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Looking at Language





  Part I:
Comprehension

Exercise 1.

__B__
1. 
At the beginning of the story, the farm people were making 




preparations to start for home because

b.
they had bought all their supplies, and soon it would be cold 
and dark.

__C__
2. 
Carl and Alexandra are

 c.
friends and neighbors

__B__
3.
Carl feels

b.
discouraged because the land is so hard to farm.

__A__ 4.   
Alexandra believes her father knows he is dying because

a.
he lies in bed and counts the possessions he will leave to his 


children.

__C__5.

The landscape around John Bergsen’s house looks like no people 

live there because

c.
both a and b

__C__
6.  
Which misfortune has not happened to John Bergsen?

c.
His wife died.

__A__
7.  
John Bergsen has faith in his daughter, Alexandra, because

a.
she is intelligent and is interested in managing the farm.

__B__
8.  
When John Bergsen looks at his hands, he sees

b.
they are white, with no more ability to work.

__C__
9.  
At the beginning of the selection, it is winter.  When does the last 



paragraph occur?

c.
Nine months later, in autumn.

__B__
10.   
In the last paragraph, Alexandra looks at the stars in the sky and 
feels

b.
secure.

Exercise 2

1.
How did John Bergsen’s father lose his fortune?


His father married a second wife, who encouraged him to spend money foolishly (extravagantly).  Also, he speculated and lost money in bad investments.

2.
What does Carl offer to bring to Alexandra’s father to cheer him up?


Carl offers to bring his “magic lantern” to show Alexandra’s father.  (A magic lantern is an old type of slide projector.)

3.
How did Carl rescue Emil’s kitten?


He climbed up high, maybe in a tree.

4.
Why are Alexandra and Carl silent on the ride home?


They are thinking about their situations, and depressed.  Carl is thinking about how hard it is to work the land, and Alexandra is thinking about her father, who is sick and dying.

5.
What clue do you have that Carl is artistic?


Carl says he will paint slides for his magic lantern from the Hans Anderson book of fairy tales.

6.
Where is the Bergsen’s homestead located?


It’s on a ridge overlooking the Norway Creek.

7.
How long had John Bergsen lived on his hand?


He had lived on his land for eleven years.
8.
Where did John’s brother, Otto, go when he left the West?


Otto went back to Chicago, to work in a fancy bakery and distinguish himself at a Swedish athletic club.
9.
Before they came west to claim land, what occupations had most homesteaders held?


Most homesteaders had been “handwerkers”:  tailors, locksmiths, joiners, cigar-


makers, etc.

10.
The title of the novel is O Pioneers!  The word “O” is different from “Oh.”  O is used to express praise and wonder.  Why do you think Willa Cather called her book O Pioneers!?


Willa Cather admired the homesteaders.  When she writes about the hardships they faced, it’s hard to believe that any people could survive them.  As she tells the story, the Pioneers not only survived, they built wealth and a good life for themselves and their children.
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    Part II:  Vocabulary

Exercise 3


mutely



silently;  without speaking


volubility


talking easily and smoothly, without 







hesitation


somber



gloomy, depressed


distinguish


to make famous or important


fortify



make stronger


reeked



smelled strongly and badly


hewn



made by cutting or chopping with an ax


homestead


home, especially one passed down to generations of

children

gaunt




thin; looking starved

dubiously



with uncertainty or doubt

sod
grass and dirt held together by the roots of the grass and other plants
Exercise 4.
Normally, James was a very industrious person who worked very hard.  He planned for the future, showing great foresight in saving his money and making good business decisions.  When Elizabeth came into his life, however, things changed.  She was a beautiful woman who distracted him, demanding his attention and diverting him away from his sensible life.  He developed an infatuation for her, and could think of nothing else.  She loved to spend money and buy expensive things, and he got them for her, even though his friends said he would regret her extravagance.  When she suddenly left him to pursue a new, richer boyfriend, he realized his foolishness and folly.  He felt keenly and sharply the pain of losing her and he regretted the time and money he had wasted on her. Fortunately, this experience did not make him an unhappy or​ bitter man.

These words are also recorded on the audiocassette.  Listen and repeat the pronunciation

Exercise 5.
draw

a.
to drag or pull behind

b.
to make a picture, usually with a pencil

c.
a low place in the land that water flows into or through
__B__
1.
I am not artistic;  I can’t draw or paint.

