaching a second language.  The more you know about the different cultures, the better you can understand and help your students.
Materials:  I like both Lined Novel Notes and Positive Words Motivational Stickers from Carson-Dellosa.  To find your nearest supplier, click on local store at http://www.carsondellosa.com/Cultures/en-US/cd_home.htm.
Selecting student work for this project:  I wanted the selection process to be very objective, so I asked another ESL instructor (Suzy Smith) to help me with it.
About the writers:  The writers chosen for this project were excited to share their work with you.  Each posed for a picture and wrote a paragraph to tell you about her/himself.  These are included in the accompanying document.
Prompt  #1:  A dialogue between a flower and a weed….. What are they saying? ......
For this activity, I did two columns on the board. On one I wrote the word flower and on the other I wrote weed. I also did a drawing of each word. So that each student understood the differences between flowers and weeds, we went outside and pulled weeds to identify them. Then we brainstormed about the two words. We spoke about the different products that we could use to kill the weed. Since I brought an example of this product, we took turns reading the label. Then we spoke about how the flowers feel when a weed grows next to them and kills them. Having all the information they needed, I asked them to write a dialogue between a flower and a weed. After they finished, they acted out their dialogues.
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Prompt #2:  You are a kite that has broken away from its string.  Describe your adventure……
For this activity we shared our experiences of learning how to make and fly a kite. Some of the students brought their kites, so we went outside and flew them. When we came back, I read the prompt that was written on the board and we shared about it. Using all of this background information, each student wrote their story.
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Prompt #3:  A Good Citizen…
We did this activity two days after July 4th, so I wrote on the board this question:

Do you know why we did not have classes July 4th?

Most of the students knew the answer. We then spoke about the Independence Day of our countries and about America’s Independence Day. We also read about it. We brainstormed about being a good citizen. We did a circle map with all their ideas for them to use to write their acrostic poem. It was a very emotional activity!
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Prompt #4:  Pretend that you are riding a bicycle that can suddenly fly. Describe what you see as you ride high above your neighborhood or city……
I started this activity by letting students share their experiences of learning to ride a bike. I played classical music and I asked the students to close their eyes and pretend that they were flying. I asked them to think about all the things they saw from above. After giving them a few minutes, I asked them to write on a piece of paper all the things that they thought of. Then they each read what they wrote and finally wrote their stories.

[image: image4.png]pretend that you ave r/'ding a b/cycie that )
‘can suddenly flysDescebe what fou see
05 yeuride high aboVe your neighbor hood
@a (,(i‘f')/f

A Greot Ride

The (dec of 7(‘/)/,‘/45 on o- b}CHCIE e
focsinating especinlly ot Nght Fime, so
e ConSee [ights 0%7 dffevent Cojors.
one day thot heppened tome .

Lwas riding my bicycle ofter I got home
Leom work when (+ stovted to ,{/9 i
Every #ime I moved, [+ went higher
and kigheve I could See the clouds

Very closely. L Wwas scored but of the
Some +ime I wos hoppy-L could See

Hhe Stars -1 started thinking OF 9006’
memovr. es. At thot moment f}wqd(ivﬂoofﬂ

obout the s eevets 0Ff the night. L '
wasint scored oy moveé . I enjoyed evey
moment . It was calm, guret ond every
thingwas beowdful. Ilearned alot of

thinygs .





[image: image5.png]



[image: image6.png]hflne o T Vi e my Mom boush\r me a 1B .

b'\cyde, One dc.y when 1 was Floy}ng with
ﬂny Friends my bike 'beﬂon Yo rise. 1 Felt |
Scared  because I was ‘vtry high in an
SKy- EVC”yH\‘ﬁj was Pre4+7. I codld
B almost touch 3he clouds. T saw Hhe
dwarfs. They were curicus dnd when
‘ . “’\ey Saw me ‘Hne)/ 5crel?mecl‘ The Sauld:
a° “U\‘\en ‘H"\€y

" You Yook like a S}anr,

’. sad " You are our Friend | They hived
3 ol houses made: cuit el cottical e
[ danced and sang and worked. The

f 5F€C|G‘ o el ‘TL\en my bixe started
Yo ceme dowe e Wi grevad very

were

‘ s\ou'y. I could see Yoe Pe‘of)le quey
locoked | thle, like mice, the houses
e aked diice: dall hauass, T sl s i ]
experience that T will nevec FOFSQ‘*]“ .





[image: image7.png]JLY Magical Bike.

I hove o mag,cal bike. My bike
looks Normo|, but i+ does Somffh/ny others
\Con’t do. It flies. when | get on jp T
) } Push o button ond off we 9o It tokes
W e up te the Sky. s really Pretty  af
J Nigh?  When we poss iy the Sk L cen
10€¢ the Stors Shining brightly. I+% reajjy
Coo/ when I See my Neighbor hood. I
looks So I ttle, ke it IS full of
i Ii#tle onts with lights. I ride around
Ut/ 1 get tired. Affer thot when 'm
S/ffp)/’l Soy,” lets go homer ye go
bock down ond lond of my house .

L get off ond Say, Good night "then I go
fo bed fost, so L cop get on It the
nex/ doy aga,n.





[image: image8.png]The ‘Vlcmék Bigyde

Onedoy I was viding My bigyae

when it \ogc\sc\n to iy, T fert Scased,
bot \ie by Villle T Shacked Qu‘,\\r\%
hapgy: I Could See the woon like a
Lonana  with eyes and @ moouth.
T wanded Yo Youch th,bok Z Couldnt
enre  Shve Sl e Close 1o 4.

L Sewr € ey &F osds Ghel nent @ e
!

things, bot Yhe most impoctant of ol

e Slels T wee Wee Yo God-

It wos o  Wonderskul expesience.

()\OD(,\, A')/C\\C\





Prompt #5:  The apple tree…..
For this activity I asked the students to bring different kinds of apples. We spoke about the similarities and differences between them and how the farmers grow them. We tasted the different kinds of apples and we voted for the one we liked the best. Then each student drew their apple and wrote about it.
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Prompt #6:  I’m happy when…..
For this activity, each student wore a happy face mask and I gave them a happy face note pad for them to brainstorm about moments in which they felt happy. Then they shared their ideas and wrote 
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Prompt #7:  Autumn…..
For this activity one of the students brought a thermometer for us to register the temperature inside the classroom. Then we went outside and we registered the temperature again. We also observed what was happening to the leaves and we picked up some leaves, too. When we came back to the room, we compared the two temperatures, and discussed why the leaves change their color. We also spoke about the different seasons. Then I gave each student a photocopy of an acorn for them to write about autumn.
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Prompt #8:  What is a friend?
For this activity we shared about things that we have done for a friend and what they have done for us. They each gave their definition of a good friend while I wrote them on the board. Then each student wrote about the topic. We also brought a recipe to share with the rest of the class.
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