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Links to Literature

          Inherit the Wind


Summary of Excerpt 1 

At the foreground of the stage is a courtroom set.  Behind it is Main Street, and the downtown area of the small town of Hillsboro.  A thirteen-year-old boy named Howard is talking to a twelve year-old-girl named Melinda.  Howard is going fishing and he is looking for worms.  He tells Melinda that she was once a worm, and that the whole world was once covered with only worms (a reference to Darwin's theory of evolution).  Melinda is upset by this idea and says she will tell her father about Howard's "sinful talk."

A twenty-two year old woman named Rachel enters the scene, carrying a suitcase, and goes to the courthouse.  Meeker, the bailiff, enters from the other side of the stage.  Rachel tells him not to let her father, the Reverend, know that she came to the courthouse to see Bert Cates.  Meeker agrees, and brings Cates up from the jail in the basement to see Rachel.

Meeker then leaves Cates, a thin young man, alone to talk with Rachel.  Rachel is upset about Cates being in jail, so he tries to cheer her up.  She tells him to tell everyone that it was all just a joke, that he didn't mean any harm.  Cates says that all he did was teach Chapter 17 in the biology textbook, Darwin's theory of evolution.  Rachel tells Cates that her father says what he did was a very bad thing, and that there's a law against teaching evolution in the schools. 

Meeker returns to sweep, and Rachel leaves.  Meeker tells Cates that he is amazed that Matthew Harrison Brady, a famous Christian fundamentalist, is coming to prosecute the case against Cates.  Then Meeker takes Cates back to his jail cell.

Outside in the town square Reverend Brown and Mrs. Krebs are busy leading a group of townspeople in preparing for the arrival of Brady.  A banner is raised that reads, "Read Your Bible."  The townsfolk are excited both about the arrival of Brady, and about opportunities to make money off the tourists who will come to see the trial.  A hawker sells hotdogs, Mrs. McClain sells fans, and an old man named Elijah is trying to sell Bibles.  Young Howard thinks the County Fair has come to town.

Mr. Hornbeck, a reporter from the Baltimore Herald, arrives on scene all the way from Maryland.  At once, the hawker tries to sell Hornbeck a hotdog while Elijah tries to sell him a bible.  Hornbeck ponders the situation, asking himself which is hungrier, his soul or his stomach.  Hornbeck buys a hotdog.

End of Excerpt One 