__C__
2.
He knew every ridge and draw in the landscape.

__A__
3.
The horses will draw the piano up the hill in the wagon.

swell

a.
to become larger

b.
a piece of rising ground, like a round hill or slope

c.
(slang) great;  terrific

__A__
1.
If you hit your finger with a hammer, it will turn red and swell.

__C__
2.
I like Luke;  he’s a swell guy!

__B__
3.
The little town fell out of sight, behind the swell of the prairie.

speculate

a.
to think seriously about something;  to guess about
b.
to buy or sell stocks, land or something else, hoping to make a profit

__B__
1.
I don’t like to speculate with my money.  It’s too risky.

__A__
2.
It diverted him to speculate as to how much weight each of the 


steers would probably put on by spring. 

genius

a.
the guardian spirit of a place

b.
a special ability or talent

c.
a person with very high intelligence and talents

__A__
1.
The land was a wild thing that had its ugly moods.  Its Genius was 



unfriendly to man.

__B__
2.
He was a troublemaker since birth;  he had a genius for mischief.

__C__
3.
Probably the most famous genius of the 20th century was Albert 



Einstein.
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     Part III:  Grammar

Exercise  6

Alexandra drew (1) her shawl closer about her and stood (2) leaning against the frame of the mill, looking at the stars which glittered (3) so keenly through the frosty autumn air.  She always loved (4) to watch them, to think of their vastness and distance, and of their ordered march.  It fortified (5) her to reflect upon the great operations of nature, and when she thought (6) of the law that lay (7) behind them, she felt (8) a sense of personal security.  Tonight she had (9) a new consciousness of the country, felt (10) almost a new relation to it.  Even her talk with the boys had (11) not taken away the feeling that overwhelmed (12) her when she drove (13) back to the Divide.  She had (14) never known before how much the country meant (15) to her.  The chirping of the insects down in the long grass had (16) been like the sweetest music.  She felt (17) as if her heart was (18) hiding down there, somewhere, with the quail and the plover and all the little wild things that crooned (19) or buzzed (20) in the sun. Under the long shaggy ridges, she felt the future stirring.

(1)

I


(8)

I

(15)

I


(2)

I


(9)

I

(16)

I


(3)

R


(10)

I

(17)

I

(4)

R


(11)

I

(18)

I


(5)

R


(12)

R

(19)

R


(6)

I


(13)

I

(20)

R


(7)

I


(14)

I

Alexandra draws her shawl closer about her and stands leaning against the frame of the mill, looking at the stars which glitter so keenly through the frosty autumn air.  She always loves to watch them, to think of their vastness and distance, and of their ordered march.  If fortifies her to reflect upon the great operations of nature, and when she thinks of the law that lies behind them, she feels a sense of personal security.  Tonight she has a new consciousness of the country, feels almost a new relation to it.  Even her talk with the boys has not taken away the feeling that overwhelms her when she drives back to the Divide.  She has never known before how much the country means to her.  The chirping of the insects down in the long grass has been like the sweetest music.  She feels as if her heart is hiding down there, somewhere, with the quail and the plover and all the little wild things that croon or buzz in the sun.  Under the long shaggy ridges, she feels the future stirring.
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      Part IV:  Dictation

Exercise  7:

1.
She always loved to watch the stars.
2.
The men were buying tobacco and candy.
3.
The homesteads were few and far apart.

4.
Does your father know?

5.
He counted the cattle over and over.
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   Part V:  The Writer’s Craft

Exercise   8:

What letters do you think sound soft and smooth?  

(Any of the following):
  l, s, m, n, f, h, v, w, y, z

What letters sound hard or sharp?  

(Any of the following):
b, d, hard g ( as in great), k, p, t, x

Note:  these questions ask for opinions.  Your answers may be different and still be correct.

1.
On one* of the ridges of that wintry waste stood the low log home in which John Bergsen was dying.   (15)


Repeated sound(s):                       W  and  L

*(The word one is pronounced like won.  In alliteration, it’s the sound that matters, not the spelling.)

2.
It was like a horse that no one knows how to break to harness.  (24)


Repeated sound(s):


H

3.
Through the day, . . .the father lay and looked up at the roof beams that he 
himself had hewn, or out at the cattle in the corral. (25)


Repeated sound(s):

L,  H   and C

4.  In a few years, his unprincipled wife warped the probity of a lifetime.  (26)


Repeated sound(s):


P

Write two short sentences below, using alliteration (repeated consonant sounds).

Any sentences using repeated sounds are correct.  For example,

The month of March makes me mad.

or

That baseball team was the best bunch of boys I ever knew.

Exercise  9:
. . .the stern frozen country received them into its bosom.
(“Bosom” is a body part.)
. . .a sod house crouching in a hollow.   (Buildings don’t crouch.)

. . .the little beginnings of human society that struggled in its sombre wastes.  (Land doesn’t have moods.)

