More Creative Prompts

By Suzy Smith

Surry Community College

I adopted the lesson idea of Creative Prompts from Rosa Torres.  Please see Using Creative Prompts for her lesson plan that guides our teaching.

I am adding three writing prompts along with the introductory activities our class did to prepare students to respond to each prompt.  Samples of the resulting student writing follow each prompt.

Prompt #1:  My Story of Coming to America
As we were nearing the Thanksgiving holiday, we ate traditional American foods and watched the story of William Bradford and the first Thanksgiving.

I asked the students to write about their own story of coming to America.  How did their story compare to the early pilgrims’ story?

They spent two days (classes) organizing their ideas, writing and rewriting.

Martina Landaverde
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Maria Ochoa
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Prompt #2:  Using Compound Words
We learned about compound words.  This took only 1-2 hours of class work.  I gave the students examples and they came up with their own ideas.

Hector Rivera
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Prompt #3:  How to be a Good Citizen
We spent two days comparing our national anthems and describing what makes a good citizen.  My class had students from India, Italy, Poland, and Mexico.  Each student sang his/her own anthem, made the flag of his/her country, and wrote about good citizenship.

Alexisandra B. Gonzalez
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(Note:  White and red is the flag of Poland.)





















