Potpourri of Words
by Ed Rosado

Brunswick Community College
Topic:
Creating a permanent memory database of English Language vocabulary and usage 
Level:

Advanced
Objectives:
 Each student will memorize a standard English Language database of the most important 100 words in the English language
 Each student will be fluent in the usage and pronunciation of the words as shown by their ability to translate with fluency various stories using these words  (Intense material testing is constantly performed.)
Time:
My classes meet for 2 hours 2 times a week.  For this writing project the students spent 2 classes writing their stories (approximately 4 hours).
Background:
I have written lessons and stories based on the 100 most commonly used verbs in the English language.  (I use the 100 most commonly used verbs in the English Language from World English at http://www.world-english.org.  Click on Top 100 English Verbs under Vocabulary Reference or try http://www.world-english.org/100verbs.htm for direct access.  For those who want to go further, another good resource is 1000 Instant Words by Edward Fry, Ph.D.  This book, copyright 2000 and reprinted in 2002, is published by Teacher Created Materials, Inc.  The ISBN is 1-57690-757-0.)

Core Activities:
My students begin by using a list of 20 vocabulary words that I prepare for them.  They memorize this list and learn to pronounce each word; when a student is ready to advance to the next step he/she is tested in order to pass to the next stage.  Tests include switching back and forth translating from their own language to English so that the vocabulary makes sense to each student.
For each list of vocabulary words, I write a story.  The students learn how to read the story and work back and forth translating it to their language and back to English.  The stories and the words are on small sheets of paper so that the students can practice while on the job or at home.  It pleases me to hear the students talk about sharing the stories with their friends at the job or during the lunch time.  Because my students have these easily accessible materials, they are helping their friends and fellow employees to learn English as well!  

A sample vocabulary list and story follow:
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Expansion Activity:

Finally, the students used the list they had been studying to write a story similar to my example.  Samples of their work are given on the following pages.  Their stories were written in one sitting and these are the rough drafts:  they have been typed as written, with clip art added.  “The Bad Habits Some People Have” story came from the standard vocabulary list shown in the example above.  The other stories came from students choosing a free writing style.
As you can see, these second language learners are making very good progress in expressing themselves!
_____________

Teacher Profile:  Ed Rosado graduated from the University of North Carolina in December 2003 with a degree in Computer Science.  He had served in the military reserve for twelve years working in administration.  In the private sector he had worked as a technical writer for two and a half years, as well as working in engineering design for fifteen years.

The Bad Habits Some People Have

Maricela Rivera

[image: image2.wmf]Susan and Michael wanted to go tho the dance after they finish work.  Michael asked his Father John if he would be able to borrow his car.  His father John said no.  I will never allow you to borrow my car again.  Susan asked her Father Jordan if she could go to the dance but he also said , no.  Michael and Susan started to complain about the situation.

They went to the store, bought a lot of Beer and stared to drink and smoke cigarettes.   Michael drew a bad picture of his father Johns Face and Susan laughed.  Michael smoked so much that he started coughing up blood.
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How many cigarettes did you smoke asked Susan?

I counted 30 said Michael.  

I can not acceted this” said Susan . 

You need to change your habit. Susan said.  I believe that you have had enough, bring me those cigarettes right now!

When Michael gave Susan that cigarettes Susan broke the box and cut up the cigarettes with a pair of sissors.  

I think we can cancel any plans for tonight said Michael as he combed his hair.

_______________
Maricela is a 35 year old mother of 3.  She has lived here for 7 years and does not work outside of the home at present.  She would like to get a GED. She has attended the ESL class in Leland for the past six months.

Graphics from Microsoft Clip Art and Media at www.office.microsoft.com
My Own Life

By /David Cubero

I was born in Costa Rica.  When I was a little boy I liked to play soccer with three friends we played every where.  

When I was nineteen I moved to New Jersey I was excited and confused about moving.  I lived with my uncle.  I got a job at FELLER LLC.
Six months ago I moved to Leland North Carolina I live with two people we all work togther.
It’s nice here, but I miss Costa Rica.

In North Corolina the weather is good, the beach is near.  I like to go swimming.

I would like to meet more people to be friends.
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______________

David Cubero lived in New Jersey for a number of years without having to learn English.  He joined the Leland class about six months ago and has made great strides in speaking, and writing English.
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The American Dreame

By Ana Barrantes

I came to the USA from Costa Rica in 1995.  I arrived to NJ with my son and my husband.  I bigan to look for a job but was unable to find one.  With the Help of a Friend, Two week Later, I bigan work at a Perfume company in Hillsboro, NJ until the company moved two years later.

My husband and I soon Bigan working with Feller Company decided to Move to North Carolina.  I was very hurt having to move to another state!  But, for meny reason the change was very good for my family.
We were able to buy a new house and having the opportunity a learning English at Brunswick Community College.

I Thank you teachers for helping me learn English.

_________________

Ana is a 28 year old mother of a 5year old.  She has lived in the U.S. for about 10.5 years but had not learned much English.  Now that she lives in Leland she has attended the ESL class for about six months.
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Vocabulary:  accept, allow, ask, believe, borrow, break, bring, buy, can, be able, cancel, change, clean, comb, complain, cough, count, cut, dance, draw, and drink.





The Bad Habits Some People Have





Two women were drinking a soda and complaining about a man.


One said, the man will buy her a new jacket, if he can borrow her car.


He asked her, if she will allow him to bring the car to the dance.


He said that after the dance, he will be able to clean the car.


The woman coughed, and then accepted his offer.


The other woman believed that it was a bad idea, because the dance was cancelled.


She said, the dance was changed to another day.


Also, the man coughs when he combs his hair. I counted 5 coughs, she said.


I want to cut his hair and draw on his face.











