All About Us
By Annette Harris

Siler City Center, Central Carolina Community College

Lesson:  Responding to Writing Prompts
Topic:  Writing about Myself
Level:  This class consisted of Intermediate and Advanced students.  However, the lesson can be used with all levels by adjusting expectations and the number of prompts to take into account the competence of the students involved.
Time:  We completed this work in one class.
The samples of student writing that follow this lesson plan were generated through the following activities.
The instructor put a series of writing prompts on the board:
My name is . . .

I am from . . .

I am married/single . . .

My family . . .

Hopes and plans for the future . . .

My fears . . .

My likes/dislikes . . .

Students were asked to write their ideas in rough draft form.  Then the instructor worked with students on an individual basis to express ideas clearly, to make grammar and spelling corrections, and to use proper English.  Finally, the students revised their work, making the corrections.
For purposes of sharing this lesson with others, the students’ writing was typed and the students posed for photos.
Teacher Observations:  I was surprised that it took the whole class period for students to do this writing.  I thought it would have been easier for them than it was.  I was also surprised at how seriously they took the photo session (lipstick, make-up, the whole works!)
When I repeat this lesson with another class, I will add more prompts.

Follow-up Suggestions from Colleagues:
1)
Have students read aloud their writing about themselves.  Perhaps allow classmates to ask questions of the reader about him/herself.

2)
Display student writing and photos in the classroom.

3)
At http://www.puzzlemaker.com/ click on list of puzzle types here.  Double click on criss-cross puzzle.  Follow the instructions to create a puzzle by entering clues you take from your students’ writings.  (It works best to have seven or more students.)  Students can complete the puzzle by filling in the first name of a classmate that matches each clue.

To make a sample from the student writings in this lesson, use the following:
Title:  All About Us

Width:  20
Height:  20

Square Size:  30

CLUES
Across
2. Wants to become a pharmacy technician
4. Works at Townsend

5. Likes to cook different and new recipes

Down

1. Doesn’t like lightening and thunder

3. Collects books on natural medicine

Dario Vasquez

Guatamala, Intermediate ESL
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MY NAME IS DARIO VASQUEZ.  I AM FROM GUATEMALA.  I HAVE LIVED IN THE UNITED STATES FOR 2 YEARS, WHEN I CAME HERE I STARTED TO WORK AT THE 84 LUMBER, NOW I AM WORKING AT TOWNSEND.
I HOPE TO SPEAK ENGLISH VERY WELL.  I HOPE TO SEE MY FAMILY IN 3 YEARS, I FEAR THAT I MAY NEVER SEE MY GRANDFATHER AGAIN.  I FEAR MY SOCCER TEAM MAY NOT WIN THE CHAMPION-SHIP THIS YEAR.

I LIKE TO COME TO SCHOOL,  I LIKE TO GO TO THE BEACH,  I DON’T LIKE TO WORK AT NIGHT,  I DON’T LIKE TO DRINK BEER,  I PLAY SOCCER EVERY SUNDAY IN THE SPRING,  I READ SOME MAGAZINES.

THE END

Milagnos Leon
Low Advanced ESL
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My name is Mila,  I’m single and I live in Ramseur.  I have been here for almost three years.  I have three sisters and one brother.  I’m working in a company as an operator.  I’m taking english classes because I want to improve my pronunciation and writing.  I want to become a nurse or work in a nursery.

I hope to speak, write and understand english very well like my mother language to get a better job and a better salary.  I fear that I might not ever be able to visit my family in my country.

I like to live in Ramseur because it’s a quiet and small town.  I like to cook different and new recipes.  I love to go to the movies and I like to dance to all kinds of music.

One thing that I don’t like to do is speak in public.

It’s hard to speak English for me because I have problems with pronunciation.   It’s difficult to try to express my thoughts and feelings in english

My name is Rosa Maria Lopez. “I am from Mexico.”  I have been married for 30 years.  I have 2 sons and 1 daughter.  I have to work and I try to do well at work.  After work I go to school to learn English at CCCC.  I hope that my son can finish college and become an electrician.  I hope I will be back in Mexico with all my family.  I fear that when I am at work and somebody speaks English I won’t understand, because all the instrucious are in English.  I like spirituality and to help people that are poor.  I like my   teacher, is very special with all students, and teaches very well.  I don’t like the injustice of man with the some man.  I don’t like hypocrisy, to criticize, lie and falseness.  I collect books of natural medicine, metaphysics and varied green flowerpots.
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Rosa Maria Lopez
Mexico, Low Intermediate ESL
[image: image4.jpg]



Luz Zulama Saenz
Advanced ESL

My name is: Luz Zulama Saenz  I have been married for 16 years.  My husband’s name is Antonio Escarcega.  I go to English and G.E.D. class.  I hope to learn English verry well, because I want to become a pharmacy techinician.

I feel fear when my parents get sick because they live far from me.  I like living in Siler City N.C. because this state is beautiful.  I live in Texas before.  It was too big.  There were no trees and nothing green.

I don’t like to get sunburned because 3 years ago I had skin cancer.  It is hard for me to live far from my family and not eat my favorite food.  I like to cook everyday because I like fresh food.  And I like to swim.
My name is Olivia Garcia.  I am from Mexico.  I have been married for 20 years.  I have 5 daughters and one son.  I do not work.  I am learning English at C.C.C.C.

I hope my daughter graduates from dental school and becames a dentist.  I hope next Christmas all of my family comes to visit me.  I fear when somebody speaks English because sometimes I understand and sometimes I do not understand.

I like to go to the beach.  I like my teacher because she teaches a lot of important things.  I don’t like when it rains with lightning and thunder.  I don’t like horror movies because in the night I have had nightmares.  I collect little frogs and little dolls and elves because I like them.
Olivia Garcia
Peru, Low Intermediate
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