. . .that the land wanted to be let alone, to preserve its own fierce strength, its peculiar, savage kind of beauty, its uninterrupted mournfulness.  

(Land doesn’t have desires or emotions.)

. . .that had its ugly moods.  (Same as above.)

Its Genius was unfriendly to man.  (Land can’t be friendly or unfriendly.)
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_____
          Part VI:  The Western Frontier

Exercise  9:
____F_____
1.  Most people who became homesteaders in the West had already lived in America for a long time.

____F_____
2.  People who moved West already knew how to farm.

____T_____
3.  The U.S. government would give 160 acres of free land to anyone who would live on it and farm it for five years.

____T_____
4.  Houses were made of sod because there weren’t many trees on the prairie.

____T_____
5.  Having “the spirit of the Pioneers” means not giving up when things are difficult.

____F_____
6.  The pioneers lived a healthy life, and no one died of disease.

____F_____
7.  Many of the homesteaders were immigrants from Europe who came to America because they had made a lot of money in their home countries.

____T_____
8.  The “’Old World’ belief that land, in itself, is desirable” means that people in Europe believed that land equals wealth.

____T_____
9.  Homesteaders who were successful were optimists (people who could look beyond hardship in the present and always see a bright future).

____T_____
10.  Homesteaders became “Jacks-of-all-Trades,” because they had to do all the jobs on the farm themselves:   carpenters, blacksmiths, farmers, cattlemen and anything else that was needed.

Exercise  11:

Your teacher will read your essay and make corrections, comments and suggestions.

If you need help, you can ask your teacher about this exercise before you start.

This is not a test.
This is a practice exercise to help you learn.

Exercise 12:

A.  Answer these questions if you visited the “Oregon Trail” site.
1.  What were 5 favorite games played by the Pioneers?


Five favorite games played by the Pioneers were Drop the Handkerchief, Blind Man’s Bluff, Knuckle Bones, Leap Frog and Hunt the Shoe.
2.  Name 7 animals you might see.


Seven animals you might see on the Oregon Trail were oxen, mules, coyotes, snakes, bears, bison and horses.

3.  Name 5 kinds of bad weather.  Which was the worst?  Why?


Five kinds of bad weather were thunderstorms, snow, wind, hail and drought.  The worst was hard rain because heavy rainfall could damage the canvas cover of the wagon and produce mud. The wagon wheels would get stuck causing a delay in the trip.

4.    What was their clothing made from?


Clothing was made from strong material, like flannel, wool or cotton.

5.  Besides pants, shirts and dresses, what other important items of clothing did the pioneers use?


Pioneers used strong, sturdy shoes and a hat or bonnet.  Bandanna handkerchiefs were used to protect the pioneers from dust and cold.

6.  How did the pioneers prevent eggs from breaking on the trip?
The pioneers stored eggs in barrels with flour in them so the eggs wouldn't break.

7. Who were the “Pioneers” who wrote this website?  


This website was written by American students in the 5th grade.

B.  Answer these questions if you visited the “A Pioneer’s Journey to the Frontier” site.

1.  What was the frontier in the 1700’s?


In the 1700’s, the frontier was the Appalachian Mountains.  As more land was settled, the frontier moved further west.

2.  How did the pioneers pay for their trip to the frontier?


To pay for their trip to the frontier, the pioneers either saved money, sold their land and other possessions, or agreed to work for others on the trip.

3.  What does it mean to “prospect” for gold?


To prospect means to explore, especially for minerals like gold or silver.

4.  Where did the Natchez Trace begin and end?


The Natchez Trace began at Nashville, Tennessee, and ended at Natchez, Mississippi.

5.  What was the reason for the “Great Migration” to Oregon?


The “Great Migration” to Oregon began because the United States government offered free land for homesteading there.
6.  What tools did the pioneers bring with them?


The pioneers brought saws, hammers, axes, nails, string and knives.  They also brought needles, thread, pins and scissors.
7.  A schooner is a type of boat.  Why were the Conestoga wagons called “prairie schooners?”


The Conestoga wagons were called “prairie schooners” because from a distance the wagons looked like ships or large boats sailing slowly across the green prairie.
8.  What is a “lean-to?”


A lean-to is usually made from poles that lean together at the top or lean against a hillside or large rock.  A “lean-to” was the first home the pioneers made when they reached the location where they wanted to settle.  
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       Part VII:  Survey

Exercise 13:

Your answers:

These questions ask for YOUR ideas and opinions, so all your answers are  correct.  

Answer the 7 questions, interview 5 people and show their answers on the chart.  Then, write your conclusion.   Show your teacher your answers.

 
Congratulations!

You have completed the Links to Literature unit on O Pioneers!

