American Culture and T.V.

Objective:  To teach American pop culture through watching Andy Griffith episodes
Level:  This lesson can be modified for any ESL level.

Warm-up Exercise:  Start off by talking to your students about customs today and how they differ from the past.  Talk about how American T.V. shows have changed in the last fifty years.

Vocabulary:
How has T.V. changed?




Violence 


Sex


Language




Drama


Comedy

Sit-com



Courthouse 

Deputy

Sheriff
Writing Exercise:  Have students to watch two episodes of The Andy Griffith Show.  Have them write about their favorite one.  Let them to explain why they like that particular episode.  Sample student writings follow this lesson plan.
Cultural Learning:  Talk about the way life used to be in America.  Some topics you can talk about are:
· Small towns
· What made T.V. funny without sex and bad language?

· Sheriff/police:  what is the difference?

Conclusion:  Put the class into two groups (based on which episode they liked).  Let students compare their written story with the others in their group.  Then have each group retell the story to the other group.  They can do this by acting or just reading.

Andy and Barney

[image: image2.wmf]I liked the episode when the goat ate the dynamite.  My favorite part was when Barney used the harmonica to get the goat out of the courthouse.  I also like it when Barney made the goat mad and Barney got scared.  I really liked the part of the show when Otis (the town drunk) was drunk and he was trying to get the goat out of his cell.  I think Barney was the funniest man on the show.  He was very funny when he was looking in the shed and he was using a lighter to see.  He saw the boxes of dynamite and he got very nervous.
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Andy and Barney

My favorite part of the show was when Barney as a friend was trying to find a girlfriend for Andy.  I thought the funny part was when all the girls came to Andy’s house.  Andy did not know why they were there.  The whole show Barney tried to find Andy a girlfriend.  Andy did not like the girls, but he did like his son’s teacher, Miss Crump.

By:  Ana Amaya
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Andy and Barney

The episode that I like best was when Barney bought a car.  He was so happy to have a car, but he did not like it when people touched his car.  I liked it when the mechanic said all the things that were wrong with the car.  I thought the funniest part Barney’s face when the tow truck came to take them away.  I thought the whole show was very funny. 
By:  Maria Joba Jaime

ESL Student at SCC
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Andy and Barney

[image: image6.wmf]I liked the episode when Barney had to get the Goat.  I also like the episode when Barney bought a car and he had to get a mechanic to fix it.  Of the two episodes, I guess I liked the one with the goat the best.  The reason I liked the one with the goats was it was the funniest to me.  I liked it when the drunk came in and tried to get the goat out of his cell.  The drunk did not know that the goat ate dynamite.
By: Maria Zelaya
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Andy and Barney

My favorite episode is when Barney bought a car.  I thought it was funny when the old women sold Barney the car.  She said she never drove it much and always kept it clean.  Another favorite part of the show was when he took all the people for a drive.  Barney had all those people in his car and he was serious about where they sat.  I also enjoyed it when the bad guys towed Barney’s car and they did not know where they were taking them.

I also liked the episode when the goat ate the dynamite.  The funniest part was when the goat came into the sheriff’s office and everyone was scared.  The only part I did not like was when the movie was finished.  I wanted to watch more.

By: Sergio Mata-Herrera
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