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Topic:  Sentence Completion.
Level:  Our class was Intermediate. This activity works equally well for mixed-level or advanced classes.

Time:
We meet twice a week for two hours a class.  This activity was completed in one class.  
Activity:  This sentence completion activity was an icebreaker.  It was also an informal assessment for functional writing skills (spelling, grammar, etc.) and self- expression.
The instructor demonstrated the technique of folding paper accordion style and asked each student to do the same.  Correctly folded, no student can see what previous students have written.
Five lead-in statements were chosen:    1) My mother told me . . .  

2) The doctor asked me . . .  

3) My favorite is…because . . .  

4) I saw a very fat lady . . .  

5) I will never . . .

Each student completed the statement, folded the paper, and passed it to the next student for his/her completion for the sentence.  All five topics were circulated through the class.
These accordion stories were then unfolded and read aloud.  Lots of discussion was generated from the original statements read by the instructors and from the responses given by the students.
Follow up from this activity included (1) a spelling list of words spelled incorrectly and their meaning, and (2) a more in-depth discussion regarding hobbies, relationships, health issues (smoking/nutrition) and sports.  This is a great activity!  Students really enjoyed the interaction.

More complex accordion stories can be done by changing the prompt for every line.  Be sure to start enough “accordions” around to make sure that each student will add a response for every prompt.
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[image: image1.wmf]My mother told me…
Don’t forget to take your medicine.

If you go to the party don’t come home late. 

That she love me.

You must finish college before you get married.

That I need to go to school.

You will be a doctor.
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The doctor asked me…


Are you single or married?

Is this your first visit?

How many times I take my medicine?

How are you, my friend?

What is your name?



[image: image3.wmf]I saw a very fat lady…
Eating steak beside my table.

And she was very funny.

She is the best for sleep in December with me.

With white skin, brown eyes and black 

And she can’t walk to the bus.

Running in the park on Saturday.

In the Wal-Mart.

I will never …
Forget the love of my mother.


Cry with my brother.

Clean my home.

Forget my second boyfriend.

Drink beer because it is bad.

Be an actor.

Forget my first girlfriend


[image: image4.wmf]My Favorite is … because…
Chicken because is a very good health food.

Soccer because it is easy to play.

Coffee because it smells good.

A car (Ferrari) because it is beautiful and powerful.

A pair of black trousers because they fit me well.

Movies because it is very romantic
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The following students contributed to these Accordion Stories:  Each student has shared something special about themselves or their family.
Efrain Landeros from Mexico

“One day I want to do surgery on my face.”

Sonia Hernandez from Mexico City

“When some brother or sister needs help, everybody helps.”

Armando Plascencia from Ruiz, Mexico

“I like to play computer games, learning about Microsoft and the Internet.  It is 

 my hobby.  I love it.”

Pablo Lucas from Mexico

“I like my family because it is beautiful and I have two brothers and one sister.”

Roberto A. Castillo from El Savador

“I like to play soccer on Sundays.  I like my work.”

Tam Minh Tran from Vietnam

“I like entertainment (movie, music).  Me and my family get a new house.”

Huber Escalante from Mexico

“My family unites to solve troubles and problems.”

Lusbi Lopez Gutierrez from Mexico

“I would like to learn to speak English as well as an American do it.”
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